its# 





'jf E 


a 




■' Rv, 

I ‘Ujj, 






THE INDEP 




iV: 


DENT 


Wednesday 24 September 1997 


' 45p No 3,410 


2 


MAGAZINES 



mTi 


Oft... T&i >, 

THE FACE 




-?-> •• *:• *s 








V’Mfi 


asaa 








TOKENS IN CITY+ 

Start collecting now 

INSIDE TODAY 

16.17/THEATRE 

Comedie Frangaise 
-picture special 

^9/FASHION 

’’T The autumn at French 
Connection, plus our 
own discount offer 


TODAY'S NEWS 

Historic Ulster clash 
was mild as celery 

Ulster Unionises sat across the negotiating cable from 
Sinn Fein yesterday in a meeting billed as a histone 
encounter, it was the first time the official Unionists 
had faced hard-line republicans for three-quarters of 
a century. In the event, it turned out to be low-key 
and subdued. The Unionists launched a prepared 
attack on Gerry Adams and Martin McGuinness. 
calling for their expulsion from the talks. However, 
one of the non-combatants at the private Stormont 
session described the verbal assault as fike “being 
beaten with a stick of celery". Page 3 

Extra university funds 

By paying out students’ loans in three instalments 
next year, the Government succeeded in generating 
an extra £l65m for universities next year - money 
that it hopes will be used to improve poorer 
students’ prospects of going to college. Page 8 

Christian exodus 

In a special report, Robert Fisk finds that, 2,000 
years after the birth of Christ. Christians are fleeing 
their Middle East homelands, under the pressures of 
war and an increasingly militant Islam. Page 7 

SEEN & HEARD 

The producers of EastEnders were forced to 
apologise to the Irish yesterday after an episode of 
the soap, set in Dublin, portrayed many characters as 
drunken ignorant bores. More than 150 people rang 
the BBC to complain and the Irish embassy cook up 
the cudgels on behaff of its people following the 
"stereotyped and prejudiced" episode. The Irish 
Tourist Board weighed in saying it was concerned at 
“the negative image of Irish hospitality" indicated by 
the soap. The programme showed a drunken man 
pour beer over one character; and then demand 
payment for the drink. Also in the cast was a rude, 
unfriendly hotelier, several suriy relatives of Pauline 
Fowler and resentful, unwelcoming bar customers. 


WEATHER TheTEye. page 10 
TELEVISION The Eye, page 12 
CROSSWORDS Page 32 and 
the Eye. page 7 
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Royal prerogative: The fates of Deborah Parry (left) and Lucille McLauchlan now rest with King Fahd 
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British nurses Deborah Parry and 
Lucille McLauchlan were last night 
facing reported sentences of 
death and 500 lashes respectively, 
following the murder of a fellow 
nurse in Saudi Arabia. But; 
according tojojo Aloyes, frantic 
diplomatic efforts are likely to 
prevent a humanitarian and 
diplomatic crisis. 


Last night the nurses slept, in the Central 
Prison in Dammam, Saudi Arabia, ap- 
parently unaware of an unfolding diplo- 
matic furore over reports that one had been 
sentenced to death, the other to 500 lash- 
es and eight years in prison. 

Lucille McLauchlan’s sentence, for 
“offences related” to the death of Aus- 
tralian nurse Yvonne Gilford, was con- 
firmed yesterday by her lawyers, who were 
told of it at a hearing in El Khobar and im- 
mediately lodged an appeal 

The Foreign Office was yesterday strug- 
gling to confirm the fete of Deborah Pany, 
als o charged with Ms Gilford's murder, af- 
ter lawyers representing Ms Gilford’s fam- 
ily issued a statement saying that she had 
been sentenced to death by beheading. 

“Defendant Deborah Parry has been 
found guilty of intentional murder pun- 
ishable by death and defendant Lucille 
McLauchlan has been found guilty of re- 
lated offences and sentenced to flogging 
and eight years in prison,” said the Saudi- 
hased International Law Form. 

Confusion followed. The Foreign Office 
and her lawyer in Saudi Arabia, Salah al- 
Hejailan, stressed that uo verdict had been 
reached in respect of Ms Rany. But Mr He- 
jailan said that the victim’s brother had 
agreed not to press for the death penal ty. 

“A settlement has been signed with 
(Frank) Gilford to waive the death penalty. 
It is signed and done and witnessed and 
authenticated.” he said. According to 
Sharia law, Mr Gilford can instead accept 
some form of reparation. 

The Saudi ambassador to Britain, Ghazi 
AlgusaibL reiterated this. “If this agreement 
is finalised, and 1 understand it is, then there 
will be no question of the death penalty be- 
ing imposed at any point of the proceed- 
ings^” he told Sky News. 


But in Britain, reaction to the women's 
reported fate was swift and unhappy. For- 
eign Secretary Robin Cook said he was 
“deeply concerned” by the severity of 
McLauchlan’s sentence. “Thai is wholly un- 
acceptable in a modern world. Nobody 
should be asked to put up with anything 
approaching that kind of physical punish- 
ment.” he said, adding that he would be 
redoubling his efforts on the case. 

The plight of the two nurses has cap- 
tured the world’s attention, prompting an 
unusual level of diplomatic activity. Less 
visible yesterday was diplomatic outrage at 
the news that between S3 and 200 men, 
women and children were massacred in Al- 
geria, including those attempting to rescue 
the booby-trapped bodies of the others. 

According to Amnesty International, 
there have been between 120 and 200 flog- 
gingsin Saudi Arabia so far Lhisyear. Flog- 
gings take place publicly or behind prison 
walls, and are carried out using a metre- 
long bamboo cane. In more severe sen- 
tences, lashes may be “staggered”; one 
woman sentenced to 200 lashes last year 
received them in batches of 50 separated 
by a few days to allow her wounds to heaL 
If this were applied to Ms McLauchlan, ber 
sentence could be carried out over a pe- 
riod of months, or even years. 


INSIDE 

Robert Fisk asks: What is 
the House of Saud really 
after? 

Jojo Moyes describes the 
Muslim challenge to the 
Western perception of Sharia 
cruelty 

Rupert Cornwell points 
out that while the fate of the 
two nurses grips the British 
press, Islamic fundamentalists 
slaughtered scores of women 
and children in Algeria. 
Page5 


This year 107 people have been be- 
headed for murder, rape and drugs smug- 
gling in the kingdom. 

Diplomats and lawyers stressed yes- 
terday that neither of the nurses was like- 
ly to receive the fuD reported sentence. Bui 
Britain and Saudi Arabia ace now under 
heavy pressure to find a diplomatic solu- 
tion acceptable to both sides. This is not 
surprising given the trade relationship 
between the two countries. Last year, vis- 
ible exports from the UK one quarter of 
them arms, totalled £Z5bn, while im- 
ports, mainly oil, totalled around £75 2m. 

Both governments are apparently keen 
to avoid a repeal of the four-month diplo- 
matic stand-off that took place following 
the television screening of the film Death 
of a Princess. This depicted the public be- 
heading of a 19-year-old princess from the 
Saudi royal family who admitted commit- 
ting adultery with a commoner. 

The two British nurses were arrested on 
charges of murdering their colleague Ms 
Gilford in December at the hospital com- 
plex in eastern Saudi Arabia where they 
worked. 

Ms Gilford was found stabbed 13 times, 
bludgeoned and suffocated in her room at 
the King Fahd military medical complex in 
Dhahran on 11 December. Ms P&ny, 38. 
and Ms McLauchlan. 31, were charged with 
her murder the same month. 

Yesterday’s development came os an ap- 
peals court in the Saudi capital Riyadh, was 
still reviewing the case as pan of a lengthy 
mandatory appeals process. The procedure 
would involve a decision by yet another 
court and Saudi King Fahd. There was no 
word from Saudi authorities on the case. 

But the parents of, and British lawyers 
for, Ms McLauchlan and Ms fiarry said yes- 
terday it was difficult to understand what 
had happened. They were “surprised and 
shocked” that the court had upheld a con- 
viction based on confessions which were 
later withdrawn. 

“Not one shred of evidence against ei- 
ther nurse has been beard in court. They 
have not had a trial we just find it absolutely 
unbelievable.” said Stan McLauchlan, Lu- 
cille's father. He added that he expected 
the women would only hear of the verdict 
on the "BBC World Service on a radio in 
their cell. “Thai says everything about the 
system we are up against,” he added. 
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5/SAUDI NURSES 

Tony Blair might himself have to make a pilgrimage to the land of the 
two Islamic holy places and show as much concern for the two peoples’ 
nurses as he did for the people's late princess, writes Robert Fist K 

7/EXODUS 

From Syria to Egypt, from Lebanon to Israel, Christians of the Middle 
East are being squeezed out pf the lands which have formed the cradle 
of their faith. 

9/SCIENCE 

New satellite pictures of the Earth give a unique insight into global 
vegetation patterns, and how these and the plants within them keep the 
planet alive. 

11/PROFILE 

Jonathan Aitken is following in Jeffrey Archer’s footsteps, turning from 
politics to fiction. His new novel is believed to be about a public figure 
brought down by the envy and cynicism of lesser mortals. 

13/DESPATCHES 

Many white people in South Africa feel that the country’s government 
. is trampling unnecessarily on sensibilities by removing statues and renaming 
streets, but, for many blacks, the pace of post-apartheid cfaangeb not 
fast enough. 

16.17.18/THEATRE ' 

The Comedie Franijaise, the world's oldest national theatre, founded by 
the Sun King, comes to London for the first time in almost a quarter of 
a century. 

19/FASHION 

French Connection’s secret of success, plus an offer to readers. 

20/FEATURES 

How I was shafted by Edwina Currie, by Deborah Ross. 

21/OBITUARIES 
22/LEADER & LETTERS 
23/COMMENT 

Andrew Marr says we all aspire to equality and applaud inequality. 

24/BUSINESS 

Top business leaders will today meet Tony Blair to complain about the 
strength of the pound. 

27/SHARES 

29/SPORT 

Tiger Woods makes his ddbot in the Ryder Cup - and he has the perfect 
temperament for it 


TOURIST RAT ES 

Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
■Canada ($) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
France (francs) 

Germany (marks) 
Greece (dradimei) 
Hor\g Kong (J) 

Ireland (punts) 



Cherie Booth with Ms Phelps outside the High Court after the hearing Photograph: Reuters 

Dyslexic successfully sues education authority 


Pamela Phelps, a dyslexic, brought hope to hundreds 
of fellow sufferers yesterday when she successful- 
ly sued her former education authority for failing 
to spot the condition. 

In a landmark judgment, the High Court award- 
ed £45,650 damages to Mis Phelps after hearing how 

she had been condemned to a life of “temporaiy me- 
nial tasks” because of her “inadequate” education. 

The ruling is likely to open the way for hundreds 
of dyslexics preparing similar legal claims against 
their schools and local education authorities. 

Ms Phelps’ solicitor. Jack Rabmqwkz, whose firm ■ 
is handling 50 such cases, said: “Many children have 
been badly let down and this case will mean they 
can now go ahead to claim compensation.” He added; 
“Pamela hopes that her Success will mean that oth- 
er children will not have to go through the trauma * 
that she bad, and that there will be ... better ap- 
preciation of the needs of special-needs children.” 

Later, David Hart, general secretary of the Na- 
tional Association of HeadTfeachers, warned the 
ruling could have “devastating” implications for 


schools. “It implies that schools are going to be at 
much greater risk of claims for damages,” he said. 
In his judgment, Mr Justice Garland ruled that 

Haiingdon Borough Qmncfl was liable for breach- 
es of duty of care by educational psychologjstDi- 
ane M effing who failed to diagnose that Pamela was 
dyslexic in 1985. Mss Melting “erred” in attribut- 
ing her learning difficulties to emotional problems, 

. Ms Phelps went to Hayes POdc Infants School 

in 1978 and was referred for the first time than ed- 
ucational specialist at the end of 1980. She was not 
seen by ah educational psychologist until she moved 
to Mellow Lane Conqjrebensive School in 1985. 
Cherie Booth QG who represented Pamela at the 
hearing in July, said the condition was only spotted 
when her family saw a television programme on the 
subject and arranged for her to have tests. 

After yesterday’s decision Ms Phelps, from 
Hayes End, Middlesex, said she would use the mon- 
ey for special tuition and hoped lb take GCSEseven- - 
tually so she could become “rich and famous”. - 

“Alfchae/ Streeter 


HEALTH 

. Early-death warning for the obese 

One in five adults risks an early death bccauscof obesity, an expert warned 
yesterday. But many of those at risk are unlikely to be helped because 
doctors and patients are not on the same wavelength. 

Professor Tbny Winder, of the Royal FVec Hospital in Hampstead, Lon- 
don, Haims that while doctors and other health workers arc concerned 
about the health risks associated with obesity, such as stroke, heart dis- 
ease, diabetes and osteoarthritis, patients are more worried about the low 
self-esteem which often comes with being far and the possible loss of ihcir 
social lives. 

“We all know that fat people eat more than they need, although lha£i- 
may still not seem much," he said. “The question is - what arc wc going 
to do about it and who is going to take the lead? Fust we have to get the 
patients and health people on the same wavelength, then to establish team 
systems for working with patients on their problems." The subject of how 
obesity should be treated was to be debated at the hospital yesterday. 

CRIME 

Judiciary reluctant to tackle racism 

Government plans to force judges to band out tougher sentences to peo- 
ple convicted of racially motivated crimes have received a boost from new . 
evidence showing that the judiciary is reluctant to take on racism. 

A study conducted by the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) shows that 
judges only use their discretionary power to add time to sentences, where 
racism has been a motive, in 20 per cent of cases. 

The paper shows that between April 1996 and March 1997 thc.CRS 
identified 937 cases of harassment or violence where the perpetrator was 
acting partially or wholly out of racist bigotry. But in only 181 of those ... 
cases did judges indicate that the sentence was increased as a result of 
this information.-. 

The figures will add weight to the case for tougher sentences for racial- 
ly motivated crimes to become obligatory. Government proposals, which 
are expected to form part ofHome Secretary Jack Straw's Crime and Dis- 
order BQl, will be published within weeks. 

----- — Paul George 
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Japan’s trains take track record 
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Pavarotti and Verdi prove to be the . 
ultimate duet as concerts sell out 
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Italy (lira) 

1735.00 

19.60 

Japan (yen) 

193.19 

57.62 

Malta (lira) 
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Tickets to hear Luciano Pavarot- 
ti singing NferdTs Requiem with the 
Phflharmonia in the Royal Festi- 
val Hall in December sold out in 
two hours. 

It is the first time that the South 
Bank Centre in London has wel- 
comed both Pavarotti and his 
fellow tenor, Flatido Domingo, to 
the hafl. In the past, the centre has 

talked more of expanding pop and 

rock music, but the 1997-1998 sea- 
son focuses on the six resident 
orchestras, ranging from the Lon- 
don Philharmonic to the AJban 
Berg Quartet The Ehflhannonia 
season until next March is already 


65 per cent sold. Such sales go 
some way to confirming die Harm 
of Nicholas Snowman, the centre’s 
artistic director, that attendances 
at classical concerts are, mni ynat - 
3y, on the increase. 

Other highlights on the South 
Bank this winter! include Nigel 
Kennedy playing Elgar, Sir Simon 
Rattle conducting the Orchestra 
of the Age of- Enlightenment-, 
and the Royal Ballet, featuring 
Darcey Bussell, Viviana Durante 
and Leanne Benjamin, with Titles 
of Beatrix Potter and Peter and the 
Wolf. 

— Clare Gamer 


There may be faster ways of travelling, but not on railway tracks. Japan’s 
latestskmicansen bullet. trains are now officially tfie fastest passenger car- . 
riages In the world, according to a global survey by Railway Gazette. 

The 120-mile stretch from Hiroshima to Kokura takes only 44 min- 
TUes as Japanese travellers are. propelled at more than 160mph on the 
shwkansen. The French TGV, for 15 yeara-the world’s speediest service, 
races along at a little more tfihn 158mph from Lille to Paris. 
w Euio f tar ^ages to daSS third place, on its journey from Paris to 
Mons, where it docks more than I30mph. Britain's fastest railway, Great 
North Eastern, takes sixth spot with its 190-mfle trip from London to York 
which nimat an average speed of 112 mph. However, thislkle may soon 
slip away from the east-coast service. Chris Jackson, deputy editor of Rail- 
pomted out that Richard Branson’s Virgin group had or- 
dCTol hams that will run at 160 mph: They are talking about it. but Virgin's 
West Coast service needs to upgrade a lot of track first,” he said. 

— Randeep Ramesh 
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Hopkins’s Hannibal voted baddest baddie ever Private medicine loses its appeal 
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Hannibal Lecter is the most evil movie character 
ever, according to a top 100 of film bad guys. 

The cannibal with a taste for Chianti, memorably 
portrayed by Anthony Hopkins in Silence Of The 
Lambs, is top baddie in the list prepared by Total 
Film magazine. It follows last month’s selection of 
Harrison Ford as the top film actor of all time in 
an Empire magazine poll. 


long line of Dennis Hopper baddies. 

Blue Velvet is the only p re-1990 film in the top 
five, supporting the theory that film baddies get 
worse. 

There are only seven evil women in the top 100, 
topped at number 15 by the Kathy Bates charac- 
ter from Misery, the role that won her an Oscar. 
• Vinnie Jones, the Wimbledon footballer with a 


Behind «r/ . . „ ' • Vuuue Jones - Wimbledon footballer with a 

DlamTbi MiS? ^^^s Henxy mean reputation, told TotalFUm his favourite Dfcney 

and 2SL” 3 ^ b,0ke ^ k ’* d 


fay Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman 


The fare of private medicine has lost its lustre, according to the latest far- * - 

SSS»™ b ? omh,g ,- ec ?? omy - the 5 S 5 S 2 L c , ■ 

fril ? t0 w for med,cal insurance that guarantees themprivaev • ■ 

° f ^ nu , aEd a I cbat wth the consultant when they are oT^’ 

6 4rnni.vUJ nb ^ r ofpe P p,ecovered private medical insurance, at almost 

ssitSMS : 

— Jeremy Laurance 



WHATfeUWTHJNEWtfte 

&aifwmsam? 













\b* \3 


3/IRISH TALKS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 
24 SEPTEMBER 1^7 


Moment of history turns into a damp squib 
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The Ulster Unionist Party and 
Sinn Fein yesterday met face to 
face for the first time in the 
multi-party talks at Stormont in 
Belfast. Dovrtf McKinnck Ireland 
Correspondent, suggests that 
they resulted in something closer 
to a whimper than a bang. 


l " After an unexpectedly short and low-key 
encounter, the British and Irish govern- 
mcnis will now attempt to end the proce- 
. dural trench warfare and propel the talks 
into real negotiations by Monday of next 
week. 

This is to he done hy the introduction 
of a procedural motion, the tenns of 
which were being worked on overnight, 
which would effectively herald the Start of 
real negotiations. 

. Yesterday's session was described as his- 
. tone in that it brought Ulster Unionist and 
republican leaders together in the same 
mom for the first time in generations. Next 
week promises to be even more significant 
if the two sides begin to do business, even 
if only at a distance. . 

The Unionist party brought forward an 
^ indiament against Sinn Fein, seeking to 
have (he republicans expelled from Stor- 
mont. This look the form of a 30-minute 
attack by the party’s security spokesman, 
Ken Maginnis MP. 

Mr Maginnis and his party leader, 
David Trimble, then left the room before 
Sinn Fein's president. Gerry Adams, made 
his reply, though other Unionists stayed 
behind. 

According to a number of sources Mr 
Adams's reply was made in generalised 
terms, taking up less than 10 minutes. One 
person who was present said: “It was not 
;< very sharp Unionist attack. It was a piece 
of cake for .Adams to deal with it - he just 
took the high road, said he wanted to took 
forward, stretch out the band of peace, and 
so on.** 

Various other parties contributed to the 
v discussion, hut the session lasted only 90 
* minutes rather than the three hours which 
had been set aside for it. The British gov- 
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Youthful hope: Pupils leaving St Dominick Roman Catholic girls school In West Belfast yesterday as the talks continued at Stormont Photograph: Brian Harris 


eminent is to give its ruling on the indict- 
ment today, but it is considered a foregone 
conclusion that Sinn Fein will not be 
ejected from Stormont 

The Unionist party has made it clear 
that it will reoiain in the talks even if, as 


expected, Sinn Fein are not thrown out. 
though Mr Trimble said the party would 
vajy its tactics on a day-to-day basis. 

One participant described the session 
as a damp squib, while another said the 
Unionist attack must have been like “be- 


ing beaten with a stick of celery." The mid- 
dle of the road Alliance Party said the 
occasion had been “like a boxing match 
where one of opponents had attacked the 
referee and the crowd but had not laid a 
glove on his opponent. 1 ' 


The Government wflJ be happy that the 
occasion has passed without real fireworks 
and that it appeared to assume an element 
of ritual rather than posing any obvious 
danger to the continuation of talks. 

Outside the talks Mr Maginnis contin- 


ued the attack on Sinn Fein, declaring: -The 
truth will ennre out about Sinn Fein and 
the IRA and the Secretary of State bad bet- 
ter guard her language veiy carefully in how 
she responds to the charges we put today. 
She had better be careful what she says in 
case her words turn round and bite her. 

VW? know that Marlin McGuinncss and 
Gerry Adams have been actively involved 
in the IRA's terrorist campaign since the 
beginning as activists, as commanders and 
now us godfathers. Let them deny what 
everyone knows and make greater liars of 
themselves than they already are." 

Emerging from the talks Mr Adams dis- 
missed the Unionist indictment os a sham, 
declaring: “This was hailed as the great con- 
frontation, the great showdown, the great 
challenge to Sinn Fein. But the leaders of 
Unionism came into the room, made a sub- 
mission and then scampered out of the 
room to talk to the media. 

“David Trimble didn't say anything 
and had he listened to what I had to say, 
I made the point that eveiy section of our 
people have suffered and that none of us 
have a monopoly on suffering.” 

Mr Trimble was attacked by the Rev Ian 
Paisley’s Democratic Unionist Party for tak- 
ing part in the talks process. Peter Robin- 
son MP said: “Today's sham fight at 
Stormont is but the slip road to full ne- 
gotiations between the Ulster Unionists and 
the IRA. 

“Trimble and company have ditched 
every commitment they gave and every 
principle they held. Boy David may come 
out beating hts chest, but in reality he is 
beating a retreat." 

British and Irish government ministers 
met last night to plan the next move in the 
talks. 

Mr Trimble was seeking to remodel the 
talks process. . 

“There will he other ways and other op- 
portunities for us to put Sinn Fein on the 
back foot. We will pick and choose what 
wc do and our tactics. 

“We are there not to negotiate with Sinn 
Fein and there is no obligation for us to 
be present the whole time. We will nego- 
tiate with the Government and other par- 
ties. We can pick and choose bilateral s." 
he said. 


A bunch of toughs, a bottle of Guinness, aristocratic sex, 
and the odd de Valera lecture on Irish history 


Michael Collins: Hoped to coax 
Northern Ireland into a union 


The talc of the last time Ulster Union- 
ists formally met republicans, 75 years 
ago, involves political drama, a great 
deal of violence, several bottles of Guin- 
’ness and a certain amount of sex. 

In 1921, with killings going on in 
both parts of Ireland. James Craig, 
prime minister of the fledgling northern 
State, courageously placed himself in the 
hands of the IRA to meet Eamon de . 
Valera in Dublin. It was an awkward en- 
counter, not least because a duplicitous 
-British official had told each man that 
the other bad requested the meeting. 

De Valera readied: “I said after the 
first few moments’ silence. ‘Well?* I then 
said, ‘I'm too old at this political busi- 
ness to have nonsense of this kind, each 
waiting for the other to begin', and 1 
started putting our case to him." 

De Valera launched into one of his 
legendarily protracted reviews of Irish 
history. Craig later recounting that after 


half an hour he “had reached the end of 
the era of Brian Boru". The meeting 
came to nothing. Craig judging dc 
Vhlero “impossible". 

A series of more promising meetings 
look place the following year between 
Craig and Michael Collins. 

Winston Churchill, as colonial secre- 
tary, brought them together, later 
recording: “They met in my room at the 
Colonial Office which, despite its enor- 
mous size, seemed overcharged with 
electricity. They both glowered magnifi- 
cently but after a short, commonplace 
talk I slipped away upon some excuse 
and left them together. What these two 
Irishmen, separated by such gulfs of reli- 
gion, sentiment, and conduct, said to 
each other 1 cannot tell." 

. Churchill sent them in for lunch not 
only mutton chops but also several bot- 
tles of Guinness, apparently ignorant of 
the fad that Collins did not like porter. 


Even without its lubricating qualities, 
however, Craig and Collins unexpected- 
ly succeeded in reaching agreement on a 
number of issues. 

According to Craig, he asked Collins 
“straight out whether it was his inten- 
tion to have peace in Ireland or whether 
we were to go on with murder and strife, 
rivalry and boycott and unrest in North- 
ern Ireland". Collins, he reported, 
“made it clear that he wanted a real 
peace, but hoping to coax her [Northern 
Ireland] into a union later". 

Within days, however, the accord was 
swamped by escalating violence. Two 
further meetings were held, the second 
producing a detailed agreement headed 
by the statement: “Peace is today de- 
clared." Once again, however, the tide 
of violence swept the agreement aside as 
the south degenerated into civil war. 

The element of sex in the tale came 
from the exotic Anglo-Irish Londonder- 


ry family. Craig was accompanied at the 
final meeting by Lord Londonderry, a 
member of his cabinet, who also met 
Collins privately and later enthused: “1 
can say at once that I spent three of the 
most delightful hours that 1 ever spent 
in my life." 

Londonderry may not have known 
that his’wife had formed a close and ap- 
parently sexual attachment to Collins. In 
a passionate letter Collins wrote to her. 
he said of her husband: “I contrast my- 
self with him. my uncouthness with bis 
distinction, my rough speech with his 
unconscious breeding and the worst of it 
is I like and admire him and feel that he 
is brave and honest." 

The 1920s meetings contain many 
echoes of modem politics but seem to 
offer few lessons apart, perhaps, from 
the general point that busy politicians 
should keep an eye on their wives. 



Lady Londonderry: Passionate 


- David McKittrick correspondence with Collins 
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Smuggled meat sets back 
hopes for easing beef ban 

Hopes for an easing of the European Union's ban on British beef 
suffered a fresh setback yesterday after the European Commis- 
sion said it had evidence that smuggled beef from the United 
Kingdom was getting into Germany. Brussels has asked the Ger- 
man authorities to order the closure of at least one meat plant 
and to step up controls on a handful of others, ail in the Ham- 
burg region. Bonn, which holds the key to any decision to relax 
the ban. immediately ruled out any support for special conces- 
sions even to Northern Ireland. Jack Cunningham, the Minister 
for Agriculture, admitted that Bonn's reaction in yesterday's meet- 
ing was tougher than anticipated. 

The latest fraud concerns an unspecified tonnage of suspected 
British beef seized from plants in Germany which were raided 
by inspectors last week. There are growing fears in Brussels that 
a highly organised international fraud ring is smuggle British beef 
in the EU, and also to Russia. — Katherine Butler. Brussels 

Nuclear fusion sets record 

Europe's flagship nuclear fusion programme has achieved a new 
record power output, talcing the world another small but signif- 
icant step down the long road to a virtually unlimited, environ- 
mentally friendly fuel source. Earlier this week the Joint 
European Torus (JET) in Abingdon. Oxfordshire, set a new record 
by generating more than 12 megawatts of fusion power - the same 
process that fuels the sun. This set a record for the ratio of pow- 
er generated to power input: JET achieved an “efficiency’’ of 50 
per cent, double that achieved before. 

Fusion would create no hazardous waste, and could be fuelled 
from the sea for mfliions of years. However, rhe main thing that 
fusion generates at the moment is bills: JET alone has an an- 
nual budget of £54m. But scientists do not think a fusion pow- 
er station will be feasible until the middle of the next century, 
100 years after the concept was devised. — Charles Arthur 

PC wins tribunal against force 

A policewoman who said she was told by a senior officer that 
women did not belong in the police and she was “taking jobs from 
his boys" yesterday won her sexual discrimination case. Kay Kell- 
away. 34, also told an industrial tribunal in Reading that she was 
thrown to the ground by a male inspector who called her a “whore, 
bitch and slag" while a report suggested she was a lesbian. 

The tribunal, by a two to one majority, yesterday found that 
Ms Kellaway had been ‘•discriminated against and victimised on 
account of her sex" by Thames Vhiley Police. The force, which 
now faces the prospect of a compensation daim from PC Kell- 
away. immediately said it was considering appealing against the 
findings — Jason Bcnnetto, Crime Correspondent 

Youth jail grossly overcrowded 

A jail for young offenders aged under 21 is “bursting at the seams" 
with a “disturbing" number of 15- and I6-year-old being locked 
up, a critical report published yesterday said. Feltham Young Of- 
fenders Institution in west London had become a “gigantic tran- 
sit camp" which was “grossly overcrowded" with more than 900 
inmates, said Sir David Ramsbotham, Chief Inspector of Pris- 
ons. He raid that the increasing numbers and shortage of resources 
at the jafl made it incapable of tackling re-offending. 

Sir David is about to publish a special report on the condi- 
tion of young offenders, which he believes need urgent attention 
and a designated director. ■ -lamntkmam 



Free vote for MPs on lowering 
gay age of consent to 16 

MPS are to be offered a free vote on lowering the age of sexual, 
consent for gay men to 16, paving the way for a change in the 
law. The move, which is expected to be announced by the Gov-' 
eminent in the next few days, is almost .certain to lead to the re- 
duction of the age limit for homosexual men from 18 to 16. It is 
understood that the new limit, which was reduced from 21 three 
years ago, is expected to become law by the beginning of 1999. 

The move follows a decision by Jade Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, to agree to a free vote in the Commons rather than face 
a defeat in the European Court of Human Rights over Britain 
having a higher age of consent for gay men than heterosexuals.' 

In return. Stonewall, the gay rights’ campaign group, has agreed 
to halt its European challenge to the UK laws. They have backed 
a case brought by Euan Sutherland, 20, a student, against the 
Government. Mr Sutherland argued that the higher age of con- 
sent breached his right of privacy and the right not to be dis- 
criminated against fa his private life. A second challenge has been 
launched by Chris Morris, 18, who also argues that the current 
law is discriminatory. 

Mr Straw is expected to make his announcement as soon as 
the European Commission publishes its response to Mr Suther- 
land’s application. This could be as early as t omo rro w . 

A free vote in the Commons is expected to provide a thump- 
ing majority for lowering the age of consent, particularly as the 
party leaders Tbny Blair, William Hague and Paddy Ashdown all 
voted in favour of 16 in the 1994 vote, which was defeated by a 
27 majority. If there is a yes vote to a change, the Government 
could include it as an amendment to the forthcoming Crime and 
Disorder BilL However, it is more likely to be in a separate Bill; 
legislation could then be introduced in just over a year. 

— Jason Bennata, Crime Correspondent 
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Genetic tests arrive in the post 


Companies offer genetic testing 
by post, to let prospective 

parents know the risk of having 

a child with cystic fibrosis. More 
tests are coming - for breast 
cancer, diabetes, perhaps even 
Alzheimer’s, but the 
Government can’t; or won’t, 
legislate. Charles Arthur, Science 
Editor, asks why. 


Companies which offer genetic testing 
to the public will not be subject to legis- 
lation, a government-appointed com- 
mittee said yesterday. 

But the members admitted that no law 
covers such companies, and that framing 


one would be extremely, difficult.' 

At least two companies in the UK; 
University Diagnostics (UDL) of London 
and Leeds Antenatal Screening Service 
(LASS), already offer “postal" fa. 

the inherited genetic disease of cystic fi- 
brosis. For between £65 and £98, they will 

examine a sample of saliva and determine 
whether it comes from someone who car- 
ries a mutation of the gene that c a us es 
the disease. If two parents have a mutated 
CF gene, there is a 25 per cent chance 
that their child will have the 

Tests for CF are just the beginning. 
Soon, companies will be able to test for 
. a range of “late-onset” diseases, where 
having particular genes means the patient 
may become ill with breast cancer, 
diabetes, Alzheimer's, asthma and many 
Other conditions which at preset arc only 


tenuously linked to genetic causes 

The Advisory Committee on Genet- 
ic Tfesting (ACGT), chaired by Professor 
Marcus PCmbrey, yesterday published a 
code of practice and guidance for com- 
- pomes which supply human tests. It de- 
cided that tests should not be offered to 
people under 16, and that co unselling 
about the meaning of a positive test 
should be available at no extra charge. 

Professor Pembrey said that the lat- 

ter was necessary because “the technique 

[of testing] may be simple, but interpre- 
tation is difficult". 

The ACGFs decision to shy away 
from legislation stemmed partly from the 
lack of any law which could be used 
against companies offering testing. “In 
the end, it's just a service," said a 
Department of Health spokesman. 


DAILY POEM 


Night Garden of the Asylum 

by Bbabetfi Jennings 

An owl's call scrapes the stillness. 

Curtains are barriers and behind diem 
The beds settle into neat rows, 

Soon they’ll be ruffled. : ■ 

The garden knows nothing of illness. 

Only it knows of the' slow gleam 
Of stars, the moon’s distilling; it knows 
Why the beds and lawns an levelled 

Then all is broken from its fullness. 

A human cry cuts across a dream. 

A wild hand squeezes an open rose. 

Whore in witefumfi, bedevilled 

This week’s poems come from Beyond Bedlam (Anvil Press, 
£7.95). An anthology ofwork “written out of mental distress”, 
it has been edited byKeaSmith and Matthew Sweeney to mark 
the 750th amnveisaiy of the Bethlem Royal and Maudsky hos- 
pitals; proceeds from the volume go to three mental health 
charities. Elizabeth Jennings's poem appears in her Collect- 
ed Poems (Carcanet). 
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make my own decisions 
about my life... 

...that's why I chose life Assurance 

from Marks (S’ Spencer 99 
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(Before your 

competitors do. ) 


BT are already helping thousands of businesses gain a competitive edge. And now 
you can try an 0800 number for 3 months, so there s no need to get left behind. 


J ust because I'm on my own, it doesn’t 
mean 1 can afford to be without 
financial security. In fact, with just myself 
to rely on, I need it all the more. 

I wanted some kind of financial 
safety net, so I could stop worrying about 
the future, and get on with living. But. 
of course, I wanted it from a company I . 
knew, a name I could trust, and with a 
service I could depend on. 

It had to be Marks & Spencer. 


Straightforward - and from 
a name you can trust 


Why not change the ivaywe work? 


Try an 0800 number for 3 months for only £25 plus call charges. 

Freefone 0800 800 800 


They have taken a fresh, look at the 
financial protection people really warn, 
and have some very affordable solutions. 

There* a choice of plans. As well as 
life assurance, there is a plan which would 
provide a cash lump sum if I became 
seriously ill. 

There are no hidden catches or pages 
of small print, and you don't have to be 
a financial expen to make the right ' 
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decisions. In fret, it didn’t take long to 
arrange exactly the type and level of 
cover that was right for me. 

And the cost? 1 found 1 could get the 
-cover 1 warned at a price I could afford. 
What's more. I found the younger you 

are when you stan a plan, the less it 
can cost. 

With Marks & Spencer there are 
no salesmen or pressures of any kind. 
Instead, they simply send you all t h e 
information you need to plan the cover 

1 511115 you ’ at 3 P** that suits you too, 

Marks & Spencer take thte worry out 
of arranging financial security, and it 
costs nothing to find out more. Why not 
call today? 
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Blair may be forced 
to make pilgrimage 




Nothing, they say, ever happens 
by accidentia the Middle East. 
And the Saudi court conviction 
and sentencing of Deborah 
Parry and Lucille McLauchlan 
is. no different. Thie, Saudi 
Ayabia is a state more funda- 
n^entalist, far more illiberal — 
if the very word "liberal” could 
ever be used in a Saudi contest 
- and, these days, more brutal 
than Iran. Thie, its religious 
muttanv police are largely ig- 
norant zealots. And true, Sau- 
di Arabia bas an unhappy habit 
of dropping off heads outside 
mosques every Friday - every 
year, two or three of them of 
women - but the heads tend to 
belong to Sri Lankans ot Nige- 
rians or Filipinos or Indians or 
Pakistanis. 

i While the last remnants of 
the British empire faded away 
In the Gulf in the 1970s, killing 
young English ladies is still 
□ot the kind of behaviour that 
the Saudis would undertake 
lightly. And it isn’t just a ques- 
tion of whether the Saadi Em- 
bassy in London would be 
burned to the ground by mobs 
apd its gentle and literate am- 
bassador given undiplomatic 
treatment by outraged Britons. 
Britain remains one of the 


principle armourers of the king- 
dom, as well as being the 
staunchest ally in the Gulf to 
that most loyal and greedy of 
Saudi Arabia's friends: the 
United-States. 

And, since Saudi courts are 
little more than a mockery — 
readers in doubt should call up 
Amnesty and ask for their lat- 
est file on the country -the sen- 
lenci n &of the two British nurses 
must have political reasons. 


BY ROBERT 
FISK 


So what are the Saudis un- 
happy about in Britain just 
now? It is impossible to escape 
the name of Mobamed al- 
Masari, the Saudi dissident 
whom John Major tried to de- 
port to a remote holiday island 
but whom the courts decided 
could stay is Britain. The 
Saudis were enraged by this de- 
cision -just as they are furious 
with .the continued base in 
London of other opponents of 
the royal family. Mr ai-Masari 
would rather like the king and 


his princes to meet the sort of 
fate that one of the nurses 
might supposedly endure. And 
if Mr al-Masari were to be sent 
back to Saudi Arabia, he, no 
doubt, would endure just such 
a fate. 

King Fahd can ultimately 
quash any sentence. But, given 
the Saudi propensity to con- 
tinue with this case, it looks as 
though the Foreign Office is go- 
ing to have to perform some 
party routines. Praise for the 
Saudi royal family along with 
some special pleading and gen- 
tle reminders of Gulf War sac- 
rifice, perhaps? Or promises to 
shut up Mr al-Masari and his 
mates- a swift bit of legislation 
about the use of fax machines 
might bring a smile to the FOC 
men. 

Or maybe the Saudis need 
a bigger institution to gravel to 
them for mercy. Heads of state 
visiting Riyadh are regularly re- 
minded that the House ofSaud 
. demands respect. In. the end, 
therefore Tony Blair might 
himself have to mak* a pil- 
grimage to the land of the two 
Islamic holy places and show as 
much concern for the two peo- 
ples’ nurses as he did for the 
late people’s princess. 



Yvonne Gifford: The Saudis could be using Che nurses allegedly guilty of her murder as a lever 


Code of law centuries away from British legal system 


According to its defenders, the 
Sharia, the Muslim code of law, 
is far from the brutal system 
commonly portrayed in the 
press. 

It is, however, very different 
from the British legal system. 
Courts usually sit in closed ses- 
sion and judges interpret laws 
rigidly from eighth-century Ko- 
ranic and prophetic texts. The 
best judges, or qadis, are con- 
sidered to be those straight 
from college because of their as- 
sumed purity. 


In cases of murder, such as 
with Yvonne Gilford, the state 
is bound to respect the wishes 
of the victim’s family. 

The Koran gives relatives of 
a murder victim the absolute 
right to insist on a “life for a 
life”. Yet' it heaps praise on 
those who forgive and pardon. 

“Hand-chopping” is applied 
only in very specific kinds of 
theft and under most stringent 
conditions. 

Criminals, for example, do 
not- lose hands for embezzle- 


ment, forgery, stealing public 
money, or stealing items not 
property protected. 

There are other examples of 
a more liberal approach. Ac- 
cording to the Sharia, a wife, in 
the marriage contract, can re- 
tain the right to divorce and can 
specify the financial settlement 
when a divorce occurs. 

Likewise, adultery cannot be 
established unless four wit- 
nesses convince the court that 
they saw with their own eyes 
“the whole thing". . ^ 


Bui the system is not wel- 
comed by everyone. Lawyers 
for Parry and McLauchlan said 
yesterday: "Whilst it is accept- 
ed that the Saudi judicial sys- 
tem must operate under its own 
rules of procedure, it is difficult 
to understand a system which 
provides the accused with no in- 
formation as to the evidence be 
or she faces and a judicial 
process where no witness evi- 
dence is beard." 

And punishments, when 
they come, are unequivocal 


There have been 100 executions 
in Saudi Arabia so far this 
year. Earlier this month, five 
Saudis were beheaded after 
being found guilty of kidnap- 
ping and raping a young boy, 
while a Filipino was executed 
for stabbing a man to death. 

Three months ago, a young 
west African woman was be- 
headed in public in Jeddah, 
while three other women - 
two Pakistanis and a Saudi - 
had their heads cut off in Sau- 
di Arabia last year. The Saudi 


woman bad been convicted of 
shooting her husband: the oth- 
ers were all convicted of smug- 
gling drugs. 

Amnesty International esti- 
mates there have been be- 
tween 1 20 and 200 floggings in 
Saudi Arabia this year. Two of 
those involved secondary 
school students convicted of as- 
saulting their teacher. Amnesty 
says that in 1995 an Egyptian 
national was sentenced to 4.000 
lashes. 

— Jojo Moyes 


In Algeria 
200 die but 
the West 
looks away 

On the day that national attention 
was focused on the fate of two 
British nurses accused of a murder 
in Saudi Arabia, Islamic militants 
in a Muslim country far closer to 
Europe murdered at least 85 
people by cutting their throats, 
disembowelling them, or burning 
them alive. 

The butchery has been going on 
for almost six years. For most 
papers and broadcasters, it 
doesn’t seem to be *news’.Ruper€ 
Cornwell describes the latest 
horror in Algeria, 

The latest massacre, in the suburb of 
Baraiti, barely 20km (13 miles) from the 
centre of Algiers, was as bestial as any dur- 
ing the Islamic fundamentalist insurgency 
which, may have cost up to 60,000 lives since 
the army-backed regime cancelled elections 
in late 1991. 

According to security forces, 85 people 
were killed and 67 wounded. The victims 
had been “assassinated in a cowardly way”, 
a phrase denoting they bad their throats cut 
Some of the bodies were then burnt. Al- 
gerian television showed images of charred 
houses, their floors covered in blood. 

But residents were quoted as saying that 
at (east 200 people losl their lives in the 
butchery, which would it make the second 
deadliest attack since the fighting began in - 
19y2. It came just three days after 53 peo- 
ple were killed in a village in the Medea 
region, south-west of the capital. Press re- 
ports said the victims included babies, one 
of whom was found nailed to the door of 
a house. Eyewitnesses spoke of babies be- 
ing decapitated. Eight rescue workers 
were reportedly wounded by boobytraps 
planted in disembowelled bodies of victims, 
some of whom were pregnant women. 

Despite his inability to slop the carnage. 
President U amine Zeroual has refused of- 
fers of mediation from the United Nations. 
In the absence of a truce, terror now grips 
the populace. Self defence militias, armed 
with guns and axes, have sprung up in Al- 
giers and the surrounding countryside to 
provide the protection the Government can- 
not. Public opinion in Europe is unmoved. 
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Yours for the taking - ‘ , 
seven beauty basics 
perfect for travel, 
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crocodile-pattern 
cosmetic bag: 










Modem SkinCare Skin Illuminating Complex 

Exceptional Lipstick in Amber 

New Modem SkinCare 24n-1 Cleanser 

Crystal Clear Lip Gloss 

New Modern SkinCare DaSy Moisture SPF 15 

Mft Defining Mascara in Pure Black 
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L<>Fix Creme and Eye-Fix Primer and any other promotioral oilers! 
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Now chjr the Bank of England sets interest rates the Chancellor can't reduce your monthly mortgage 
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I LOVE 


BBC1 AND BBC2. 
THAT’S WHY 
I CAN’T WAIT TO 


WATCH UKTV. 




Television is changing. 

And, as pioneers of many of the most 
exciting developments in broadcasting, the 
BBC is totally committed to being 
involved in the new age of satellite, 
cable and digital television. 

Consequently, the BBC has 
entered into a new partnership with one of 
Britain s leading cable and satellite television 
companies, Flextech. 

And the first product of this innovative 
venture is a new television network. UKTV. 



entirely new programme ideas. 

So over the next few months, you will be 
able to enjoy three new channels; UK Style, 
UK Horizons, UK Arena, plus a 


the BBC is amongst the best television in the 
world. You will now be able to enjoy it more 
often because the BBC will provide both the 
programmes and also its programme-making 


relaunched version of the ever expertise to UKTV. 


popular UK Gold channel.These 
subscription channels will soon 
be available however you receive television, 
but initially they will be limited to cable and 
satellite only. 

There are two reasons why licence fee 
payers should whole-heartedly approve of this 


This new network will feature the best new network. 


of recent BBC programmes, making more use 
of programmes not often seen, combined with 


One: This is not simply more television, 
it is more good-quality television. The best of 


Two: No licence fee money is being used 
to fund these totally new channels. Flextech 
is providing the finance. You, however, will get 
the benefit because all the profit made by the 
BBC will be ploughed back into your regular 
BBC television and radio channels. 

For further .information about this new 
venture, please write to us at: Viewer and 
Listener Correspondence, Villiers House, The 
Broadway, Ealing, London W5 2PA. 
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Leaders of the churches of the Middle East waiting at Beirut airport to greet the Pope at the start of his Lebanon visit last May. The pope made a plea for Christians not to desert the region ' Photograph: Robert Fisk 

5 Christians of the Arab world flee their Biblical homeland 


The Christians of the Middle East 
are malting an unprecedented 
exodus from the lands in which 
their ancestors have lived since 
Christ taught here. At least two 
million are estimated to have left 
in the past five years alone, 
leaving only 12 million Christians 
in and around the lands of the 
Bible, And, as Robert Fisk reports 
from Bkerfee, Lebanon, half the 
entire million-strong Christian 
population of the Arab world’s 
most moderate state have 
departed in just 20 years. 

When I walked into Either Michel Awit's 
office in the Christian Maronite Patriar- 
chate yesterday afternoon, two middle-aged 
ladies were seeking his help. Could he call 
a Western embassy and help them obtain 
a visa to leave Lebanon? they were plead- 
ing with him. “What can I do?" he asked 
me, raising his shoulders in despair. **I do 
not want them to go - hut 1 musi help 


them." Every day, the Christians drift up 
to the great stone palace of Cardinal Nas- 
ra Hah Sfeir above Beirut to appeal for as- 
sistance in leaving the land in which their 
forebears have lived for two millennia. 

Fr Michel fully understands the tragedy. 
He is the historian of Lebanon’s Maronites 
-who are affiliated to the Roman Catholic 
church - and knows all too well that since 
the scan of the country's 1975-90 civil war, 
the nation has haemorrhaged its Christian 
population. “We were a little more than a 
million before the war but we have lost 
500.000 of our people in 22 years.” be says. 
“The Maronites love liberty and freedom. 
When a Christian here sees that liberty is 
infringed upon, he becomes angry.” 

Whether or not liberties are in danger 
is a matter of fierce debate in Syrian-dom- 
inated Lebanon. But the disaster over- 
whelming the Maronite community in the 
country - one that Muslims suggest is of 
their own making - is mirrored elsewhere 
in the Middle East Egypt’s 6 million Chris- 
tian Copts are leaving their country in tens 
of thousands - the community is “holding 
its own" by breeding as fast as its popula- 
tion leaves and still stands at 6 million, 
about 10 per cent of the population. Bui 


Christians are increasingly a target for Is- 
lamists opposed to the government in Cairo 
- 25 of the 77 Egyptians murdered since 
February have been Christian villagers in 
upper Egypt -while the regime insists that 
even the repair of churches must receive 
official pemrissioa 

In Iraq, at least 50,000 Assyrian Chris- 
tians left in the immediate aftermath of the 
1991 Gulf Whr, many of them to die United 
States. Tins exodus -which still brings thou- 
sands of Christians to the Thrkish and Iran- 
ian borders - was caused partly by the 
harshness of UN sanctions against Iraq. 
Church authorities in Jerusalem, where 
scarcely 2 per cent of the population are 
now Christian, lay the blame for their own 
plight on the Israelis and on US govern- 
ment support for Israel “The Christian fun- 
damentalists in the US support the idea of 
Jerusalem as the eternal capital of Israel" 
a church official told me yesterday. “And 
the US consulate in Jerusalem is the eas- 
iest place for a Palestinian to get a visa to 
America. Isn’t that strange? Of course, the 
Palestinian Christians are very grateful to 
receive those visas. Bui it reduces both the 
Palestinian population of the city and the 
Christian population at the same time. 


The Rev Lewis Scudder, assistant to the 
general secretary of the Middle East Coun- 
cil of Churches in Cyprus, admits that while 
there are no official statistics of the Chris- 
tian exodus, *we know it is happening - and 
it is an anxiety in the church because it is 
the young who are leaving. And if they go, 
where is ibe next generation of adults?" 

Ironically - given the Lebanese MaroniLe 
distrust of Syria- Mr Scudder says that the 
only Arab nation in which the Christians are 
maintaining their normal presence is Syria. 
“It remains a secular society and they feel 
part of the society - the stale broadcasts 
Christian and Easter services on television,” 
he says. 

One reason may be President Hafez As- 
sad's ruthless suppression of the Muslim 
rebellion in the Syrian city of Hama in 1982, 
a bloodbath that Egypt’s President Hosni 
Moubarak has so far shrunk from visiting 
upon his own enemies. But Fr Michel says 
Maronites are still leaving Syria, if not in 
the same numbers as their co-religionists 
is Lebanon. 

Mr Scudder believes that the exodus is 
partly caused by socio-economic improve- 
ments and mobility among the Middle 
East’s middle-class Christians rather than 


THE BELIEVERS 

Egypt fcputaon about 60 million, of whom 
about 10 per cent an? Christian, mostly Copts. 
Iraq: At>xrt 3 per cent ol the 18 mdlcn pop- 
ulation an Christians, including Chaldean rite 
Catholic, Assyrians and Synan Orthodox. 
Israel: Fbputaoon about 5 mrfKoa.of whom 
128000 aie Ox Titian, though this includes the 
whole of Jerusalem. 

Occupied Territories and Gaza: Population 
about 15 mBoaChnstjare are few n Gaza, and 
about 3 per cent on the Wfest Ban*, mcsily Gredc 
Orthodox or Catholic 

Jordan: Population 45 mdfion. of whom about 
3 per cent are Christians. 

Lebanon: The 3 nwU>on popubbeo is abow 65 
per cent are Muslim and 3S per cent Christian, 
most of them Maronite Catholics. 

Syria: No official statistics. It is thou^rt about 
(0 per asm of Syria’s O mion are Christian, most- 
ly of the Syrian Orthodox Ouch. 


persecution - and the pro-Iranian MzboJ- 
lah leader in Lebanon, Sayed Hassan Nas- 
rallah, is on good terms with the Maronite 
cardinal whom he has visited at Bkerke - 
but Lebanese Maronites are not so sure. 

They say that under Syria’s power, 
Lebanon’s elections are a sham and its 
Christian parliamentary deputies and min- 
ister - under the national pack the presi- 


dent is always a Maronite - are in effect 
stooges of Damascus. Yet the Christians 
are not entirely blameless. It was the Chris- 
tian Phalange militia which stalled the civil 
war in 1975 and it was a Christian presi- 
dent who invited Syrian troops to restore 
order a year later. It was a Christian Ma- 
ronite general Michel Aoun, who declared 
himself president and began a hopeless war 
of "independence" against Syria. When the 
Pope visited Lebanon in May, he urged 
Christians to stay because, he promised, 
there would be liberty in the future. A likely 
story, the Maronites thought 

Emir Hares Cbehab, general secretary 
of the Lebanese Islamic-Christian na- 
tional dialogue committee, takes a more 
historic view. “We Lebanese Christians are 
Arabs and we were Christians here for 700 
years before Arabs became Muslims. The 
church of Antioch was the first church of 
Christ Since Muslims came here 14 cen- 
turies agp, we have lived in coexistence with 
them. But things are changing- If we are 
now few in number, Islam is different from 
what it used to be. Islam now has a char- 
acter that comes from Pakistan and In- 
donesia and Malaysia and Africa. The 
Arabs are becoming a minority in Islam " 
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THE PANASONIC 
SUPER G3 LASER FAX 

The new UF-880 doesn't hang 
about It's capable of sending an 
entire page In around 3 seconds, 
thanks to the Super G3 modem 
(33.6-Kbps) - the cutting edge of 
technology developed by Panasonic, 
the pioneers of modem faxes. 




ft doesn’t stop there. With the 
latest JBIG compression capabilities, 
Its able to send documents with 
photographs or back- shaded text, 
which wfll then be clearly reproduced 
the other end, in remarkably less 
time than conventional faxes. 

But speed isn't everything. It 
comes with a 70 page memory as 
standard, that's upgradable to 
740 pages; a 250 sheet paper 
drawer that can be expanded to 
1000 sheets; and PC network 
compatibility. It all adds up to an 

I Impressive machine. 

\ 

^ So If you need the ultimate 

* \ * ax mac bine that can keep up 
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wrth your business needs, catch 
up with the Panasonic UF-880. 

? ^ For more Information call free on 

0500 40 40 41 
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Teachers’ leaders alert 
MPs to recruitmen+ crisis 


Blunkett finds a way to ease university cuts 


Teachers' leaders from the state and 
independent sectors yesterday joined 
forces to impress upon the Govern- 
ment a growing crisis in recruitment 
to the profession. 

As Baroness Blackstone. the high- 
er education minister, was attempt- 
ing to calm fears of a further decline 
with a promise of £IQm designed to 
reduce the impact of tuition fees for 
trainee teachers, teaching associations 
were insisting a whole package of mea- 
sures would be needed to reverse the 
downward spiral. 

Their submissions, presented to a 
sub-committee of the Commons ed- 
ucation and employment commit- 
tee. bring together for the first time 
since the general election evidence of 
the scale of the problems which min- 
isters acknowledge musl be solved if 
their standards crusade is to succeed. 

Teachers' leaders called for 
changes ranging from more rigorous 
entry criteria for initial teacher train- 
ing courses to improved salary levels. 
The Head Masters' and Head Mis- 
tresses' Conference, representing in- 
dependent schools, proposed a 
high-profile advertising campaign for 
the profession modelled on recruit- 
ment campaigns used by the armed 
forces. 

According to figures from the 
teacher training agency, which over- 
sees training and recruitment, signif- 
icant vacancies remain on this year's 
courses in designated shortage sub- 


jects such as modem lan g iijiff-s math. 
ematks, information technology and 
design and technology. 

Even In primary teacher trainin g 
where recruitment is considered less 
of a problem, applications for initial 
training are down by as much as 13 • 
per cent this year compared with last. 

There were increasing concerns 
over the quality of newly qualified 
teachers, the committee heard. John 
Sutton, General Secretary of the Sec- 
ondary Heads’ A<5Sodation, said both 
Quality and quantity biros begun to de- 
cline in the past IS mou Jis. 

The National Primary Head 
Teachers’ Association reported mem- 
bers’ concerns that son:? teacher 
training institutions were reluctant to 
fail unsuitable candidates, i.. some- 
times produced ambiguous refer- 
ences for trainees. University figures 
show that the average A-level points 
scored by entrants for -mdergraduate 
teacher trainT^g courses are the low- 
est in any major subject area. 

0 Nick Jarman, an education con- 
sultant, is to take on the temporary 
management of Hackney’s educa- 
tion service. His appointment follows 
a highly critical inspectors’ report on 
the load education authority in the ' 
London borough. Mr Ja rman, who has 
worked with a range of authorities 
throughout the country, will contin- 
ue in the job untfl a permanent re- 
placement is found. 

Lucy Ward 


Universities will receive 
an extra £J65m next year, 
David Blunkett, the 
Secretary of State for 
Education, announced 
yesterday. Judith Judd , 
Education Editor, explains 
that the money will come 
mainly from savings in 
the way loans are paid 
out to students. 

New students will receive their 


of a lump sum from next mmnnw 
•freeing up more funds for the 
universities. 

The package will mean pro- 
jected cuts of 2.7'per cent in uni- 
versity spending for next year win 
be kept to under 1 percent, ac- 
cording to Baroness Blackstone, 
the higher education minister. 

Universities have been urging 
the Government to let them 

keep tuition fees of £ 1,000 a year 

per student to be introduced 
from next year and amounting to 
around £15 Om in total Ministers 
yesterday would give no guar- 
antee that they would in future 
be able to keep the income. A 
fundamental review of all pub- 
lic spending is being carried out 
across Whitehall. But vice-chan- 
cellors welcomed the package as 
a step in the right direction. 



Graduation day: Who will benefit from students' tuition fees? Photograph: Sion Tonhig 


Mr Blunkett said the extra 
money would help to improve 
poorer students' chances of go- 
ing to college. “It ensures that 
universities do not face planned 
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cutbacks, while at the same time 
enabling more people to bene- 
fit from higher education.” 

The new funds indude £ 125m 
to raise standards and to make 


a start on the backlog of build- 
ing maintenance and equipment 
replacement, estimated by re- 
searchers at around £400m. 
There will be a further £4m to 


allow an extra 1,000 students to 
receive higher education through 
sub-degree programmes. 

Part-time students and those 
facing particular hardship will 
benefit from an extra £36m, 
which mil abolish means-testing 
for disabled students and intro- 
duce a £250 hardship loom 

Around one-third of students 
w31 not pay airy fees because they 
come families with gross in- 

comes of less than £23 JXXIA far- 
ther third will pay part of the tees. 

Under the new arrangements, 
graduates wiQ repay their loans 
over a longer period, than at pre- 
sent. For those starting univer- 
sity next autumn the starting 
point for repayment will be an in- 
come of £10,000. Those earning j 
£17,000 a year will repay £52 per 
month compared with up to 
£129 per month now. 

Professor Martin Harris, 
chairman of the committee of 
vice-chancellors, pointed out 
that Sir Ron Dealing's report on 
higher education published in 
July said that universities faced 
a funding shortfall of £350m for 
next year. He said: “Wl: welcome 
the Government's recognition 
that money from student con- 
tributions to tuition fees must be 
invested in higher education. 
There is still an urgent need for 
further investment in our uni- 
versifies if students are to get the 
teaching they deserve.” 


Mystery lights, file under X 


Reports from a wide stretch of 
northern England and Scotland 
of strange glowing lights in the 
sky and a possible exploson left 

emergency services baffled yes- 
terday. 

Coastguards, police and the 
RAF began receiving calls from 
worried members of the public 
at 9am. The descriptions varied 
but included yellow, orange and 
white trails in the sky sometimes 
accompanied by the sound of 
whooshing or a loud explosion. 

Sensors at the Geological 
Survey team Ftr Edinburgh 
recorded some form of “sonic 
event” in the Moray Firth area. 
Bui extensive searches by RAF 
search and rescue helicopters, 
checks by coastguard and dis- . 
cussions with the experts at the 
American space agency Nasa 
failed to produce any explana- 


tion. No civilian or militar y air- 
craft were reported missing or 
overdue and the Royal Astro- 
nomical Society and Nasa could 
not explain the phenomena. 
They were not aware of any 
stray matter in space heading 
towards the Earth. ■ 

Bill McFadyeo, of Aberdeen 
Coastguard, said the calls came 
from Tyne Tees up - along the 
Scottish coast to the southern 
tip of the Outer Hebrides and 
from well inland. “It’s very un- 
usual to have something On the 

scale all the way np the north- 
ern coast of Britain. It's a com- ' 
plete mysteiy to us. I get the 
feeling that there was a series 
of events. I would be surprised 
if it was just one large event." 

A spokesman for RAF Kin- 
loss said they had searched an 
area between Duns and Green- 


law in the Borders after a sug- 
gestion that the lights were an : 
aircraft , but found nothing. He 
added that there were similar 
reports from the Continent - in 
particular around Brussels -yes- 
terday morning. 

David Galloway, of the Ge- 
ological Survey in Edinburgh, 
said a “some event" had regis- 
tered on six of its seismometers 
at 9am. This would be caused 
normally by an aeroplane go- 
ing sppersonk or a meteorite 
or a satellite burning upi He sus- 
pected that tire lights were a me- 
teorite coming down, but which 
had vaporised on entering the 
Earth’s atmosphere. He said re- 
ports erf lights were probably ex- 
aggerated by atmospheric 
conditions which were ampli- 
fying whatever was out there. 

— Louise Jury 


Asprilla’s friend guilty of possessing cocaine 


An addict who bought cocaine 
with the help of £1,000 given to 
him by Faustino Asprilla, the 
footballer, was yesterday con- 
victed of possessing the drag. 

Leonel Sanniento-Mo tto a, 
31, who befriended the New- 
castle United striker after his 
arrival in Britain last year, was 
cleared at Southwark Crown 
Court of possessing cocaine 
with intent to supply. 

Judge Peter Fingret 
remanded the defendant on bail 
until next Thursday for sen- 


tence. But he warned Sarmieb- 
to-Mottoa that the almost in- 
evitable outcome would be a 
prison sentence. 

Asprilla told the court that 
he did not know the defendant' 
was a cocaine addict or thatfre 
intended to spend the money he 
had given him on drugs. 

Speaking through ah inter- 
preter, he told the jury he 
thought he was helping his‘ 
fellow Colombian with accom- 
modation problems after he 
was evicted from his home. : 


Sanniemo-Mottoa left court 
yesterday fighting back tears 
and said he was “too emotion- 
al” to speak. 

Asprilla told the court how 
he got to know Sarmiento- 
Mottoa, a cleaner from north 
London, after his transfer to Ty- 
neside from Parma in Italy. He 
told the jury: “He said to me 
that he had problems with his 
lodgings and he had to live in 
a hotel and .he asked me for 
help to pay for it I knew noth- 
ing at all about his drug taking.” 
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Space-eye view: The tiny plankton that keep the Earth alive 
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just another satellite image? No - 
this picture, taken last weekend, 
shows in minute detail the density 
of vegetation on land and in the 
oceans. Charles Arthur, Science 
Editor, explains how the blue 
patches, areas of plankton, stop 
our atmosphere becoming a sauna. 
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British and American scientists got their first 
views yesterday of new satellite data that 
will provide a vital insight into interactions 
between the atmosphere and the oceans, 
which cover the majority of the Earth's 
surface. 

They hope it can help answer two es- 
sential questions troubling atmospheric sci- 
entists: how do the oceans and continents 
“breathe"? And, how important are the 


oceans in regulating global warming caused 
by the build-up of carbon dioxide in the at- 
mosphere? 

The SeaStar satellite,, launched by the 
US space agency Nasa on 1 August, uses 
state-of-the-art instruments to map the 
amount and colour of light reflected from 
the world’s oceans. 

Though the sea may look much the same 
colour from the ground, from space its 


colour is largely determined by the amount 
of microscopic plant life - called phyto- 
plankton - living dose to the surface. Sea- 
Star’s instruments, can detect subtle 
variations in sea colour and interpret them 
in terms of density of plankton. 

The study of plankton, a favourite food 
of fish and marine mammals such as 
whales, may seem esoteric. But the spread 
of this tiny organism, and of chlorophyll con- 


tained in therm, has a direct and crucial ef- 
fect on global warming. As plankton pro- 
liferates, it takes up carbon dioxide from 
the sea and converts it into carbohydrates. 
The sea then makes up the unbalance by 
absorbing carbon dioxide from the atmos- 
phere. 

This simple system absorbs 5,000 billion 
tonnes (5 gigatonnes) of carbon from the 
atmosphere every year, and some of the car- 


bon taken up by the plankton becomes fixed 
mtn deep-sea sediments and eventually 
rocks such as limestone. In this way, plank- 
ton are crucial to the regulation of global 
temperature. 

SeaStar's data will he assessed at sites 
such as the Southampton Oceanography 
Centre and Plymouth Laboratory to see 
what they reveal about global vegetation 
patterns, both on land and in the oceans. 


France revels in its 
cosmic power 


The 1 00th Ariane rocket, 
jewel in the crown of the 
European space 
programme, will lift off 
from Guyana today. 

Once scorned, the 
French-led project is now 
the most commercially 
successful space 
programme in the world. 
Where does France - the 
second great power in 
the cosmos - (boldly) go 
from here? To Mars 
maybe, as John Lichfield 
reports. 

The Russians no longer count. 
The Japanese and Chinese are 
not yet significant players. As 
the millennium ends, there are 
only two real powers in space. 
The first is hampered by statist 
considerations, romantic ob- 
sessions, special interest lobbies 
and political in-fighting. The 
other is commercially success- 
ful, oriented to the market, 
technically innovative and, 
under its new government, de- 
termined to be more of all 
three. 

The first country is the Unit- 
ed States; the second is France. 
The traditional earthly roles of 
Lhe two countries are reversed 
it seems, once you leave the at- 
mosphere. 

The 100lh.‘frwne launch to- 
day is a political milestone. 
The Ariane programme - 
French-led. French based and 
30 per cent French-funded - 
now holds 60 per cent of the 
world market in commercial 
satellite launches. Ariane makes 
a profit (although the wider 
French and European space 
programmes are a different 
story). 

Technologically, there is an 
even more significant date for 
Prance and Europe next month 
with the second attempt to 
launch one of the new genera- 
tion of Ariane V rockets. The 
first launch last June was a cost- 
ly debacle. If the new, much 
larger, technically advanced 
type of Ariane goes up suc- 
cessfully in mid-October. Eu- 
rope wiil be set to dominate the 
commercial satellite-hoisting 
business into the next century. 

Despite the Maastricht- 
enforced squeeze on public 
spending, the new Socialist-led 
government in France is deeply 
committed to its £l-2bn a year 
space programme (less than 
one-tenth the size of America s 
but three time as big as Rus- 
sia’s^ Tbe Minister for Educa- 
tion and Technology, Claude 
Allfigre. is a geo- scientist of in- 
ternational renown. He be- 
lieves it is time for France to 
assert its relative cosmic 
strength, within Europe and 


the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (Nasa). 

France wants radical 
changes in the European Space 
Agency (ESA), in which Britain 
plays a relatively small role 
(6.7 percent of the budget com- 
pared to 3 1 per cent for France 
and 25 per cent for Germany). 
Essentially, he wants most ESA 
projects delegated to groups of 
nations, like the successfaL4r- 
iane programme. This might be 
awkward for aerospace com- 
panies in the junior partner 
countries like Britain. 

Mr Allfigre has also alarmed 
Wisbington by suggesting he 


Ariane: More cost-effective 
than the Shuttle project 


might abandon, or reduce, 
France's cbmmitment to the 
grandiose scheme to build a per- 
manent international orbiting 
space station. He believes the 
last, centre-right, French gov- 
ernment made a mistake in al- 
lowing itself to be ‘'tethered” to 
an American-led international 
space policy in this way. 

In his opinion, manned 
space flight is not the last hu- 
man frontier; it is a costly cul- 
de-sac. It is precisely because 
France and Europe limited it- 
self to affordable, commercial- 
ly useful, albeit old-fashioned, 
rocket launches that Ariane 
has been such 3 success. The 
Space Shuttle - even without 
the Challenger disaster - has 
proved an enormously costly ex- 
ercise. Driven by militaiy and in- 
dustrial lobbies, it has produced 
few commercial, scientific or 
.technological benefits. 

“With the incidents on Mir, 
a lot of people have actually 
started to ask 'what exactly are 
they doing up there?’,” Mr AJ- 
Ifigre said in an interview with 
L'Express last week. "We are 
paying a lot of money to watch 
astronauts climb from one cap- 
sule to another.” 

(None the less, France's 
most experienced astronaut. 
General Jean- Loup Chretien, 
59, will go up with the Space 
Shuttle Arlaniis tomorrow, in the 
latest mission to repair Mir). 

Reading between the lines of 
Mr All&grc’s interview - and 
comments by the new head of 
the French space centre, 
Gfirord Brachet - France will 
not sever its links with the 
planned new international 
space station. It will take part 
in the station's construction 
but is refusing to commit itself 
to the manned space activities 
which will follow. 

France will instead use its 
bargaining position with the 
US to seek a large role in the 
kind of unmanned, remotely- 
controlled space exploration 
which Mr Allfigre believes will 
prove commercially and scien- 
tifically useful in developing 
the technologies of the future. 
In particular, France wants a 
share of the Martian action - for 
Europe, and especially for itself. 

"It is unthinkable that we 
should be left out. That’s the 
stuff of people’s dreams,” said 
Mr Allfigre. "We aren't just go- 
ing to sit back and watch the ex- 
ploration of Mars.” 

All depends on the success 
of Ariane V, which is supposed 
to be capable of lifting complex 
vehicles into space - cheaply. If 
so, Ranee hopes to persuade the 
US to send up new generations 
of American-European Martian 
probes from Guyana, not Flori- 
da. This may be asking a lot; but 
the days are gone when Amer- 
icans laughed at French pre- 
tensions in space. 
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Dirty drivers 
face spot 
fines of £60 


Next year, motorists 
with filthy exhausts will 
face fixed -penalty fines 
of £60 in seven cities. 
But Nicholas Schoon , 
Environment 
Correspondent, says 
only a nationwide 
crackdown would be 
really effective. 


One-tenth of vehicles cause 
half of all the air pollution from 
traffic, it has been estimated. 
And traffic fumes are the main 
reason why uir-quatity stan- 


dards are regularly breached. 
That is why government has 
long been -promising to crack 
down on the filthy minority of 
older, badly maintained vehicles 
producing exhaust fumes which 
fail to meet the legal standard. 

Yesterday, minis ters an- 
nounced that from early next 
year seven local councils would 
be allowed to stop vehicles 
and issue, fixed-penalty fines for 
those that failed emission tests. 
Accompanied by a police offi- 
cer. trained smog-busting offi- 
cials will carry out roadside 
tests. 

The councils will not have to 
go to the expense of taking of- 



A chfld getting a lungful of 
fumes in A dty street. The 
Government aims to dean, 
up the air we breathe with 
its pilot scheme of on-the- 

spot fines for drivers who 

flout the regulations for 
vehicle emissions, or who 
sit puffing out exhaust 
while parked 

Photograph: John Lawrence 


fenders to court - unless they 
refuse to pay. And the money 
raised from fines win go towards 
the cost of die staff mid testing 
equipment needed to run the 
schemes. Even having an engine 


running unnecessarily while 
parked will become an instantly 
punishable offence, if a driver 
of any car, however dean its ex- 
haust, refuses to turn off an en- 
gine when reasonably asked to 


do so, be or she will be ordered 
to pay £20. 

The scheme will by run for 
a year by the city councils of 
Birmin gham, Glasgow, Bris- 
tol, Swansea, Middlesbrough, 


Canterbury and Westminster in 
London, who have all volun- 
teered for a pilot project. If it 
is a success, all oouncQs will be 
encouraged to Join. 

The £60 fine for a dirty ex- 
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haust -rising to £90 if still un- 
paid after a month - compares 
with a minimum speeding fine 
of £40. Diesel vehicles will be 
checked for the amount of 
. soot in their fumes, while petrol 
engines will be tested for con- 
centrations of key pollutants 
such as carbon monoxide. The 
tests will be the same as those 
carried out during the annual 
MoT road-worthiness check. 

Hie Government insists that 
only uniformed police officers 
can actually stop vehicles for the 
checks, but police forces com- 
plain that they are too over- 
stretched to lake on new traffic 


New law redefines 


treasure trove 


The new Treasure Act comes 
into force today replacing com- 
mon-law precedents and prac- 
tices daring back to the rime of 
Richard the Uon heart. 

Metal detector users are 
the main target The country's 
30,000 “detectorists” find most 
of the hundreds of thousands 
of ancient artefacts unearthed 
each year. But archaeologists 
worry that the portable past has 
not been property protected or 
recorded. 

The Act sets out a new de- 
finition of “treasure" - notably 
objects at least 300 years old 
containing a substantial 
amount of gold or silver, and 
boards of coins. All finds must 
be reported within 14 days. 
Anyone failing to report a dis- 
covery risks a £5,000 fine, thred 
months in JaS or both. 

When a museum wishes to 
acquire an item declared trea- 
sure by a coroner, foe finder will 
be paid a reward based on 


market value. In one of 
Britain’s most lucrative finds, 
the Hoxne Hoard, discovered 
in Suffolk in 1992, a value of 
£ 1.75m was agreed. The 15,000 
Roman coins and jewellery 
.went to the British Museum. 

The Act does away with the 
absurdity that an object could 
only be declared treasure trove 
- technically the property of the 
monarch - if it had been de- 
liberately buried with the in- 
tention of recovery. This set a 
coroner’s jury the tricky task of 
divining whether someone in 
the Middle Ages was trying to 
evade taxes or simply careless. 

Mark Fisher, the arts min- 
ister, said the Act would ensure 
more items were properly 
recorded. Metal detector users 
have felt victimised by the leg- 
islation. but he said that “for 
from curtailing their activi- 
ties”, the Act woukl remove 
confusion. 

— Stephen Goodwin 
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responsibilities. However, the 
Department of the Environ- 
ment and Thiasport said lhai 
some of the money raised by the 
fines could be used to finance 
foe police presence. 

To date, most roadside 
checks on exhausts have been 
carried out by the Govern- 
ment's own vehicle inspec- 
torate. The failure rate for cars 
ts one in twenty; that for bus- 
es, heavy lorries and vans was 
lower but taxis were consider- 
ably dirtier - nearly one in ten 
did not meet the legal standard. 

Until now, the chances of 
any driver being stopped for an 
emissions check hove been ex- 
tremely low. The schemes will 
be judged a success if they 
boost the number of checks and 
cut the number of failures in 
their localities. But it seems 
likely that only once checks are 
applied in towns and cities na- 
tionwide will the problem of the 
dirty minority be tackled and 
gains in air quality won. - 
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Aitken begins new chapter by turning to fiction 


redefine 

trove 


Jonathan Aitken, the 
disgraced former 
Cabinet minister once 
tipped for Downing 
Street, has turned his 
hand to writing a novel 
Kim Sengupto looks at the 
life of the former Tory 
golden boy since his fall. 


Il .has been ihree-and-half 
months since Jonathan Aitken’s 
humiliating High Court defeat 
and the public opprobrium 
which followed. Now back from 
his self-imposed exile in the 
United States, he is writing a 
novel. The plot is meant to be 
a closely guarded secret, but 
some friends claim it is about a 
public figure brought down by 
the envy and cynicism of lesser 
men. They also say the prose is 
angry and fast and it is bound 
to be a bestseller. 

Mr Aitken may have 
stopped trying to wield the 
■ l sword of truth* 1 and picked up 
the pea but there is a cloud over 
his road to rehabilitation as suc- 
cessful author - the little mat- 
ter of the Scotland Yard inquiry 
into claims that be perjured 
himself during his libel case 
against The Guardian and 
Granada TV's World in Action. 

The Independent has been 
told that a preliminary report 
has already been sent by the po- 
lice to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions. Detectives have 
been gathering evidence in 
Britain and abroad, and al- 
though Mr Aitken has not been 
interviewed under caution yet, 
he soon will be. 

Sources close to the inves- 
tigation point out that alleged 
perjury arising from dvil lid- 
' ffiition is a complex prosecution, 
and they say they want to cov- 
er all the documentation, and 
speak to necessary parties, be- 
fore tackling Mr Aitken. A full 
report would then be sent to the 
Crown Prosecution Service. 

There is also the question of 
the massive legal bills from his 
court case. He has paid his own 
bill of around £800.000 but he 
is vet to pay thc defendants’ 
costs. He is believed to have 
told The Guardian he would 
make an offer in January'. 

The first chapters of his 
book arc being typed up by his 
secretary, Lin, at the office ad- 
jacent to his home in Lord 
North Street, Wslminacr. The 
former Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury is dividing his time be- 
tween London and the family 
home in Sandwich, Kent, which 
is owned by a Panamanian rcg- 
^ istered company. 


POLITICIANS' BOOKSHELF 


Lord Archer, former deputy chairman of the Conservative 
Party, reigns supreme. His thrillers, including “Kane and AbeT 
and “Not A Penny More, Not A Penny Less’, have sold more 
than 30 mOJ fob copies world-wide. But Edtnna Currie is catch- 
ing up. Her Commons whodunnits, with raunchy characters 
and racy plots, sold in their m&Hoas. For her latest, ‘She’s 
Leaving Home*, she received an advance of £300,000. 

Michael Dobbs, fright) author of 'House 
of Cards’, was just a moderately success- 
ful writer when television producers be- 
came interested in his political saga of 
naked ambition and greed. The TV seri- 
alisation of “House of Cards' more, than 
doubled his earning potenti aL 

Douglas Hurd , the former Foreign Sec- 
retary, wrote several successful thrillers in 
th£ mid-Seventies before his political career took over, and 
happily returned to writing after his resignation. In 1994 
Timothy Renton, the former Tory Chief Whip during 
Thatcher's reign, published his debut novel. ‘The Danger- 
ous Edge’; a potent mixture of Westminster power strag- 
gles and the kidnapping of two British aid workers in Beirut. 


He apparently got’ most of 
his inspiration while walking 
alone in Scotland. He goes 
there every August for the 
grouse season. He does not 
shoot, but walks the glens. 

Mr Aitken is an established 
author. Hts last book was a well 
reviewed biography of Richard 
Nixon. It was published by 
Wddenfeld, but they are not 
handling the latest book, and it 
is not known whether the man- 
uscript has been placed with a 
publishing house yeL 

According to friends, in the 
aftermath of his libel defeat, Mr 
Aitken wanted to write a fac- 
tual book giving his version of 
the case. However, ft was point- 
ed out that by writing about it 
he risks the danger of entering 
into another libel action, this 
time as the defondant. A work 
of fiction was seen as the less 
risky option. 

{following the collapse of the 
case, Mr Aitken’s friends put 
forward a possible defence for 
his actions and in particular, the 
stay at Mohamed Al Rjyed’s 
Paris Ritz hotel where his ver- 
sion of events was discredited 
in court. 

Part of the defence was that 
the then arms procurement 
minister, who has had links with 
MI6 in the past, was on secret 
government business which he 
could not talk about in courL 
It was also claimed he could 
have been let down by his wife 
Lolicia over the payment of the 
hotel Ml, which was proved to 
have been picked up by a Sau- 
di prince. 

Would all this be in the 
book? A friend of Mr Aitken 
said: “Look, 1 am sworn to 


secrecy on the plot. But If 
Jonathan was indeed writing 
something loosely based on 
the fall of a public figure then 
it would be the ideal format to 
put the record straight. 

“He is of course an experi- 
enced writer, and 1 am told this 
is very good stuff. It’s straight 
from the heart, qnd quite racy. 
After all, be has bad quite a 
colourful personal life.” This 




"colourful life” has included af- 
fairs with Antonia Fraser, So- 
nya Khashoggj, and Carol 
Thatcher, as well as a liaison 
with a prostitute. 

After his High Court defeat. 
Mr Aitken wrote to Major 
John Thomas, the c hairman of 
his constituency party in Thanet 
South, Rent, to apologise to 
party members. The two men 
have kept in touch since. 

Major Thomas said yester- 
day: “1 know that Jonathan has 
been writing away. 1 am sure the 
book will be veTy good. We still 
have not selected a candidate 
at Thanet South, and although 
there is a lot of sympathy for 
Jonathan it is doubtful if it 

WOUid be him this rim e am und 

"’Writing the book is a way 
back towards normal life for 
him. Whether he returns to 
public life or not would depend 
very much on what happens 
with the perjury case. If he 
stands trial and is acquitted then 
that’s fine. If he is found guQty, 
of course.. 

One person apparently not 
taking any interest in Mr 
Aitken ’s writing is his wife. 
The couple are said to have led 
separate lives for a long time 
but after the court case Lolicia 
said she was going to stand by 
him. But now, it is reported, she 
is living in Paris. There are, 
however, said to be no imme- 
diate plans for a divorce. 




p mwn 







Jonathan Aitken: His novel is said to be about a public figure brought down by lesser men Photograph: Dillon Bryden 
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Yeltsin sees wider 
role for the state 


Will there be life after Arafat? 


Smoke-pall danger 
over Sarawak 


President Boris Yeltsin is likely to announce 
an increased role for the state in Russia’s 
economy when he addresses the upper 
chamber of parliament today. 

A Kremlin source said Mr Yeltsin was 
likely to say the state intended to take some 
of the most vital areas under its control- The 
source said the president's speech would . 
stress that the free market had been in- 
strumental in breaking . away from the 
Soviet centrally planned economy but that 
the time had come to introduce new rules. 

/teeters 


Peace troops demo 


Angry Bosnian Serbs threw Molotov cock- 
tails at Nato-!ed peacekeeping troops and 
set a bus on fire outside the north Bosn- 
ian town of Doboj yesterday, hours after 
hardliners lost another town in the area. 
Police loyal to Bosnian Serb president Bfl- 
jana Plavsic yesterday look control of a po- 
lice station at Prijcdor which was controlled 
by hardline nationalists during the Bosn- 
ian war. The crowd in Doboj were de- 
manding the removal of a checkpoint set 
up by the Nato-led Stabilisation Force north 
of the town. Reuters 


When Yasser Arafat 
fainted at the Arab 
League conference in 
Cairo last weekend he 
triggered fresh 
speculation among 
Palestinians and Israelis 
about who would replace 
him if he died. The 
answer, it became dear, 
was that he has no clear 
successor. Patrick Cockbum 
examines the Palestinian 
leader’s remarkable hold 
over his people. 


Circumcision plea 


A US doctor called yesterday for univer- 
sal circumcision in Europe, saying the health 
benefits outweighed any of the complica- 
tions. Dr Edgar Schoen, of the Kaiser Foun- 
dation Research Institute in Oakland, 
California, said circumcision offered in- 
creased protection against urinary tract in- 
fections, cancer of the penis, and sexually 
transmitted diseases such as Aids. Reuters 


His aides say robustly that “he 
is os strong as a horse”, but 
since Yasser Arafat injured his 
head when his plane crashed in 
a sandstorm in Libya in 1992 be 
has suffered from black-outs. In 
recent weeks, as the stalemate 
in negotiations with Israel con- 
tinues, he has looked increas- 
ingly haggard and depressed. 

ff Mr Arafat does die, he has 
no obvious successor as either 
Palestinian leader or national 
symbol. Even at the nadir ofhis 
fortunes, after his expulsion 
from Beirut by Israel in 19S2. 
attempts to replace him have 
never looked like succeeding. 

The only two Palestinian 
leaders who approached him in 


prestige have both been assas- 
sinated in the last 10 years. 
Khalil Vfazir (Abu Jihad) was 
killed by an Israeli team in Tu- 
nis in 1988. Salah Khalaf (Abu 

Iyad) was killed three years lat- 
er by one of his own body . 
guards working for Abu Nidal, 
the Palestinian guerrilla leader. - 

Constitutionally Mr Arafat 
should be replaced - though he 
himself apparently disputes 
this - by Ahmed Qureia (Abu 
Ala’a) the speaker of the Pales- 
tinian parliament. There would 
then be a presidential election. 
A candidate favoured by the US 
and Israel is Abu Mazen, the 
negotiator of the Oslo accords, 
but neither he nor Abu Ala’a 
axe popular figures. 

Mr Arafat would also be dif- 
ficult to replace because he is 
the only member of the lead- 
ership in exile in Tunis, which 
returned to Gaza in 1994, who 
was acceptable to the 25 mfl- 
lion Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

The same division between 
“outsiders” and “insiders” also 
probably disqualifies Faisal 
Hussein! and Hanan Ashrawi, 
both of whom are popular. 
The most likely development, 
in the short term, would be a 
collective leadership of politi- 
cians and security men, with 
neither predominating. 

It is not easy to run a rests- 



Hitler’s wage slaves 


A Bonn court is to decide today whether 
21 elderly Jewish women should be paid 
for working as pari of Adolf Hitler’s vast 
army of Second World War slaves. 

The r uling could open the gates to a 
flood of Hahns by some of the 12 million 
slaves that Hiller’s armaments minister, Al- 
bert Speer, put to work across Nazi-occu- 
pied Europe, lawyers said. 

About 13 million former slave labour- 
ers under the Nazi regime still live in east- 
ern Europe. Reuters 


Greeks turn turtle 


Great survivor: Yasser Arafat’s rivals as leader of the Palestinians have either been 
assassinated or out-manoeuvred Photograph: Brian Harris 


tance movement in the Middle 
East The mam Iranian oppo- 
sition to the Iranian regime, for 
example, has ended up as a 
catspaw of Saddam Hussein, 
the Iraqi leader. In contrast the 
Palestinian leader has avoided 


becoming anybody’s pawn. 
Though dictatorial, he is not 
bloodthirsty, never eliminat- 
ing his Palestinian opponents. 
Mr Arafat’s career has been 
studded with defeats, but he has 
usually played with a weaker 


hand than his opponents. His 
ability to recuperate stem s fr om 
his refusal to go against the 
stream of Palestinian opinion, 
whatever the urging? of Wash- 
ington and the rest of the 
world. 


Restaurants specialising in turtle soup 
may have do do without their main ingre- 
dieni after Greek forestry officials freed 423 
restaurant-bound tortoises near the north- 
ern city of Salonica. 

The animals were illegally taken from 
various parts of Greece by two unidenti- 
fied foreigners who intended to sell them 
to eastem-European restaurants. 

Associated Press 
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Bankers tremble as Li takes 
a leaf out of Mao’s red book 
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just when everyone 
thought that China had 
signed up to the new 
market-oriented world 
order, premier LI Peng 
has shown that the old 
Maoist values are not . 
dead. Stephen Vines in 
Hong Kong observed 
him berating the 
luminaries of the IMF 
and World Bank about 
the evils of Imperialism 
and the bullying of the 
weak by the wealthy. 
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Widescreen Format 




In his keynote address Mr Li 
spoke of how developing coun- 
tries had ‘freed themselves 
from imperialist and colonial- 
ist domination and won na- 
tional liberation and 
independence after centuries 
of foreign oppression and en- 
slavement*. 


His words sent a tremor 
down the spines of the assem- 
bled central bankers and fi- 
nance officials who, the 
previous day, had given a rous- 
ing reception to Zhu Rongji, Mr 
Li's heir-apparent, as be 
weaved hs way through the vo- 
cabulary they are more accus- 
tomed to hearing. The dour but 
sharp MrZburoded off mon- 
ey supply arrf debt 
spoke enthusiastically about 
economic reform arid general- 
ly gave the impression that 
China, was happily heading 
down the capitalist road. 

Mr Li, by contrast, was 
merely dour.. Delivering his 
speech in exactly the same way 
he addressed the just complet- 
ed LSth congress of the Com- 
munist Party in Peking, jhe 
warned the big powers that .in 
no circumstances should any 
country be allowed to impose 
its social system and ideology 
on others’. 

Reading the rhetoric of the 


supposedly faded Maoist era 
Mr Li said that developing 
countries had ‘smashed the 
monopoly of world affairs by a 
few countries and lent a pow- 
erful push behind the move- 
ment towards a multipolar 
woricT. 

China, the world's biggest 
recipient of development aid, 
does not, in Mr Lfs eyes, see 
itself -as a supplicant “Eco- 
nomic assistance must not be 
attached with any political con- 
ditions," he sternly warned 
would-be donors. “Such prac- 
tices as bullying the weaker or 
less fortunate by dint of one's 
power or wealth should not go 
unchecked." 

In what sounded to many 
like a reference to China's 
perennial struggle with the 
United States to obtain Most 
Flavoured Nation (MFN) trad- 
ing status, he said countries 
could not “be allowed to impose 
sanctions, or threaten to do so 
at every turn”. 
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Smoke haze over the state of Sarawak, Bor- 
neo, hit record danger levels as firefight- 
ers raced to control the forest Gres m 
neighbouring Indonesia which arc res- 
ponsible for the smog. . 

The national BeroJona news agent? said 
that 2,000 fire-fighters from Malaysia, in- 
cluding medical and commumcatron ex- 
pats, were leaving for Indonesia in stages 
to help put out the fires. Mohamad Rah- 
mat, the information Minister, said that 
evacuation of the 2 million people who live 
in Sarawak would be a last resort. Reuters 
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Blacks chip away at monuments to Afrikaner power 




tl *rn 


s Li take 
red bool 



Monuments come and 
monuments go as the 
new South Africa 
struggles to forge a 
common cultural 
identity. Three years 
after the ANC came to 
power not everyone 
wants to party on the 
National Heritage 
annual holiday. Mary Braid ' 
finds oiitwhy. 

Tbe lowering bronze statue of 
the late Steve Biko did not re- 
main unscathed for long. Just 
hours after it was unveiled by 
President Nelson Mandela, tbe 
signature of the AWB, the 
right-wing Afrikaner paramil- 
itary organisation, was spray 
painted at the feet of the lib- 
eration hero. 

The timing made it a par- 
ticularly vicious act. For as 


Biko’s image was being de- 
faced the Uruth and Recondl- 


the testimony of five security 
policemen who have confessed 
to causing his death 20 years 
ago. Now Its threats that blood 
would flow before Afrikaners 
relinquished power have come 
to nothing, the extreme right 
seems to have turned towards 
mom performs of resistance. 

Mr Biko's memorial, un- 
veiled earfier this month, is part 
of what-Themba Wakashe, an 
arts nrinistiy director, describes 
as the levelling of South 
Africa’s lopsided heritage; a cul- 
tural terrain, which after four 
decades of Afrikaner nation- 
alism, is still carpeted with 
monuments and memorials to 
“Volk" heroes and dead Na- 
tional Party presidents. 

•There was a time when jrou 
drove through this country and 
looked at what was preserved 
and you would never have 




guessed you were in an African 
country," says Mr Wfekashe, 
who is at the forefront of the 
campaign to redefine South 
African culture. It is a delicate 
business because the resent- 
ment of the deposed, as tbe rare 
act of vandalism shows, sim- 
mers just beneath the surface. 

As Biko went up this month, 
John Vorster, tbe late former 
National Party leader, came 
down. On Monday, bis bust, 
overshadowing the entrance 
to the notorious Johannesburg 
police station which took his 
name, was removed to a police 
museum in Pretoria to daps 
and sarcastic shouts of “go 
well" from a crowd. 

Ibday, to mark National 
Heritage Day, the John Vbrster 
tower block, from which a suc- 
cession of black activists “fell", 
will be renamed Johannesburg 
Central 

But such removals hare been 
few. The ANC is deliberately tip- 


toeing through the cultural 
minefield. In the interests of rec- 
onciliation the Presdent has op- 
posed wholesale toppling of the 
symbols of the past. 

In the early days, some 
blacks wanted to storm Preto- 
ria's austere Voortrekkcr Mon- 
ument, erected as testament to 
tbe Afrikaners’ conviction that 
they were God’s chosen people. 
Ibday, many blacks stiD believe 
there has been too much pussy- 
footing around. This week tbe 
grandson of Enoch Sontooga, 
composer of the liberation an- 
them “Nkosi Sikelel iAfrica”, 
said it was time for the music 
to stand alone as the National 
Anthem and that the 
Afrikaans' “Die Stem", which 
was tagged on for the sake of 
unity, be dropped. 

But, so far, that has not been 
the ANC way. In parliament, 
portraits of the old NP leaders 
hare been removed from the 
main foyer but they have been 


rehung in stderooms. And al- 
though there bare been provin- 
cial skirmishes over the 
removal of busts of Hendrik 
Verwoexd, apartheid’s architect, 
most Afrikaner symbols have 
been left alone. Most remark- 
able perhaps, there has been no 
mass manufacture of Mandela 
statues and attempt to make a 
cull of his personality. 

Instead the government is 
simply adding to a past it may 
detest but accepts; resurrecting 
blade writers like Sol Plaatje 
and honouring black heroes. 

Ibday, President Mandela 
opens Robben Island as a na- 
tional monument, and the island 
on whkh he was imprisoned for 
much of his 27-year incarcera- 
tion will take its place alongside 
the Voortrekker. 

But the right wing and 
Afrikaner cultural organisa- 
tions which have mushroomed 
since 1954 seezn unmoved by 
the softly softly approach. They 


argue that while their symbols 
survive they are under constant 
threat and that their culture is 
wilting as schools and univer- 
sities are forced to forsake 
Afrikaans for English. Yester- 
day tbe National Party said it 
still supported Heritage Day, 
the holiday introduced after the 
country’s first democratic elec- 
tions. But their support is 
hardly wholehearted. And 
while they condemn Biko's de- 
facers, the Freedom Front and 
Conservative parties, further to 
the Afrikaner right, can see 
nothing to celebrate. 

They admit that President 
Mandela has offered their cul- 
ture some protection, but insist 
the pressure will increase once 
tbe “Great Reconciler" goes. 
“You don't throw a frog in boil- 
ing water," says Freedom Front 
MP Dr Pieter Mulder. “He 
would jump right out again. You 
put him in cold and slowly 
turn the temperature up." 
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i Potent symbol Graffiti appeared on the statue of Steve 
f Biko hours after it was unveiled Photograph: Sean Woods 
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Ludicrous examples 
of Labour secrecy: 
an MP’s challenge 


New government, same 
old secrecy: details of 
surgeons’ charges in the 
1920s, a hazardous road 
bridge and even an 18th- 
century map are among 
the documents still kept 
from public view. 

Fran Abrams, Political 
Correspondent, 
recounts a Liberal 
Democrat MP% fight for 
open government. 

There are limits to the Gov- 
ernment's commitment to free- 
dom of information, it seems. 
Even after promises of a new 
law to bring greater openness, 
some documents are still so sen- 
sitive they must remain secret 
many years on. 

"Taxi drivers carrying fares 
without depressing flags, 1935- 
1952," “Dangerous driving con- 
ditions at hump-backed bridge 
on Beckenham Road London, 
1935-1951," “Police fees for sur- 


geons 1926- 1953. "The release 
of these documents could lead 
to distress and even danger for 
police surgeons, taxi drivers 
and their descendants, the Cab- 
inet Office minister Peter Kil- 
foyle has decided. 

Mr Kilfoyle promised to 
look into the issue after Nor- 
man Baker, Liberal Democrat 
MP for Lewes, raised it in a 
Commons debate. But after in- 
vestigations he has told the MP 
they cannot be released. 

“All these fries remain 
dosed by Lord Chancellor's In- 
strument as they contain in- 
formation which could cause 
substantial distress (or eudan- 
germent from a third party) to 
the persons affected by their 
disclosure or their descen- 
dants," he has said in a letter 
to Mr Baker. 

The MP is not impressed. 
“Who were these taxi drivers 
carrying'?" he asks. “M15 
agents? Even if they were, why 
not just block out their names?" 

Mr Kflfqyle has confirmed 
that the files remain dosed not 
for reasons of national security 


Plans for promotion 
of women rejected 

Plans for positive discrimination to put 
more women on Liberal Democrat short- 
lists for Westminster seats were rejected yes- 
terday, despite the support of the party 
leader, Paddy Ashdown. 

Representatives also voted against sim- 
ilar proposals to put more women on in- 
ternal committees but agreed that shortlists 
for European Parliament elections in 1999 
would have 50 per cent women on them. 

The rejected proposals, which meant en- 
suring that all paxiiamentary short-lias were 
at least 50 per cent female, provoked a 
fierce debate. The conference appeared to 
be evenly divided but the plans needed a 
two-thirds majority in order to be passed. 

Richard Burt, a councillor from Dud- 
ley, said the moves would put discrimina- 
tion into Liberal Democrat rules. “I was 
unfortunate enough to experience the 
identical changes in the Labour Party 
four years ago ...It was a disaster." 

Baroness Williams of Crosby, support- 
ing the measures, said people would not 
vote for the liberal Democrats if they 
thought they were not "playing fair between 
men and women." 

“If the conference rejected the measures 
it would be telling them that the Liberal 
Democrats were not prepared to move on 
an issue which was crucial to our times.” 

— Fran Abrams 



Closed ranks: Files on taxis carrying fares "without depressing flags*, 1935-52, remain classified Photograph: Hutton Getty 


but of “personal sensitivity" Mr 
Baker says there is a serious les- 
son to be learnt from this ex- 
change with the minister. 
“Here is the first test of this gov- 
ernment's commitment to free- 
dom of information. It is on 
something innocuous and yet 
they are blocking it." he says. 

Mr Baker intends to appeal 


to the Lord Chancellors com- 
mittee responsible for reviewing 
closed documents to see if he 
can get the decision reversed 
The MP will also raise the 
issue again when he lodges a 
Private Member’s Bill on free- 
dom of information next Jan- 
uary. He wants the number of 
years for which documents are 


closed reduced from 30 years 
to 20 but adds that the Gov- 
ernment must also tackle a 
culture of secrecy which still 
pervades Whitehall. 

Yesterday, the Lord Chan- 
cellor’s department would only 
refer The Independent to the in- 
dividual departments holding 
the documents. The oldest 


closed document held by the 
Department of Environment is 
a map of the River Dee from 
1771. 

A Home Office spokes- 
woman said the files might be 
less innocuous than they ap- 
peared. For example, the police 
surgeons’ papers might contain 
details of medical records. 


Madennan’s proud boast: 
‘Free to think dangerously’ 


The Liberal Democrats 
yesterday stepped up 
their attacks on Labour, 
with the party's 
president offering Tony 
Blair ‘wardrobes' full of 
polities. Anthony Bevins, 
Political Editor, reports. 


Robert Madennan, the Liber- 
al Democrats’ pres dent, won a 
rare cheer of approval from 
rank and file- representatives 
yesterday with a description of 
a Labour government devoid of 
substance and ideas. 

With sections of the party 
exceedingly concerned that 
Paddy Ashdown is allowing 
the Liberal Democrats to be 
swallowed up by Labour, the 
leadership spent the day trying 
to mark out the independence 
of their territory. 

They were helped by the in- 
tervention of ft: ter Manddson, 


minister without portfolio, who 
used a newspaper article to 
warn Mr Ashdown that he was 
playing a dangerous game if he 
was serious about working with 
Labour while making “invalid 
criticisms” of government 
spending policy. 

Mr Adi down, who address- 
es the conference today told 
The Independent that he was 
“seriously relaxed" about the 
- Manddson intervention, saying: 
“I am delighted that people are 
beginning to understand, some 
more perfectly than others, 
what constructive opposition is 
about There seem to be some 
in the Labour Party wfio still be- 
lieve that constructive opposi- 
tion is compliant opposition. It 
isn't and it isn't going to be." 

The independent spirit of 
the Liberal Democrat tradition 
was superbly carved out by Mr 
Maclennan, who told the con- 
ference that the party of ideas 
and abundant policy could help 
fill the Labour vacuum. If 


Labour wanted to steal the 
clothes of liberal Democrat 
policy, he said, “we have 
wardrobes of clothes". 

Mr Madennan said Labour 
had won the election without 
much of a policy but with a 
vagueness sold with brilliance. 
“Labour offered a sort of bravu- 
ra vacuum - everything was 
‘new 1 , 'exciting’, ‘challenging’, 
• 'modem'. Four adjectives in 
search of a noun. Rjur attitudes 
looking for substance." But be 
warned that a complex world 
would not be met by saying those 
four words ever and again. There 
had to be the equivalent of 
Beveridge reports. 

“The swan gliding over the 
water is lovely, but somebody 
has to do the feet We are the 
party of the pamphlet, the 
working party, the report, the 
debate on the report. 

“If you prick us we bleed ink 
- ink and ideas. Lots of us write. 
Many of us can read. We can 
also think because we are free 


to be outrageous. Not being 
phrt of government, we can 
think dangerously." 

Mr Madennan said the Lib- 
eral Democrats should become 
a powerhouse of political ideas. 

However, be did not confine 
his criticism to Labour. He 
said that perhaps the lb ry pari- 
ty was over. “The idea that the 
Conservatives might never gov- 
ern again is seriously argued," 
he said. “The possibility that 
they might decline into an ide- 
ologically pure,’ bunting brigjbt 
En^ish nationalist party is per- 
fectly thinkable." 

Last night, Malcolm Bruce, 

• the party’s Treasury spokes- 
man, reluctantly accepted part 
of the Government’s own Con- 
dition on the 1 time table for the 
single currency. Having previ- 
ously preferred a 1999, first- 
wave entry for sterling, Mr • 
Bruce told a Confederation of 
British Industry fringe meeting 
in Eastbourne that that now 
seemed “increasingly unlikely". 


It’s unwise to push 
Pinocchio too far 

The smaU, craggy-featurcd man in the immaculate white shirt 

who sat down next to me at breakfast yesterday was omi- 
nously newspaperless - and thus in search of a coavcisa- 
tion. He found it with the melancholic young man on me 
other side of the table. Time was, he told the young man in 
the accents of Lancashire, when the Liberal Democrats would 
only have held their conferences m Brighton or Blackpool. 
But as his party became more successful (he continued, un- 
interrupted), so it varied its venues. It now travelled to Har- 
jqgate, Bournonouth - to any {dace in fact where the Liberals 
now had representatives* Eadi in his view (the mournful youth 
was gating put of the window) had its own particular 
strengths and weaknesses, which he happily enumerated in 
some detaiL 

Such, then, is the mood in Eastbourne, occasioned by the 
Lib Dems best election results since Magna Carta. With 46 
MPs, they are chippy, confident, they even swagger a little. 
As a party, they remind one of a nice, arffeiary4otitin^ slight- 
ly nerdy male student (computer studies and politics) who 
has just scored after the rag balL No matter that the girl was 
drunk at the time, or on the rebound after a bad relation- 
ship with a Hooray Henry, he now feels himself to be in a 
position tp advise others ou the arts of love. 

And no one is the. target of more such advice than that 
electoral Romeo, Tony Blair. Whenever he is spoken about 
in public here, it is in pitying or patronising tones. He has 
- they all agree - no guiding ideology, no strategy, no roots. 


SIQETCH 
BY DAVID 
AARONOVITCH 


no great principles, but rather dashes from decision to de- 
cision with manic good intention. 

This is the image of Blair as a political Pinocchio, a bounc- 
ing marionette with a painted smile, full of enthusiasm but 
seduced by any passing, glittering diversion. If ever Blair is 
to become - in Lib Dem terms - a real boy, then he will 
need to be guarded by an external conscience, admonished 
should he set off arm in arm with the wicked fox of power 
and the weedling cat of opportunism. 

Few qualify better for the role of Jiminy Cricket, sent by 
Providence to guide the puppet’s steps, than the soft- 
spoken Robert Madennan. the Liberal Democrat president. 
Lacking only an old top hat and a furled umbrella, Jiminy 
Madennan hopped up to the rostrum and warned Pinoc- 
chio of the dangers of inconstancy and lack of attention to 
detaiL “The swan gliding over the water looks lovely," he 
chirruped sagely, “but someone has to do the feet". How 
amusing. How true. 

- It was a beautiful speech which elegantly reminded his 
listeners in the hall that they were hugely superior in wis- 
dom and morality to everyone else on the planet, and that 
their one possible fault was excessive modesty. Everything 
that was good about New Labour had first been Liberal De- 
mocrat; the only problem being that Labour could never catch 
up, because, being very radical, the Lib Dems were always 
changing. 

But what happens, I wonder, if Pinocchio gets a bit fed 
up with all this Polonian counsel and tells Jiminy Cricket . 
to take a running jump? Or, to put it another way, does not 
the role of effective conscience demand a certain circum- 
spection, a level of friendly discretion? 

- That is not their way, alas. Back at the breakfast table, Mr 
Craggy was still going strong. "Eventually I’d like to see us 
go to Aberdeen," be was telling his over-polite, despairing 
young neighbour as I got up to go. Sometimes, so would I. 
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Hague seeks clear mandate for Tory party shake-up 


William Hague, his 
sights on victory in the 
Tory leadership ballot, 
yesterday outlined his 
plans for party reform, 
and sharing a bedroom 
with 1 his franc£e at the 
party conference. Colin 
Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, says he 
cou^d be making a rod 
for his own back. 


■William Hague said yesterday 
that he needed “a lot more than 
a narrow victory” to secure a 
mandate for his leadership and 
reform of the Conservative 
Party. 

His remarks on BBC radio 
shew confidence that he will win 
a majority, but could leave him 
open to attack if it is less than 
a convincing result after com- 
ing under withering fire from 
all sides. 

Mr Hague is facing a rebel- 
lion by grassroots members 


who are demanding a say in 
leadership elections, and criti- 
cism from Tbiy grandees in- 
cluding Alan Dark, who fear he 
is taking too much power away 
from MPs. 

Mr Hague brushed aside ob- 
jections raised by Baroness 
Thatcher and the Tbiy old 
guard who have raised eye- 
brows about bis sharing a bed- 
room with his fiancee, Ffion 
Jenkins, at the party conference 
in Blackpool, before they are 
married. Pressed to say whether 


it was a double bed, Mr Hague 
invited the Radio Five Live in- 
terviewer, Sybil Roskoe, into his 
bedroom. “Come and have a 
look if you like," he said When 
it was suggested that that his of- 
fer would be taken up by news- 
papers. he said: “It was a 
personal invitation.” 

The Tory leader has en- 
countered almost daily attacks 
on his tour of the country to 
build up support for his lead- 
ership aad planned reforms to 
the party. Yesterday he sampled 


a curry in Birmingham before 
telling local Asian business- 
men about his reforms. Today, 
he will be in Salisbury. 

But it emerged yesterday be 
could have spent the time en- 
joying a drink and a doze in the 
sunshine with John Major and 
the former Hong Kong gover- 
nor. Chris Patten, at the home 
■of ex-Tbry MF Tristan Garei- 
Jones in Spain. 

He was invited to join the 
former prime minister chi a hol- 
iday in Spain but turned him 


down because he was too busy 
campaigning for a “yes” vote in 
Che membership haiioL 

There were suspicions at 
Westminster, as -reported in 
The Independent on Saturday, 
that the trio of old pals may 
have been plotting Mr Hague's 
downfall in the olive groves of 
Candeleda, a village west of the 
Spanish capital, Madrid. 

Friends of Mr Major, who 
say the new Tbiy leader and his 
predecessor are “quite close", 
say Mr Hague was invited to 


join in the holiday fun, but 
turned the offer down. 

The former prime minister 
is “fully behind" Mr Hague, 
they say, and reject the idea of 
any secret plot to undermine 
the Tory leader. “He regards die 
idea that this is some son of ca- 
bal as daft. This is a long 
planned holiday which Mr 
Hague was invited to join, but 
couldn't because he had his 
huge regional tour." a source 
said The Independent reported 
yesterday that Mr Major will 


give his backing to Mr Hague 
minutes before the results of the 
ballot arc released. 

Lady Thatcher will also lend 
her support later in the week, 
when Mr Major has left for a 
speaking engagement in Amer- 
ica. 

Mr Hague's shadow cabinet 
colleagues were stung ii. 
activity yesterday, issuing more 
press releases than they have all 
summer, after being accused in 
the media of being a bunch of 
unknowns. 


Labour councillors 
face suspension 


Allegations of corruption 
have swept through 
Labour councils across 
the country in the past 
few months. Christian 
Wolmor previews a report, 
to be discussed by the 
party’s National 
Executive Committee, 
on damaging charges 
faced by Labour 
councillors in Glasgow. 


Labour is expected to take 
lougfr action against nine Glas- 
gow councillors accused of 
bringing the party into disrepute' 
over allegations of junketing 
and misusing a council fund 
A report on the allegations 
is due to presented today to 

Labour’s ruling National Ex- 
ecutive Committee and is ex- 
pected to show that there was 
widespread abuse in Glasgow 
of the way that conference 
trips and other visits were al- 
located to councillors. 

h will also say that a special 
fund the Common Good Fund 
which b under ihe control of the 
provost, (the equivalent of 
mayor south of the border) was 
misused because it was used to 


allow councillors to go on trips. 
The report is deeply critical of 
the whole management of the 
Labour-controlled council. 

The report is based on 
interviews hy a team of inves- 
tigators with 37 of Labour's 75 
councillors, but the publication 
of the report was delayed to en- 
sure it did not interfere with the 
devolution vote. 

Four councillors - Pat Lal- 
ty, the provost. Bob Gould, the 
leader, Alex Mosson, the 
Deputy Provost, and Gordon 
MacDiaimid, doe deputy leader 
- are all likely to be recom- 
mended for suspension. Five 
other councillors, who do not 
hold senior positions on the 
council, are likely to be rec- 
ommended for expulsion. 

Charges of bringing the par- 
ty into disrepute are likely to be 
drawn up against ail nine and 
passed to the party’s national 
constitutional committee which 
will decide what action to take. 

Firm action is assured. Tony 
Blair is anxious to show that 
Labour will not tolerate sleaze 
in its ranks. Similar action is 
likely to be taken 3gainst 
Labour councillors in Don- 
caster where investigations are 
being carried out by the police, 
the Labour party, the district 
auditor and the council itself. 



stonre Campaigners at the where they wern trying to force a jutSrial review of the Gow c ii rn i c Ji t^ 

granting of licences for oil exploration in the Atlantic. They say rare coral is endangered Photograph: Rui Xavier 


Brown reignites 
Cabinet pay row 


Two Cabinet ministers 
broke ranks and 
indicated that they 
would get a pay rise next 
year. Co/in Brown, 
explains how John 
Prescott is trying to 
defuse the issue. 


The Cabinet yesterday looked 
set to get an increase in pay af- 
ter two ministers said that part 
of ihcir £16,000 rise would be 
paid in stages, in spite of a re- 
newed call for restraint by the 
Chancellor. Gordon Brown. 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, said: “The position 
is clear, that the Cabinet, has 
agreed we should not take the 
full pay increase, that it should 
be deferred and (hat John 
Prescott {Deputy Prime Min- 
ister] and others should look at 
how it is phased and staged in.” 

David BlunkelL Ihe Secre- 
tary of State for Education 
and Employment, said that Mr 
Prescott would find a consen- 
sus for this year's pay rise, but 
a decision on next year's pay set- 
tlement should not be reached 
until the next report by the se- 
nior salaries review body. It is 
expected that the rise from 


April will be limited to ihe rise 
for nurses and most other pub- 
lic-sector workers. 

Mr Prescott was sounding 
out Cabinet colleagues on plans 
for defusing the row, including 
the possibility of linking future 
pay rises to those for civil ser- 
vants. when news broke that Mr 
Brown had waded hack into the 
row. “I have insisted that, across 
the board, public-sector pay 
settlements must be guided by 
firmness and fairness," Mr 
Brown said. His reference to 
“across the board" was seen as 
a rebuke to Cabinet ministers 
still squabbling over iheir rises. 

Cabinet sources confirmed 
yesterday that they were ex- 
tremely angry both about being 
“bounced" into forgoing the pay 
rises by the Prime Minister 
and the Chancellor, and about 
(he way it was handled. 

Mr Prescott was given the 
task of peace-maker by the 
Prime Minister, and began con- 
sulting colleagues last week by- 
telephone. The deputy Prime 
Minister did another ring- 
around of the Cabinet on Mon- 
day nighL 

Mr Prescott is concerned 
that unless the Cabinet ac- 
cepts a hike in pay at some 
stage, they could be overtaken 
by their junior ministers. 
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FAMINE IN NORTH KOREA 

URGENT APPEAL FOR AID 
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For the third consecutive year the harvest in North 
Korea has been ruined by devastating floods. Many homes 
have been destroyed and millions of people face starvation. 
Already huge numbers of children are barely surviving on 
a diet of tree bark, grass and roots. The floods have also 
severely damaged the nation’s health system leaving it 
ill-equipped to deal with malnourished and suffering children. 

The people of North Korea are in desperate need. The 
Red Cross is organising emergency supplies of food to 
vulnerable groups and medical equipment to the failing 
neaith sector. 

Your help is vital. Just £26.00 could feed a family of four 
for two months. This money can help the Red Cross save lives. 

Please call now with your credit card donation. 

0171 201 5040 

QUGTMG REFERENCE 8852 

Or you can send a cheque or postal order with the coupon below. 
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endow: a cheque/ postal order (payable to British Red Cress > (ox S 

□ £250* □ £50 □ £35 □ £26 Other £ ! 


CV please debit mv Visa /Mastercard /Ame\ /Diners Chib /Switch Card 
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Today’s date- 


. Signature 


Mr/ Mrs/ Miss/ Ms. 

Addrutct 


Port code. 
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Grand old 
lady of Paris 
comes to the 
London stage 


Next week, the 
Corned ie Franfaise will 
spearhead a French 
invasion of British 
theatre land that will last 
until Christmas. Here 
we present a portrait in 
words and pictures of 
the oldest national 
theatre company in the 
world, not seen in 
London since 1973. 

PhiHppe Tesson , theatre 
critic of Le Figaro, looks 
at the company’s 300- 
year history 


The Comedie Frangaisc is a 
very old lady whose main func- 
tion is to hear witness to the 
three centuries that made the 
French theatre's glory. It is 
commissioned to keep alive, 
with a duty of excellence, the 
national repertoire of which 
Moliere. Racine. Marivaux are 
the prestigious emblems. 

But like ail old ladies, she 


has her own coquetries and 
sometimes gives way to au- 
dacities more likely to be found 
in a young girl’s character. She 
puts on Genet, she plays 
ComeQle in the '‘destroy” style 
or Offenbach, in the manner of 
a boulevard play. She can even 
be eccentric. But there is no 
harm in her being an object of 
scandal for real theatre and real 
life are worth that price. And 
anyway, the Comddie Fraucaise 
always lands. on her dignity. 

For she is a national prop- 
erty. like the Chateau de Ver- 
sailles, coq auvinOT Napoleon's 
haL The French keep a jealous 
eye on her. Created by Louis 
XTV. she sailed through the 
monarchy, the Revolution, the 
Empire and the Republics with- 
out any infringement of her priv- 
ileged status as a public 
institution. She imperturbably 
holds out against History. The 
most market-oriented econo- 
mists would not dare hy to turn 
her into a private enterprise. 

The Com£die Frangaise is 
actually the only issue on-which 
the French can never disagree. 


By appointment to the Sun King 


Founded in 1 680 by Louis XIV 
himself, the Comedie Frangaise 
originally held a royal monop- 
oly on all theatre in the French 
Language. 

For nearly a centuiy, it per- 
formed in a converted jeu de 
paume (a kind of tennis court) 
in the rue Fosses-Saint- 
Germain. It then moved to the 
Salles des Machines at the Tui- 
leries and in 17S9 was granted 
a new theatre - later renamed 
the Odecn - near the Luxem- 
bourg Gardens on Paris’s left 
bank. After the French Revo- 
lution. the company briefly split 
Into two groups: the conserva- 
tives and the liberals. The con- 


servatives stayed at the Odfion, 
while the liberals moved to the 
rue de Richelieu. In 1799, the 
company reunited at the latter 
address, where it operates today. 

As the Society des 
Comediens-Fran^ais, the com- 
pany's actors are employed un- 
der titles of great formality, nnd 
today number 34 sodetaires and 
27 penskmnaires. Past members 
include such luminaries of the 
French stage as Rachel Sarah 
Bernhardt, Jean-Louis Bar- 
rault, and Madeleine Remind . 

While the Comedie Fran- 
Saise is best known for its rich 
productions of the classical 
French repertoire, its annexa- 
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tion of the Theatre du Vleux- 
Colombier and addition of a 
Studio Theatre have led to a 
new flexibility in mixing old and 
new across the three venues. 

For the company’s first vis- 
it to London in over 20 years, 
however, and to launch' the 1 2- 
week French Theatre season, 
Jean-Pierre Miquel, the 
Com^ die’s artistic director, has 


chosen to present a true tS&- 
sic of the Gallic theatre -Kene 
Carlet de Chamblam de Mari- 
vaux’s 27th play, and dramatic 
swansong, Les Fausses Confi- 
dences (1737). A; hard-hjftjcig. 
even scandalous, attack' on 
class arid , cbaractef, ft’s ri'play 
whose central theme can be 
summed up in a single word: 
money. i 




FRENCH THEATRE SEASON 




Les Fausses Confidences by Marivaux 
Directed by Jean-Pieme MfqueJ 
Comedie Francaise at the Lyttelton Theatre. 
Royal National Theatre, London SE1 
30 Septet Oct 

The oldest notional theatre company in the 
WJrid performs Marivaux’s comedy. With 
English surtitfes. 

Three plays by Michel Vinaver 
Overboard 

Translated by Gideon Lester 

Directed by Sam Walters 

The Orange Tree Theatre, Richmond. Surrey 

2 Oct- 1 Nov 

Neighbours 

Translated by Paul Antal 

Directed by Geoffrey Beevers 

The Orange Tree Theatre 

4-22 Nov 

Dissident, Goes Without Saying 
Translated by Peter Meyer 
Directed by Auriol Smith 
The Room, The Orange Tree Theatre 
6-23 Nov 

La Dispute by Marivaux 
Contention by Dkfler-Georges Gablly 
Directed by Stanislas Nordey 
Sadler's Well* at The Peacock Theatre, 
London WC2 
29-31 Oct 

With Mamma's dark comedy and GabHy's 
contemporary segue* Stanislas Nordey explores 
the force of desire m a production which hup 
this year's Avignon FesarnL With sureties 
La Maladie De La More by Marguerite 


Duras. Directed and designed by Robert 
Wilson 

Sadler’s Wells at The Peacock Theatre, 
London WC2. 

5-8 Nov 

Through dance, music, visual arts and language. 
WBson transforms Duras’ modem tragedy for 
the stage. With English surtrdes. 

The Chairs by Eug&ne Ionesco 
Translated by Martin Crimp 
Directed by Simon McBumey 
Royal Caurt/Th&cre de Complicity at The 
Reg Court Theatre Downstairs. London ' 

From 19 Nov 

The aedakned Thcdtre de CompBdie teams up 

^ the Royal Caun far a production of 
Ionesco's trope farce. Simon AtcBumey 
Sustrates the tale of an elderly couple on an 
island with typkal visual finesse. 

New Voices From France at The RoyaJ 
Court Theatre Upstairs, London WC2 
One More Wasted Year by Christophe 
Pellet 

Translated by Martin Crimp 
Directed by Mary Peace 

18- 22 Nov, 9. [2, IS. 18 Dec 
Rehearsed readings of 
Agnes by Catherine Anne 

Le Renard du Nord by NoeJIe Renaude 
Mickey la Torche by Naocha de 
Pontcharra 

Une Envie de Tuer Sur le Bout de la 
Langue by Xavier Durringer 

19- 22 Nov 


A rare opportunity for British audiences to see 
the mast vibrant work by a new generation of 
French dramatists. 

Roberto Zucco by Bernard-Marie Kokes 

Engfish verson by Martin Crimp 

Directed by James MacDonald 

RSC at The Other Place. Stratford-upon- 

Avon 

fn repertoire 20 Nov-11 Feb 98 
The first major production offtakes' work hi 
Britain follows the enigmatic Roberto Zucco on 
a mythical journey af violence and intrigue. 

Rockett Shorts: A special season of six 

short plays by Samuel Beckett 

Directed by Kade Mitchell 

RSC at The Other Place. Stratford-upon- 

Avon 

22 Oct-13 Nov 

Footfalls, Rocfcafy. Not * Embers. A Piece of 
Monologue and That Time have been 
thematkuNy selected to provide a programme 
which explores time, memory, death and 
gender , : 

Oh Les Beaux jours by Samuel Beckett 

Directed by Peter Brook 

Royal National Theatre at RJversWe Studios, 

London W6 

27 Nov-6 Dec 

Wirmteb buried, up to her waist, then up to her 
nedc With nothing but her scant possessions', 
fading memories and her almost comatose 
spouse. Winnie becomes a survivor. Brook has 
chosen Beckett's French language version, 
written a year after the Entfsh Happy Days. 
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Surely there’s more to 
life than ‘This Life’? 


To look at the current crop of 
new plays, you'd think that ail 
twentysomethings are interested 
in is Britpop and beer. But then 
again, what else are young 
playwrights to write about except 
their own inexperience? 

By Dominic Cavendish 



Photcr Adrian Dennis 


“Something’s got to be said, and I don’t 
know if we've got anything to say." says a 
young woman, cradling a Can of beer, sur- 
veying her audience meaningfully. In its 
posturing lack of assertion, this anti- 
statement - from Zero, by Frantic 
Assembly - could serve as the creed of a 
bizarre new dramatic sub-genre: Lhe 
twentysomething play. 

Plays written by twentysomethings, 
particularly male twentysomethings, have 
been rife for a while. But many of the so- 
called "brat pack" credited with rejuven- 
ating theatre over the past few years 
precociously located their imaginations be- 
yond the immediate concerns of their peer 
group. Martin McDonagh. for example, 
headed for fantasy Ireland in The Leenane 
Trilogy, Jez Bu tterworth for a reconfigured 
Fifties Soho in Mojo. When 31-year-old 
Mark Raven hill (above) marched on to 
home soil with Shopping and Fucking last 


year, it locked as though the definitive stage 
answer to television’s This Life had been 
written in one fell swoop; henceforward it , 
would be hard to convey the experiences 
of the in-flux generation, struggling with 
their precarious Nineties lives, without a 
sense of dejd in, of uninspired sameness. 
(Aptly, Ravenhill himself has now been 
commandeered to breathe angst into This 
Life's third series). 

Yet the prosaic and the repetitive, the 
stressed-out as much as the sexed-up, are 
the flaunted hallmarks of the current crop 
of plays about men and women barely old 
enough to remember the last Labour gov- 
ernment, Even more than Shopping and 
Fucking, these co-devised pieces confine 
themselves to the here and now, conjur- 
ing a physically urgent sense of an age group 
whose time is almost audibly ticking away. 

Frantic Assembly's Zero is TV’s Friends 
without the jokes. Or the character details. 
It does, though, have cans of beer, which 
the cast throw to one another, in a chum- 
my way, m between rushing around to 
screeching techno music and earnestly ad- 
dressing the audience like new-found best 
buddies. Instead of a Manhattan apartment, 
they have a large, plastic doll’s house. Ap- 
parently conceived “in the back of a 
minibus approaching the equator in 
Ecuador”, Zero's theme is the millennium 
The tone alternates between the portentous 
- "We are children of chaos, children of the 
damned” -and the hyper-confessional -“I 
can see I'm really boring the tits off you”. 

John Keates’s 27, performed by his 
theatre company Fecund, involves a sim- 
ilar act of navel-gazing to bursts of Brit- 
pop and club anthems, the title marks the 
age at which Keates became conscious of 
time galloping, and provides the cue for a 
multi-media retrospearveAxlebration of his 
life to date: birth, school teen crushes, uni- 
versity, trips to Ibiza, first shite job, Lon- . 
don hedonism etc. He (or, at least, the actor 
playing him) becomes a kind of eveiybloke, 
on a journey of self-realisation, his con- 
clusion: “What's wrong with failure? 
Glorious failure?” 

Keates wouldn’t exactly be an ideal suit- 
or for Grace, the quaintly named hero- 
ine of Sarah Woods's play of the same 
name! who has not a gram of the chemi- 
cal generation in her. Her days are spent 



How do you get twentysomethings into the theatre? <3ve them lots of 'Shopping and Fudting’. No wonder Marie Raventdl (left) is moving to This Life* (above) 


sorting through the options that force their 
way through umpteen haicb-doore in her 
bedroom walls as her biological alarm- 
dock hits 30. Her opening “memo to self”, 
in which she makes a note to do every- 
thing horn get married to swim the Chan- 
nel, suggests that she could be the 
younger, more surreal sister of Bridget 
Jones. Like Ms Jones, her refrain is one 
of jocular exasperation - she is too pan- 
icked to have anything insightful to say. 

It would be convenient to dismiss these 
plays as under-achieving, self-indulgent, 
creatively bankrupt attempts to cash in on 
youth culture, their truisms fit only for 
people with zero taste. You’re .in your 
twenties? You got nothing particular to ssy? 
Don't worry - throw on some jeans and a 


T-shirt, and let's do the show right here! 
Except that critics and audiences alike have 
fallen for them in a big way. Particularly 
Grace , still on lour after a year. As Vict- 
oria Woisley, who plays the image of her 
former “disastrously angle” self, points out, 
~ Grace is about recognition, not revelation. 
Some guys ask, ‘What’s it about?* It is or- 
dinary, but that's the point It doesn't feel 
ordinary when you are going through it; it 
feels very parnfaL” 

“From the perspective of a traditional 
playwright, 27 is a bad play,” John Keates 
admits, “but there is something happen- 
ing, which it is difficult to define. The in- 
tention is create emotional temperatures 
that, in an accumulative way. have an im- 
pact on the audience.” 


Director’s guff , you might think, but. de- 
spite its patchy script. 27 is a surprisingly 
moving representation of a constantly 
chan g in g period of development: like the 
other two works, its content is imaginatively 
bound up in its form. 

Dramatised statements of the obvious, 
then, but why shouldn't theatre perform this 
rather modest descriptive role from time 
to time, in its search for new audiences and 
new relevance? The only danger is, of 
course, that every young company will start 
feeding on its own inexperience; we’ll be 
dragged into ayouth ghetto and bludgeoned 
with mortgage crises and premarital hang- 
ups. We'll just have to learn to spot pale 
imitations of This Life, a few months ago 
itwasDaragb CaniHe's Language Roulette, 


guys and gals quick-firing Seventies TV ref- 
erences at each other in a pub. At the mo- 
ment. it’s Matt Markham's Questing in 
Hampstead, which opens with the immor- 
tal line: “Imagine what life will be tike when 
the last can of beer has been opened.” 

That’s one generational gambit this par- 
ticular lager-swilling 27-year-old finds im- 
possible to -swallow. 

’Questing V to Sunday. Pentameters Theatre. 
London NKG [0171 435 3048) 

‘Zero': 13-15 October, RAC. London SWll 
(0171-223 2223) 

‘Grace': 18-19 October, BAC (as above ) 
'27': 27 No\ember-14 December, ; Oval 
House. London SWll (0171-582 7680) and 
touring 


Full bard and lodging at the Intercontinental 


At the end of August the 
actor Christopher Luscombe 
completed a (2-month 
stint in Stratford with the 
RSC. Most of his 
colleagues then took a 
well-earned break. But he 
set off on an international 
tour with his one-man 
show, ‘Half Time*. This is 
his version of events... 


Tuesday 24th August 

Heathrow. Not a great start. 
The plane to Cyprus was de- 
layed and check-in was inter- 
rupted by a seeuriiy alert. I still 
haven't recovered from the 
ordeal of shutting up my digs 
in Stratford and moving back 
to London, and now I’m trav- 
elling through the night with a 
bag of props and an addled 
brain. Over the next three 
weeks I'll be risking five coun- 
tries and ten venues with mv 


one-man show. Once air- 
borne, I embark on a fitful line- 
run (I last performed the piece 
more than a month ago in 
Chichester); the stewardess 
casts a nervous glance in my di- 
rection as I jabber silently to 
myself. I arrive as dawn breaks 
over the Troodos Mountains, 
and am met by Wing Com- 
mander Malcolm Jones, my 
host for the next week. 

Thursday 28th August 
I'm performing at military bases 
in Cyprus, the first venue being 
RAF Akiotiri. Small stage, 
siccpty-rakcd seating and new 
lighting rig - oh, and Malcolm 
tells me we're sold out. In oth- 
er words, near-perfect condi- 
tions. It takes longer than usual 
for the audience - mainly offi- 
cers and their wives - to start 
laughing. But they do seem to 
be listening hard (that terrible 
euphemism). In thesecond half 
the response picks up and I find 
I’m enjoying myself. 




Friday 29th August • 

An open-air show hosted by the 
Commander of British Forces. 
Normally I'd be apprehensive 
about going alfresco, but with 
such warm weather and no 
breeze it seems quite a good 
idea. The lighting is very rudi- 
mentary though, and my sound 
cues are relayed over the fam- 
ily’s domestic hi-fi. But I'm de- 
termined to rise above the 
problems - amongst which is a 
pillar centre stage. Wonderfully 
attentive black-tie audience 
led by the merrily laughing Air 
Vice-MarshaL Occasionally vis- 
ited on stage by a bat but 
manage to keep my concen- 
tration. Had I spotted the 
gecko which was apparently 
darting mound ray feet it might 
have been a different story. 

Monday 1st September 
Everyone stunned by the news 
of Princess Diana’s death. Af- 
ter some deliberation, the Air 
Vice-Marshal decides that the 


show must go on, so we head for 
Ayios Nikolaas, an army garri- 
son to the east of the Island. 
We’re outdoors again, but it's 
less picturesque this time - a 
makeshift stage in the corner of 
a huge car park, surrounded by 
enormous hangars. Desperate- 
ly bleak by day, but by nightfall 
a surprisingly intimate acting 
area emerges. A smaller audi- 
ence, perhaps because of the 
news. At the end I’m asked to 
dedicate the performance to the 
Princess and we all stand for the 
national anthem. 

We must have made a pa- 
thetically touching sight in this 
desolate carpark on a far-flung 
patch of British territory. 
Tuesday 2nd September 
Stayed last night in Officer’s 
Mess accommodation and 
woke up to a lavish breakfast, 
followed by a lazy morning 
reading every newspaper in 
sight. Tore myself away at 
lunchtime and Malcolm drove 
us to another garrison - Dheke- 


World-class ballet comes to 
the Labatt's Apollo, Hammersmith 




The Royal Ballet 

2„j September - iS October 

Romeo and Juliet 
Giselle 

The Sleeping Beauty 


Don f miss it - 
BOOK NOW 


Luiuf! 

APOI 1.0 


■rST *■ 




The LjbarrT Apollo. Hummersttrirh v 
Box Office 0171-416 00S2 
The Royal Bailer Box Office 0171-304 4000 
Tickerm osier 0171-957 4021 


Jia. Took a while to galvanise the 
technical team (a teacher, an 
accountant and Kevin - a 
schoolboy-on lights) to the ex- 
tent that I actually went to sleep 
during the rehearsal - a first. An 
enthusiastic audience, who 
sobered up abruptly for another 
curtain speech and a woefully 
inadequate recording of the na- 
tional anthem. 

Thursday 4 th September 

Arrive in Delhi to find both my 
performances here have been- 
can celled - one at the British 
Council, the other at the High 
Commissioner's Residence. 
The whole British Cbmmumty 
- and most of the Indians I meet 
-rea% are in mourning, and no- 
body’s in tiie mood for a com- 
ic show. So despite feeling a bit 
of a fraud, I resign myself to a 
holiday in the opulent sur- 
roundings of the H Cs des res. 

Sunday 7th September 

An amazing four days, in 
which life's been dominated by 
the Princess of Wales. At the 
Taj MahaL the architecture's 
sadly upstaged by a new tourist 
attraction - the bench where 
she- sat for that famous pho- 
tograph. Went to sign the book 
of condolence at the Com- 
mission, and to my bewilder- 
ment was rushed to the front 
of the long queue. Apparent- 
ly all guests of the High Com- 
missioner are given this 
privilege. The clerk who led me 
to the table dismissed my 
protests, although couldn't 
help inquiring as I sat down 
“who actually are you?” 


Tuesday 9th September 

From one oasis of luxury to an- 
other - the splendours of the 
Intercontinental Hotel in Mus- 
cat, where I'm joined by my en- 
terprising producer, David 
Donabie. The hotel staff work 
all day to turn a function room 
into a theatre, and we're re- 
warded with a terrific audience, 
led by the British Ambassador 
and his wife, who saw me a few 
weeks ago at Stratford and 
seem to be almost as well-in- 
formed about the London 
theatre scene as my agent 
Well, better informed actually. 

Wednesday lOtfi September 

On to the Dubai Interconti- 
nental, for two performances. 
Discover that Tm booked into 
Marbles Wine Bar, where the 
usual attraction is Madame - 



Christopher Luscombe: one man and hts Dogberry 


Huda, a voluptuous belly 
dancer. The audience are un- 
. derstandaNy nonplussed by my 
act. and tomorrow night I'm 
promised a more suitable space 
in this vast hotel. 

Thursday 1 1th September 

A rave in the local press - did 
they really see that fiasco last 
night and conclude “One-Man 
Show Enthralls Dubai”? Move 
over Paul Taylor. But toni#ti 
the show - now in a smart up- 
stairs room - does go down' a 
treat, although I say so myself. 
We’re stuck for a venue over the 
weekend (the theatre in Doha 
pulled out at the last minute), 
but the General Mana ge r of the . 
hotel m Abu Dhabi is in the au- 
dience and says-heli tty and fix 
something up for us. . 

Tuesday 16th September 
Have spent a glorious weekend 


lounging around at the Abu 
Dhabi Intercontinental and, 
true to his word, the Manager 
here has secured us a perfor- 
mance tonight at Lhe British 
Ambassador’s Residence. His 
Excellency seems only too hap- 
py to throw open his doors at 
such short notice, and has 
drammed up a splendid audi- 
ence to pack out the elegant 
drawing room. He sits on the 
front row with his Danish wife 
Sophie and their three beauti- 
ful blond children, who faugh 
raucoosly at all (he rude bits of 
the show. 

Wednesday !7th September 
The last night. Another “par- 
four performance’', tins time in 
Bahrain, -where our hostess is 
Adrin£, a glamorous Armen- 
ian Who seems to combine 
running the city’s internation- 
al School with coordinating the 


local social scene. 

We celebrate the end 
tour with a night on ih 
but I soon begin to wilu 
mindful of tomorrow’ 
start and the flight hoi 
be strange to feel the chi 
English autumn next \ 
Newcastle, but 111 apf 
company both on- ai 
stage at the Theatre Rr 
tervals aren’t much ft 
one-man show, nor is t 
men! of walking into the 
lerwards, when you si 
feci strangely guilty for 
handedly hijacking eve 
qvening. At least nes 
Shakespeare can take s 
■ the blame loo. 

Christopher Luscomb 
tentfy appearing with the 
'The Mcny Rives of W 
and ’Much ado about A 
at the Theatre Royal, Ne\ 
Bookings 0191-232 206, 
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25 years on the 
Connection needs 
no correction 
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From Saturday, readers of The 
Independent* can get 15 per cent 
off French Connection’s winter 
collection for men and women. 
Tamsin Blanchard recommends the 
best buys for the season ahead. 
Photographs by Julian Marshall 



This autumn, you may sense a gap in your 
wardrobe for a short leather skirt with side 
splits; a pair of boot-cut suede trousers; or 
a calf-length coat with a tie belt and a fake 
fur collar. You can have them all, and save 
money in the process: French Connection 
is afferingJndependent readers 15 per cent 
r . off at its 22 stores around the country. 

French Connection gjew out of the 
founder, Stephen Marks’s own label, be- 
gun in 1969. The movie French Connection 
was released in 1971, and when Marks 
teamed up with a Paris-based, designer the 
following year, he borrowed the name. It 
was an inspired choice, giving the chain a 
cosmopolitan- stamp. The whole idea 
was to bring designer fashion to the high 
street," says Marks, in between this week's 
shop openings in 'Watford, Amsterdam, Mi- 
ami and Pasadena. 

FC’s strength has always been its abil- 
ity to produce design-led fashion at af- 
fordable prices. One of ihe strongest 
pieces for this season, a green Indian em- 
broidered and sequined dress, takes the la- 
bel full circle back to the early days when 
ethnic fabrics were its trademark. 

. French Connection launched its range 
for men in 1976, and in 1986 followed it 
with childrenswcar. 

By definition, fashion changes con- 
stantly. The secret of survival is to keep one 
step ahead of the pack. On the whole, 
French Connection has achieved this. It has 
even managed to develop its own contro- 
versial advertising campaign, with ad man 
of the moment Trevor Beattie. Just four 
letters, FCUK, have worked miracles for 
the company’s street crccLA simple white 
T-shirt bearing the logo FCUK has become 
a clubber's must-haveand created a new 
generation of customer for the company. 

“1 wanted the advertising to stand 
out." says Marks. And the stark white ad- 
verts, some without a product in sight, do 
• just that, and with a sense of humour. “All 
we're making is a few frocks,*’ he says. 

FC has managed to evolve with the 
Nineties from something that, in the 
Eighties, was in danger of becoming tired 
and dated, into something minimal and 
modern; and that’s just the shop fittings. 
The clothes achieve a dever balance, re-' 
fleeting catwalk trends, without alienating 
\ the customer. French Connection fans 
^ know they can find comfort and utility as 
well as something a bit out of the ordinary. 
The company offers a range of dotbes that 
is. saw Marks, “a little more forward". 

One of the main differences between 
designer fashion and the high street ver- 
sion is the willingness of the retailer to com- 
promise. The catwalk may dictate power 
shoulders, but if the consumer thinks 
they look ridiculous, she won’t buy them. 
"The public are the best judges.” says 
Marks. “And when they're buying in the 
quantities they are, then we’re giving 
them what they want.” 

For men who can shop for themselves 
there are leather and suede jackets and 
knitwear that ranges from nigged and 
chunky to fine-gauge and V-neckedL There 
are also shoes, and scarves that look 
hand-knilled. 

For work. French Connection offers the 
best classic single-breasted suit for £220. 
That's a saving of £33 with one of The In- 
dependent's exclusive discount tokens. 
How can vou afford not to go shopping? 
FC' OK." 
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Main photograph: Green sheer sequin 
shift with underslip, £100; scarf. £30; 
cardigan £60 

Far left Man's camel suede shirt £225; 
boude scarf, £15 

Left Tie-front grey coal with .fake fur 
collar, £200. grey sparkle v-neck t-shirt GO 

Above, from top: 

Man's navy fleece zip-up top £70. Man’s 
brown single-breasted suit jacket, £H0. 
trousers, £80: orange 
V-neck jumper with shoulder stripe. £50; 
black loafers with twist detail, £90. 

Beige V-neck. T-shirt, £20; beige suede 
trousers. £160; camel ponyskin desert 
boots, £86. 

Grey single-breasted suit jacket £160: 
trousers. CTO, scarf GO. 

All from French Connection 
branches nationwide. 

Inquiries: 0171-399 7200 

Stylist: Charlie Harrington 
Make-up: Alex Babsky 
Models: Nathalie and Freddy at Select 
Photographer’s assistant: Ben Hames 


L ON DON F ASHION WEEK 

From Impossible to be Worse to Hard to be Better 


Spain's top fashion designer 
Ls slumped in a chair, 
sucking on a Marlboro. She 
doesn't look like the 
glamorous vision her press 
clippings suggest, but Amaya 
Arzuaga van be forgiven. 
Having flown into London 
from Madrid, where she has 
been celebrating the end of 
Spanish Fashion Week, the 
27 -war-old looks in need of 
a ton. But that will have to 
vi .lit. There » next Tuesday s 
fashion show to organise. 

Ar/uapi is half-way there 
already* Her spring/summer 
collection for men and 
women sits on rails in The 
spacious studio of her 


London agent Palladio. 
There are similar rails in 
Paris, Milan. New York and 
Madrid. This is not unusual 
for a designer who despite 
her youth is extremely 
organised; she has 300 
stockists world-wide, and an 
annual turnover of £10m. 

Arzuaga showed for the 
first time in London last 
March. The show made the 
front page in Spain, where 
she is designer of the year, 
but she seems uninterested 
by tbeir adulation. 

“Spain is not happening 
for fashion; it is very boring 
and very conservative, they 
all dress pijo" she says in 


her heavily accented Engli sh . 
Pijo is Spanish for preppy, or 
yuppy. She is lucky. Her 
father, Florentine), runs an 
exclusive vineyard which 
produces some of the finest 
red wine in Spain. His label, 
Arzuaga, guaranteed the 
young designer an instantly 
recognisable product; her 
mother, Maria Luisa, is also 
a knitwear designer and 
manufacturer. 

The young Amaya grew 
up on a sprawling estate 
near Madrid. “It was not like 
Falcon Crest, you Snow,” she 
insists when asked about her 
upbringing; and this is 
despite sharing the grounds 


of her family home with 300 
wild deer. However, it is 
clear that she is now fairly 
shy of the high life. "1 do not 
mix with fashion people, I 
live in the country and read 
a lot," die says. Tfen years 
ago it was different. Miss 
Arzuaga was a wild child. 
She sang in a band called 
Impossible to be Worse, 
hung out with Almodovar's 
muse Rosie de Palma, and 
wore the most outrageous 
Gaultier she could find. 

After attending the 
Madrid University of 
Fashion, Arzuaga designed 
her first knitwear collection, 
and sold it in Paris. She is 


known for clever and 
colourful knitwear designs 
that many unusual fabric 
combinations, and for the 
latest in computer 
technology, but colour and 
texture is where she excels. 
“It is a preconception that 
1 only do knits, “ she says. 

Jn fact, though stores such as 
Whistles. Liberty and 
Browns Focus sell her 
jumpers, there is much more 
to Amaya Arzuaga clothes. 

The collection that is 
being shown as part of 
London Fashion Week ts her 
seventh. About one-third is 
knitwear; the rest is a 
confection of quirky. 


asymmetrical slip dresses 
with delicate embroidery. 

It also features candy-striped 
men’s trousers and shorts. 
Elements of London style 
include hand-painted shirts 
and dresses, and lopsided 
vest tops with layers of 
stretch organza over 
textured prints. There is ■ 
also a line of sunglasses 
and jewellery. What next? f 
Wett, if her clothes are £ 

anything to go by, her * 

father's wine must be 7 

a very pleasant tipple. £ 

Waiter! v 
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Melanie Rickey 
Portrait: Outumuro 
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B E LOVED AND BONK 

Diary of a divorce 

Ir's a funny old place, grief. In the past month since 
Beloved left. I've found myself sobbing gratefully 
in the arms of Tories. Masons and even, God help 
me. people who would vote double yes to devolv- 
ing their parish council. 

It's not that I simply force myself on complete 
strangers and say excuse me my husband has just 
left me. I need to soak your lapels and smear snot 
down your collar for a few moments. Tio, it’s more 
that huge amounts of compassion and warmth lurk 
in the most unexpected of places. 1 mean, fm a 
good left-wing liberal and I make bard and prej- 
udiced judgements about people on the basis of 
dress, accent, and vehicle. So it comes as a shock 
to discover that Land-Rover drivers with Sloane 
habits and county voices can press you to their bo- 
som with greater sincerity than Levi wearers with 
glottal stops and old Citroens. 

In too. it has been a month of discoveries. I have 
discovered how people come to do murder, sui- 
cide and anaesthetic free willy-ectomy; I've dis- 
covered that violently unsisLerly thoughts about 
Beloved's Bonk are a great comfort at four in the 
morning: and I've discovered how to change the 
message on the answerphone. This last nearly led 
me into seriously unacceptable behaviour, of 
which Beloved would most definitely not have ap- 
proved. I changed our old message (Beloved 
gloomily giving his many alternative numbers) to 
a new one me saying hello and giving one of 
Beloved's alternative numbers. As I did it, the op- 
tions open to me became apparent: “Hello leave 
a message after the tone. If you wish to contact 
Beloved you are not my friend anymore’ or “If you 
wish to contact Beloved you need therapy 1 " “If you 
wish to contact Beloved phone him between 1 and 
2am." I finally settled on “and if you wish to con- 
tact Beloved you’ll need a Ouija board.” I left it 
on the machine for about an hour, twitching ner- 
vously right next to the phone, and then I chick- 
ened out. because I ding. In the face of all the 
evidence to the coatrary I ding to die hope that 
Beloved will leave Bonk and come back to me and 
I feel that “Contact Beloved by Ouija” is hot a mes- 
sage that would smooth his safe passage home. 

Of course there isn't anything that will do that, 
so I've found myself looking for signs and portents 
of the sort I used to predict the outcome of spelling 
tests or adolescent crushes. “If the nest car is a yel- 
low golf then he still loves me.” Well not quite like 
that because 1 don't think they made yellow golfs 
so I'd be setting myself up for a lifetime of failed 
spelling tests and broken marriages wouldn’t I? The 
one l tried last week was “If-he-sees-me-in-this- 
new-dress-itTl-all-bc-OK”. I had it planned .... my 
exit to a solo outing as he arrived to pick up the 
kids. But for the first time in our entire married 
life he was early. Instead of a brief snarl of blue 
silk and black high heels as 1 slammed the back 
door in nonchalant defiance, he snuck upstairs and 
caught me doing my mascara in the landing mir- 
ror with my tights on over my knickers and no dress. 
Then when I finally teetered resplendent into the 
kitchen, the straps on my shoes were loo loose and 
1 hud to climb off them and try making an extra 
hole with the corkscrew. Bv this time I was shak- 
ing with the strain so I missed the strap and near- 
ly speared a major artery. 

But maybe it was a good portent, because he 
made the holes for me with some evening-shoe- 
si rap-holing device on his Swiss army knife. 
Knives'.’ Puncturing'.’ Yes come in Mr Freud ... 1 
could still have a chance. 

Stevie Morgan 
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Give in, cop out - a mother’s confession 


What are we doing to 
our children? Bringing 
them up to express 
themselves freely in 
a way we never could, 
or foiling them by 
refusing to teach 
them how to behave? 

Is it because we are ~ 
enlightened that we give 
them their own way? 

No, says Diana Appleyard, it 
is because we feel guilty ... 


I recently had tea in of those 
grand old fusty hotels, in Leam- 
ington Spa, with my grand- 
mother and mother. I took 
along my four and nine-year-old 
daughters, both giving smart 
dresses a rare airing. I felt so 
proud of them as we walked in. 

While we were waiting for 
the tea to arrive, my four-year- 
old behaved as she always does 
- climbing over the chair, peep- 
ing at people, and then, bored, 
trotting up and down the aisles 
of ebaire, singing happily to her- 
self. I smiled fondly at her, un- 
til I realised my grandmother 
was not smiling. She was ap- 
palled. “You would never have 
behaved like this," she said. 
“Oh, come on nanan,” I said. 
“She's only four." My mum 
butted in, “No, you wouldn't.” 
Thinking about it on the way 
home. I realised that no. I 


probably wouldn’t My sister 
and I would have sat quietly on 
the edge of our seats, buttoned 
up in well-pressed Windsor 
Woolly outfits. If Fd started to 
climb on my seat, or shouted, 
my mum would have smartly re- 
moved me from the ‘hotel 
lounge and I would have been 
m severe disgrace. My whole ap- 
proach to parenting is radical- 
ly different from my mother’s. 
It took this one small episode 
to remind me bow different. 
Our children ^weair 'bright, 
stretchy leggings from Next, T- 
shirts and soft Lycra tights. 
Their clothes are like mine are 

- stretchy, bendy, do what you 
want. 

We give in over all sorts of 
matters, large and small. Go to 
the supermarket any day of 
the week, and you'll hear chil- 
dren pushing their parents to 
the limit with demands for 
sweets, throwing themselves to 
the ground, yelling, refusing to 
move. And what do we do? In- 
stead of smacking the child 
hard - in front of other people 

- tucking them under one arm 
and walking out of the super- 
market never to return, we ne- 
gotiate. We say, “If you stop 
behaving like this then you can 
have some sweets. If you’re 
good you am sit in the front an 
the way home”. Our generation 
of parents believe you don’t im- 
pose absolute authority on chil- 
dren - you negotiate, let them 
have their say, and their way. 


Are we producing self-aware 
children* or uncontrollable 
ones? Many of my friends - in- 
cluding mothers who stay at 
home - say they are finding it 
harder and harder to control 
their children. My own nine- 
year-old will frequently answer 
me bade -in public- and almost 
every request is met with, 
“Why?” or, “So what?” The 
question is - why bave we 
changed our parenting styles so 
Vadkalfyfrom thoseofourpar- 
ehts?:Eslt Iove?'Or-i§Tt some- 
thing else? Guflt? 

“The main difference is of 
course that often, both parents 
work,” says Jenni Renwick- 
Smith, a child psychologist who 
deals with behavioural prob- 
lems. “Instead of the mother 
making it her main job to bring 
up children, we rely on child- 
minders, nurseries, nannies or 
au pairs. Even grandparents 
now are often too busy, or live 
too far away to help." 

Of course, she says, there 
have always been children who 
were cheeky or rebellious, but 
now she fears we are creating 
a generation of deeply insecure 
children - who don't react to 
their parent's attempts at dis- 
cipline because it isn't consis- 
tent. Most parents feel they’re 
doing' their best - but often, 
they’re simply ool “This is very 
hard to say and I don't want to 
impose further guilt on moth- 
ers who have to work, but if a 
child goes through a lot of 


changes in the years before 
they are five it does have an ef- 
fect We are forcing our children 
to be independent much earli- 
er. Most children seardj for con- 
sistency and boundaries. If a 
creche has different members of 
staff each week, that is enor- 
mously confusing to a young 
child. If a nanny or au pair sud- 
denly leaves; then that is a loss 
tantamount in importance to a 
death - and they wfll think it’s 
their fault • ;/ '* J 
“To a young-dSilct the^dutt 
they’re with is their whole 
world. Anyone in child psy- 
chology will tell you that if you 
change those adults on a fre- 
quent basis, a child will become 
very unhappy and very insecure. ’ 
“If you leave the upbringing 
of your child to a constantly- 
changing rota of adults with dif- 
ferent sets of rules, you cannot 
expect your child to accept 
yaur rules at borne. They wfll be- 
come very confused, if they’re 
allowed to do certain things at 
the creche, but not at home. It’s 
insecurity we’re talking about, 
and it’s not an intellectual prob- 
lem, but an emotional one.” 

This makes very uncom- 
fortable reading to so many of 
us, who exist in a generation 
where it is entirely acceptable 
for mothers - and fathers — to 
work full-time and delegate 
the responsibility of bringing tip 
their children, for the majority 
of time, to others. Parenting 
now means child-care hassle. 


Jenni Renwkk-Smith goes as far 
as to say she shudders to think 
what our children ’s'paren ting 
skills wiD be like. 

“It is a conundrum for every 
working parent I know. We try 
so hard to think we are doing 
the best we can for our children, 
and we try to compensate in so 
many ways for simply not being 
there.” 

This, says Renwick-Smith, is 
why we see so many children 
ftfowifig tarttemnsahd refi^smg; 
tb accept authority, and whybld- 
er.dnldren seem so reluctant.to . 
accept our rules. 

“We refuse to accept that •• 
parenting is a long, hard, con-, 
astern slog. It is hard work to 
make children behave. You 
have to be ruthless at tones, and 
unpleasant. When you’ve done 
a full week’s work and you’re 
confronted with a screaming 
child in a crowded supermarket 
on a Saturday, do you realty feel 
up to a blazing row? i 

“Laying the law down and 
denying our children things 
they want is so hard for us -be- 
cause we’re so scared of push- 
ing them away-we fed so guilty 
about working in the first place. 
It Isn’t just parents. It’s now the 
philosophy of most schools to 
let children self-express - if 
they're bored sitting down, they 
get up and wander around. 
Children are taught to think fru 
more independently, and not be 
afraid to voice their own opin- 
ions. 


"This is a positive step for- 
ward, but what’s also happen- 
ing is that many of the teenagers 
I see have little or no awareness 
of other people’s feelings. We 
give in to our children so often 
to make up for not being there, 
we’re not teaching them to 
think about other people’s 
needs,” says Renwidc-Smith. 

My mother regarded bring- 
ing myself and my sister up as 
her main job. If we behaved 
bad^it reflected on her skills 
ash parent I have spent much 

- more time working than I have 
bringing up my children. There 
is now a much greater accep- 
tance of uncontrolled behaviour 

- if my children behave ap- 
pallingly in public T get sympa- 
thy, not opprobrium. 

. The main period of change 
m parenting came in the sixties, 
when the extremes of libertar- 
ian philosophy filtered down 
gradually to ordinary young 
parents and became authorised 
by Dr Spock and, later, Pene- 
lope Leach. Authoritarianism 
wfll never return - and should- 
n’t, says Reuwick-Smith, citing 
the example of Japan, which has 
one of the highest rates of child 
suicide and depression in the 
civilised world. But many of us 
are slowly coming round to the 
idea that children do not nec- 
essarily know best, and that in 
over-compensating for the lack 
of time we spend with them we 
might be creating a generation 
of insecure brats. 
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Saga's got it covered 


If you are aged 50 or over, you could 
protect your home and contents for 
less with Saga Home Insurance. 


DEBORAH ROSS 

Was I curried by Edwina ? 


Saga Home Insurance 
can offer you aenui ne 
1 sa\ incs over other 
policies while giving 
I you cover that fully 
*jJ protects your home and 
possessions. Combined 
with first rate claims 
and customer service, it 
is no wonder that almost 
400.000 people insure 
their homes with us. 

j Call us FREE today. 


Saga Price Promise 
For New Customers 
If you Find another 
comparable policy at a 
lower price within 2 
months of talcing out 
Saga Home Insurance, 
we. will refund you the 
difference. 

For a free no obligation 
quote simply call us 
with all relevant details, 
on the number below. 


On Saturday I interviewed Ed- 
wina Currie. On Monday morn- 
ing. that interview appeared in 
this paper. On Monday after- 
noon, Edwina announced her 
26-year marriage to Ray Currie 
was over. Come Monday 
evening my answerphone was 
flashing with messages that 
went “‘Is scoop there?" Oh, ha- 
bloody-ha. 

But did I really miss the 
stoiy? No. I did noL My own 
view is that it was Edwina who 
missed the opportunity to tell 
me, which is a shame, because 
I am a very sympathetic listen- 
er and could have said some 
useful things along the lines ot 
“How did Ray put up with you 
for as Long as he did?” and 
“What did he see in you in the 
■first place, anyway?” 

Now, I’m not saving Ed- 
wina isn't entirety without some 
endearing characteristics. She is, 
at heart, a wry caring, warm 
person, the - sort who had 
worked out that her elderly 
mother had sufficient funds to 
provide for her own nursing care 
for “two and a half years should 
it come to it". Certainly, she is 
not the mossier of seif-obses- 
son she is often made out 10 be. 


I spent eight hours with her, all 
and all and during this time she 
often asked me questions about 
myself. One was: “Would you 
mind carrying my bag?" And 
that was about it. actually. 

Anyway, I did ask Edwina 
about her marriage. Truly. I did 
And she said the things she al- 
ways says about her marriage. 
Ray is brilliant. Ray ’likes a qui- 
et life' and lets her do her own 
thing. Ray ‘enjoys my books 
enoraKnisiy.’ Edwina writes a lot 
about sex. And talks about it a 
lot, too. Some people say that 
those who go on and on about 
sex do so because they aren't 
getting any. Perhaps, yes, I did 
miss a clue here. 

But what if I’d asked : “Are 
you and Ray about to split up?’ 
Would she have answered truth- 
fully? 1 don't think so. Hang on, 
are you saying that Edwina 
would have lied? No, of course 
I'm not. She is. I'm sure, a very 
honest person. But she lied to 
the press all the tone when her 
daughter, Debbie, went about 
pretending to be a pop star. “I 
found myself telling lies! Bald- 
faced lies! And whea Debbie 
and I read them back we were 
in stitches. Stitches!’ 


0800 414 525 

Quoting reference 
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Lines open Monday to Friday 830am - 7pm, 
Saturday 9am- 1 pm 
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Of course, there, was nothing 
cynical about Edwina making 
the announcement when she 
did. On Saturday, when I ao 
compamed her to a book sign- 
ing session, I noted that 
business was so quiet she almost 
bad to half-nelson people into 
buying her latest noveL The fact 
that, from now on, she’ll create 
much more of a fuss and will be 
greeted in bookshops by, rf not 
more readers, than at least a foil 
turn out of the tabloid press is. 
Fra sure, entirely unrelated. 
Yesterday’s front page headline 
in The Daily "telegraph - Tm 
leaving home, says Currie in 
novel style - must live upset her 
greatly. 

In short, was 1 shafted? Yes, 
of course I was. In future, will 
I begun every interview with the 
question: “Are you about to di- 
vorce?" Absolutety. But I refuse 
to take any of this hard because 
I know Tm not a rubbish jour- 
nalist, It was I who, in thank 
you to remember, broke the sto- 
ry about Norma Major keeping 
grated cheese in an empty ice- 
cream tub in her freezer, so as 
to always have it handy. So don’t 
tell me I don’t know how" to do 
my job, thank you. . 



THE INDEPENDENT 

THE NEW MULTI BAND FM, MW, SW TEN BAND 

WORLD RADIO S 


Jusl £17,99 inc p&p 


This compact model measuring only 12cm X 7 Jem (4'£ x 3~J 
has eight Short wave selections whidi enable you w tune into 
overseas broadcasts. Perfect Tor home or holidays when you can 
listen into broadcasts from the world's major cities. Very useful 
for big sporting events as well as world news as it happens. 

When in use at home you can tune in to the Wodd aid still 
have the benefit of FM and MW for your favourite UK broad- 
casts! Ojwating with 2 AA batteries uiot supplied) the radio has 
the benefit of a DC jack allowing operation from mains supply. 

Very powerful whfa on excellent tone, our World Band radio has 
all the benefits that you would associate with larger and more 
expensive radios. The features iodode a "headphone socket for 
private listening, a 3fcm telescopic aerial, carrying strap. VHF 
led toning indicator and DXAocal switch. The 8 shan-vnwe 

bands cover a range of 5.90 io 18.10 MHz. You can purchase a 
universal mains adaptor for your radio far just £7 50 with set- 
tings which will enable you to operate ocher battery ; 

powered items provided that they have a DC socket. T PtesM^ndinr. 
The World Band radio is a snip a only £17 -99inctad- { Pies*: send me . 
'mS p*p. 



. Raiiofc v £17 QQ jgc pftp 
. Adapown 4 C7 X toe pftp 


HOWTO ORDER 

Fill b the coupon and send together With cheque or postal 
oidedt. NO CASH please to. 

THE INDEPENDENT WORLD BAND RADIO OFFER 
325 LONDON ROAD. WESTCUFF ON SEA. ESSEX SS07BX 
For Access/Visa orders, please plione • 

01702 332922 

Wfe deliver to addresses in the UK mainland only. Please 
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Jimmy Witherspoon 


James (Jimmy) Witherspoon, 
Mues singer: bom Gurdon, 
Arkansas 8 August 1923; died 
Los Angeles 18 September 
1997. 


The mao who invented the 
word “lugubrious*’ must have 
had Jimmy Witherspoon at the 
forefront of his mind. Spoon’s 
blues were classic, macho, 
tragic and vivid. 

If fish can love under water. 

And worms can love underground. 
If rats can love in a garbage op, 
Woman, you'd better not turn me 
down . . . 

When the points arc added 
up Witherspoon stands out as 
having been the ultimate 
amongst the troubadours of sex- 
ual disaster. He ranked with Joe 
Tbrner and Joe Will iams as the 
most powerful of the city blues 
singers, and his instinct for the 
music gained him an enor- 
mous following throughout the 
world. He was particularly pop- 
ular in Britain, coming there 
first in the early Sixties and re- 
turning until his final job last 
year at the Jazz Caf£ in London. 

Witherspoon began singing 
as a soloist in the f amil y church 
when he was five years old. He 
left his school in Arkansas in 
1 939 when he was 16, forged a 
rail pass (his father had been a 
brake man on the Missouri Pa- 
cific Railroad), and made his 


way to Hollywood, where he 
hoped to begin a career as a 
singer. In the great tradition of 
such journeys, he wound up as 
a dish-washer at the Owl Drug- 
store. The young boy sang 
whenever the opportunity pre- 
sented itself, and sat in with 
Art Thrum. Slam Stewart and 
T-Bone Walker. 

Witherspoon joined the 
Merchant Marine in 1941 and, 
when bis ship docked for repairs 
at Calcutta, sang fora tune with 
band led there by the Ameri- 
can pianist Teddy Weather- 
ford, He returned to California 
at an apposite moment jn 1944 
when the legendary blues singer 
’Wfelter Brown had just left the 
band led by another pianist. Jay 
McShann (with whom, inci- 
dentally, Charlie Parker had be- 
gun h is career a short time 
earlier). 

The two men got on well to- 
gether, and Witherspoon built 
up his name with McShann, 
staying until 1948. 

“I never forget the first 
theatre date I played. I had 
been looking forward to it for 
a year and a half. It was at the 
Regal Theatre in Chicago, and 
Dinah Washington and the 
Ravens were also on the b3L 
They went to the manager and 
said that there was too much 
singing, so they cut me out of 
the show. That hurt me worse 
than anything in my whole life. 


AU Td been doing was opening 
the show; and Dinah was the 
star.’’ 

McShann knocked the cor- 
ners off Witherspoon and 
taught him about the raw side 
of music. Like' many singers 
Witherspoon was restricted to 
singing in his favourite keys. In- 
strumentalists tend to look 
down on vocalists because die 
singers don’t have to put in the 
years of learning and practice 
that a born player needs to 
learn h» craft Witherspoon was 
aware of this when Art Thtum 
invited him to sing a number at 
a bar in Los Angeles where the 
pianist was playing. 

“He started in B-flat, but af- 
ter that he went into every key 
in the ladder, and I didn’t 
know which key he was in. Jay 
had told me that he’d do this, 
so I paid no attention to Art and 
his chord structures, kept my 

mind On B-flat, anrf sung righ t 

through. 

“‘Spoon,* he said, hitting me 
on the shoulder and laughing. 
'Nobody in the world can do 
that,’” 

■ Leaving McShann the 
singer settled in California, but 
he called McShann back when 
he recorded “Ain’t Nobody's 
Business’*, a ponderous blues 
which immediately fveamt* a bit 
in the rhythm-and-blues field 
and was to stay in his repertoire 
for the rest of his life. (This was 


not unusual, for a Witherspoon 
programme remained the same 
night after night, year after 
year, with even the “sponta- 
neous” announcements and 
cracks paraded at every 
performance.) 

Witherspoon continued to 
have hit records and extracts 
from some of his most atmos- 
pheric concerts were issued on 
78s with great success. But the 
tide of rc^k-and-roU enveloped 
him and business fell away, 
leaving him bankrupt in 1953. 

His career was revived in 
195Swhen, having abandoned 
the ifaylhrthand-blues slyle of so 
many of his hits, he began 
recording albums with jazz mu- 
sicians. A sensational appear- 
ance at the 1959 Monterey 
Jazz Festival when he sang 
with Earl Hines, Ben Webster, 
Coleman Hawkins. Woody 
Herman and Roy Eldridge 
gained him respect from the 
jazz specialist. Another session, 
recorded the same year at the 
Renaissance dub in Holly- 
wood had him backed by Web- 
ster, Gerry Mulligan and 
Jimmy Rowles and confirmed 
the jazz qualities of his singing 
His work appeared on an 
abundance of labels. 

He toured Europe with 
Buck Clayton’s band in 1961 
and went to Japan with Count 
Basie in 1963. He returned to 
Europe to tour each year 


throughout the Sixties and re- 
tained to the “pop” fold to have 
his “You’re Nest” recording en- 
ter the Hot 100 Hits of 1965. He 
worked briefly as a radio disc 
jockey and as an actor in the 
film Black Godfather. For his 
work in the latter the Black 
American Cinema Society gave 
him the Billie Holiday Phoenix 
Award. 

Witherspoon worked for 
Ernie Garside, the Manchester 
jazz impresario, and made sev- 
eral albums in En glan d. When, 
, in 1984, Witherspoon became 
ill in Manchester he was diag- 
nosed as having cancer of the 
throat and received immediate 
and vital treatment at Christie’s 
Hospital. After a long fight be 
.was able to return to singing a 
year or so later, but his conse- 
quent lack of stamina meant 
that he could appear only in 
very short sets. His voice was 
deeper and less flexible than be- 
fore and he adopted a more in- 
timate manner of projecting it 

He returned some five years 
ago to the Manchester Royal 
Exchange Theatre, which he 
regarded as a “thank you” 
reappearance to Christie’s. 

Witherspoon could be a dif- 
ficult man, subject as he was to 
mood swings and ego problems, 
but perhaps this simply placed 
him in the operatic, as well as 
the bhies, tradition. 

-Steve Voce 



•Spoon’: a troubadour of sexual disaster Photograph: Redfems 



Jepson: radio d£but in 1933 Photograph: Photofest 


Helen Jepson 


Helen Jepson, soprano: born 
Titusville, Pennsylvania. 28 
November 1904; twice 
married (one son, one 
daughter); died Bradenton, 
Florida 16 September 1997. 


The first singer to reach the 
Metropolitan Opera through 
the medium of radio, Helen 
Jepson was a lyric soprano 
with a dark-eyed, blonde-haired 
beauty that matched her 
charming voice. 

In the Thirties and Forties, 
American opera-goers were 
delighted to see a home-grown 
soprano alongside the more 
prominent European stars of 
the day, and she became 8 ma- 
jor attraction at the Met and 
other opera companies. She was 
the first soprano to record 
Gerebwin’s Porgy and Bess, had 
a starring role in The film The 
Goldwyn Folhes (1938) and 
sang on radio with the bands of 
Raul Whiteman and Rudy \&J- 
lee, both of whom later claimed 
her as their discovery. In fact. 


the conductor Philip James 
first featured her with his Ham- 
burger Symphony Orchestra 
on a local New Jersey broadcast 
in June 1933, months before she 
attracted the interest of those 
two gentlemen. 

Born in Titusville, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1904, Jepson grew up 
in Akron, Ohio, where she 
studied voice and had leading 
roles in higb-schod productions 
of I PngUacci, The Bohemian 
Gni and HMS Pinafore. She 
sold corsets and gramophone 
records to pay for tuition (also 
listening closely to records of 
Rosa Ponselle and other stars 
of the day) and won a scholar- 
ship to the Curtis Institute in 
Philadelphia. 

While a student, she sang 
with the Philadelphia Civic 
Opera and organised a summer 
troupe with three other singers. 
Calling themselves the Missis- 
sippi Misses,, they travelled 
6,000 miles in 12 weeks giving 
concerts in 87 towns. In 1930, 
after appearances with the 
Philadelphia Symphony Or- 


chestra and the Civic Opera, 
she created a sensation playing 
Nedda in I Pagliacci with the 
Philadelphia Grand Opera. She 
stayed with the company for 
three seasons until its financial 
collapse in 1932. • 

Moving to Manhattan with 
her husband, the flautist George 
PosseU, she made her coast-to- 
coast radio d£but singing “The 
Jewel Song” from Faust on 
Rudy Vhllee’s FIdschman Hour, 
on Columbus Day 1933 (after 
which \fcHee referred to himself 
as her “Columbus”). Engaged 
to make weekly appearances 
on the Paul Whiteman show, 
she was voted Most Important 
New Air Personality of 1934. 

Her broadcasts attracted 
the attention of the Metropol- 
itan and she made her d6but 
with them on 24 January 1935 
in the world premiere of Hor- 
atio Seymour’s one-act opera Jh 
the Pasha's Garden. Starring the 
great baritone Lawrence Tib- 
beft as a stem pasha who buries 
his wife’s lover alive in a trunk 
(in which he had been biding). 


it was a weak piece, but Jepson 
was acclaimed for her beauty, 
voice and charm. Violetta, 
Louise, Nedda, Melisande and 
Desdemona were among roles 
that followed, while she con- 
tinued to get regular bookings 
on the radio on The Bell Tele- 
phone Hour : Tour Hit Parade 
and other shows. 

On 10 October 1935 Porgy 
and Bess, the superb folk-opera 
by George and Ira Gershwin 
and Du Bose Heyward, had its 
premiere in New York, and just 
four days later Jepson and Tib- 
bett started recording its songs 
for Victor Records with the or- 
chestra and chorus of the stage 
production. It was well known 
that George Gershwin had 
originally hoped that Tibbett 
might create the role of Porgy 
and the composer supervised 
the recordings, which have fre- 
quently been reissued and still 
impress. (The original leads, 
Todd Duncan and Anne 
Brown, eventually recorded 
their roles in 1940 for Decca.) 

Jepson made few other 


recordings, though she pul her 
Desdemona on disc in an 
abridged 12-pan version of 
Verdi's (hello (with Giovanni 
Martinelli as the Moor and 
Tibbett as Iago) in 1939. 

Two years earlier, Sara 
Goldwyn, planning a film ex- 
travaganza called The Goldwyn 
Follies (to rival on screen the 
stage revues of Zicgfeld), cast 
Jepson as one of the stars. The 
resultant melange of comedy 
acts, opera, balleL jazz and 
popular music, linked by the 
wisp of a story, was an indi- 
gestible hodge-podge but there 
were some compensations, in- 
cluding luscious colour, songs 
by the Gershwins, and the 
preservation on film of Jepson 
singing “The Brindisi” from 
Verdi’s La Tmvlata (with 
Charles Kullmann), Enrico 
7bseUTs "La Serena ra", a cho- 
rus of the Gershwins’ “Love 
Walked In" (with Kenny Bak- 
er) and, best of all. a soaring 
“ Sempra Libre " which winningly 
displayed her fine coloratura. 

Paramount announced that 


it would be signing Jepson to a 
contract for a siring of filmed 
operettas, but. perhaps be- 
cause other opera stars (in- 
cluding Tibbett) bad failed to 
prove box-office draws, the 
plan fell through. 

Divorced in the early Forties 
and remarried ( to Walter Del- 
lera). Jepson continued to 
headline at the Mel while do- 
ing concerts and broadcasts 
until a throat ailment forced her 
retirement in 1947. She became 
a voice teacher (one of her 
pupils was the future stage and 
television star Edie Adams), 
then returned to college in 
New Jersey to study speech 
therapy for handicapped chil- 
dren, taking up volunteer work 
in her local Cerebral Palsy 
Rehabilitation Centre. 

She continued to attend the 
opera regularly and was usual- 
ly a guest attraction at the 
Mel's special events, where 
she was always given an ovation 
befitting of one of the house's 
great sopranos. 

- Tom Valhnce 


Professor Roger Hardisty 


Roger Michael Hardisty, 
haematotogisc born London 
19 September 1922; Professor 
of Haematology, Institute of 
Child Health, London 1969- 
87; Emeritus Professor, Royal 
Free Hospital School of 
Medicine 1987-97; married 
1947 Jytte Jamum (one son, 
one daughter); died London 
18 September 1997. 


When Roger Hardisty was ap- 
pointed U> Great Ormond 
Street Hospital in 195S the 
death rate from childhood 
leukaemia was U*> per cent. By 
the time he retired, up to Til per 
cent of afflicted children were 
surviving apparently cured. 

This major advance was also 
due, certainly, to work in oth- 
er centres, both national and 
international, but. as the first 
specialist to be solely con- 
cerned with paediatric haema- 


tology in Britain, Hardisly’s 
role was pivotal His other area 
of research, into how the blood 
dots, was fundamental and 
equally productive, with the 
new knowledge applied to run- 
ning a world-famous treatment 
centre for .haemophilia and 
other dotting disorders. 

Apart from his National 
Service in the Army, Hardisty's 
early medical life was centred 
on St Thomas’s Hospital. Like 

most London teaching hospitals 
then, this had its stuffy estab- 
lishment consultants who saw 
their only responsibility as pa- 
tient care at the hospital and in 
Harley Street. But unfike many 
medical schools. St Thomas’s 
had a large body of exception- 
ally gifted academic doctors 
committed to research and 
teaching as well. In the heady 
intellectual atmosphere of the 
post-war period the output of 
new’ and important results was 


unique for a British under- 
graduate hospital Unusually, 
moreover, the research was 
heavily based on the laborato- 
ry and, even more unusually, at 
St Thomas’s such doctors were 
not second'd ass anrillaries but 
clinicians expected to see 
patients in the wards. 

Appointed to Great Or- 
mond Street after a short peri- 
od at Cardiff Hardisty brought 
this unique approach with him. 
Once established, strong indi- 
vidual departments were given 
formal academic status, so that 
in 1969 Hardisty became the 
first professor of paediatric 
haematology in Britain. 

The hospital was a refenaJ 
centre not only for Britain but 
also forobroad, and the treat- 
ment of leukaemia was a sig- 
nificant problem. Research was 
indicating that remissions could 
sometimes be obtained using 
drugs such as steroids and the 


“antimetabolites”. Neverthe- 
less, after a few weeks or 
mouths the leukaemia invari- 
ably relapsed, and, though oc- 
casionally a second remission 
might be obtained, inevitably it 
returned and the child died. 

In the early 1960s the sug- 
gestion arose that giving the 
drugs together or in succession 
might produce longer remis- 
sions - and that carefully con- 
trolled schedules in expert 
centres might eventually pro- 
duce cures. In retrospect such 
trials sound straightforward ; at 
the time they were anything but 
easy. The toxic effects of the 
drugs added to the miseries of 
the disease, and even when the 
leukaemia had been absent for 
some mouths it might sudden- 
ly return, say, as a tump in the 
testicle or ovaiy, or as leukaemia 
meningitis (which Roger Har- 
disty was the first to identify). 

These recurrences de- 


manded surgical operation or 
radiotherapy, but some con- 
sultants refused to allow their 
patients to have such major 
procedures. Given the then 
inevitable lethal outcome of 
leukaemia, treatment might be 
worse than the disease; humane 
terminal care was thought to be 
paramount 

Similarly, in the heroic 
surgery starting around that 
time, particularly organ trans- 
plantation, the results were 
dismaying. Many now speak of 
the surgeons who persisted to 
success as having the “courage 
to fail”. No less courage was 
shown by those baematologists 
who persisted in treating child- 
hood and other leukaemias. 
Among these, Hardisty (as hu- 
mane as anybody, giving his 
home telephone number to 
worried parents) was the 
foremost in Britain. 

Showing that the rarer 


forms of childhood leukaemia 
behave differently from the 
commoner “lymphoblastic" va- 
riety, as secretary and then 
chairman of the Medical Re- 
search Council’s working par- 
ty on leukaemia in dutdbood be 
was rewarded when a trial dis- 
closed that no fewer than "TO per 
cent of children with the latter 
bad survived. Another reward 
was a secretly organised tea par- 
ty for his retirement, in the 
boardroom of Great Ormond 
Street, attended by his many 
survivors from leukaemia. 

Roger Hardisty was an ex- 
ceptionally modest man (fig- 
uring in neither Who s Who nor 
the Honours List, though the 
French government made him 
a Chevalier de l’Ordre Na- 
tional du Mlrite). He shunned 
merely adding his name to re- 
search papers, but delighted in 
transmuting those written by 
colleagues into pellucid prose. 


The co-author of two notable 
books. Bleeding Disorders: m- 
ivstigation and management 
(1965) and Blood and its Dis- 
orders (1974). he was an out- 
standing editor of the British 
Journal of Haematology, and 
alone among the contributions 
to one multi-author textbook 
bus required no alterations at afl. 

Apart from photography (at 
which he excelled) his outside 
interests were mainly intellec- 
tual (as befitted somebody who 
could give medical seminars in 
French or Danish). These - 
whether reading, listening to 
music, or going to the theatre 
- were reflected in his Hamp- 
stead home, where be nod bis 
Danish wife, Jytte, created a re- 
laxed and cosy mixture of 
books, pictures, and antique 
and modem furniture. 

Nor was the company at the 
frequent dinner parties exclu- 
sively medical: the conversation 



Hardisty: modest 


over the food and carefully 
chosen wine would be livened 
by an economist, a music 
critic, or a botanist And if, dur- 
ing his final illness with 
stomach cancer, be had been 
asked to look on the bright side, 
he would probably have re- 
marked wryly that at least he 
wouldn't have to experience the 
full awfolness of John Bin's 
future BBC. 

— Stephen Lock 
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[Birthdays 

[ Ms Charlotte Atkins MR 47; Miss 
f Svetlana Beriozova, former baUeri- 
5 na, 65; Six Mervyn Brown, former 
j diplomat. 74; Professor Geoffrey 
i Burbidge, astronomer, 72; Professor 
; Tference Btuiin, React; University of 
5 Westminster, 66; Mr Collin Cowe, 
l former Senior Bursar, Magdalen 
! College, Oxford, 80; Sir Seytnour 
1 Egerton, former chairman. Courts 
i Bank, 82; Mr Brian GlurviOe, writer 
[ and journalist, 66; Vice-Admiral Sir 
1 Alan Grose, 60; Professor Richard 
: Hoggart, writer and former Warden 
1 of Goldsmiths' College. London. 
: 79; Mis Catherine Hughes, former 
: Principal, Somerville Ccilegc, Oxford, 
i 64; Mr Robert Jackson MP, 5L Sir 
I David Lane, former chairman of the 
| Commission for Raaal Equality, 75; 
[ Mr Robert Lang, actor and director, 
= 63; Mrs Linda McCartney. phoiog~ 
\ rapher. 56; Professor George Me- 
; Nicol. former Principal. Aberdeen 
[ University. 68; Mr Geny Manden, 




rock moskaan, 55; Professor Bernard 
NevQl, textile designer, 63; Mr An- 
thony Newley, actor, singer and 

composer, 66; Mr Richard Ncvthcon, 

EBm producer, SO; Mr John Rotter, 
composer and conductor, 52; Mr 
Ridiud Spring MR 51; Mr Lawrence 
Urquhart, rhnieman, ftirmah CaS- 
trol, 62; Sir Jean- Pierre Warner, for- 
mer High Court judge, 73. 

Anniversaries 

Midis: Gemonno fimfaiw, phyarhiii 
and mathematician, 1501; Johan de 
Win, statesman, 1625; Horace Wal- 
pole, fourth Eari of Orford, writer, 
1717; Sharon Ifafner, sofichor and 
historian, 1768; George Alexander 
Osborne, pianist, 1806; Samuel 
Rutherford Crockett. noreBst, I860; 
Georges On ode, engineer and in- 
ventor of the neon light, 1870; Leon 
Quanermaine, actor, 1876; Andr6 
Counrand, physician, 1895; Prancis 
Scon Key Fitzgerald, novelist. 1896; 


Howard Walter Florey, Baron Flo- 
rey, pathologist, 1898; Konstantin 
Chernenko, Soviet leader, 1911. 
Deaths: Pepin HI (the Short), King 
of the Franks, 768; Phillip us Auneo- 
Jus Paracelsus (Theophrastus Bom- 
bastns von Hobenheim), physician, 
1541; John Keyse Sberwin, engraver 
and painter, 1790; Henry, first Vis- 
count Hardinge of Lahore. Gover- 
nor General of India, 1856; Melanie 
Klein (Reizes), child psychoanalyst, 
I960; Matyas Serber, composer. 
I960; Dame Isobel Baillie, singer, 
1983. On this day: the St Leger horse 
■race was run for the first time, 1776; 
Sir James Brookr was appointed Ra- 
jah of Sarawak, 1841; a Papal Bun was 
issued, establishing a Roman 
Carbolic hierarchy in England. I860; 
Henri Gifford flew from Puis to 
Thippc in the first dirigible balloon, 
1852; the first provincial daily news- 
paper in England was founded in Ljv- 
crpooU the Northern Paity Times. 
1853; Marks and Spencer opened 


their first “Penny Bazaar" at 
Chectham, Manchester, 1894; the 
Phoenix Theatre, London, opened, 
1930; the firs Cinemascope fiLm. The 
Babe, had its world premiere in 
Hollywood. 1953; the USS Enterprise. 
the first nudear-powered aircraft car- 
rier. was launched at Newport. Vir- 
ginia, 1960. Ibday is the Feast Day 
of St Gerard Sagredo of Csairad. St 
Gere roams or Germer. Si Pacifims 
of San Severino and St Robert 
Flower of Koaresborougft. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Christopher Rj- 
opelle. “Seurat |iv): Seurat's Late 
Landscapes". 1pm. 

Ifcte Gallery: Catherine Lever, 
“Sculpting the Soul: Rodin. Moore 
and Giacometti". 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Simone 
Mathews, “Bernini and Baroque 
Sculpture", 230pm; Anna Jackson. 
“A Japanese Yarn". 7.15pm. 


Luncheons 

Arts Council or England 

Lord Gowric. Chairman of the Am 

Council of England, was the host at 

a luncheon held yesterday at the 

headquarters of the Arts Council, 

London SW1. 

Among those present were: 

Mr Ian Rjduoo: Mr Brian Altwooil: Mr Nik 
PcwcU: Mr Richard Hohnvv Ms Jane Fcj- 
GUOK Mr Gerald Kaufman MR Mr Alain de 
Brifinn: Mr Jeremy Fraser: Mr Gavin Hen- 
derson; Mr Bush Han shorn: Professor 
Richard Sic im 12 . 

The Pilgrims 

Lend Carrington, President. The Pil- 
grims, and Mr Robert M. Worcester. 
Chairman, preaided aver the 1997 
Annual General Meeting held yes- 
terday at the American Embassy, 
London W 1 . Sir Christopher Blani 
Chairman oT the BBC. eavC the an- 
nual Sir Harry Brittain Memorial 
Lecture afterwards. 


5 ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS ■ 

| The Duke and The Do chess or Gh»rear) 

: viMi Amble. Northumberland: visit thi 
Marina at Braid, Northumberland: vba 
Hdy Island Castle, and veil Hamburg! 
Caale and die Grace Dariinp Museum 
Bambmgh. Northumberland. The Dobr o 
Kent. President Royal National Lifehoa 
Intliliiijofi. aiicndt a lifcfawi-oamirtj! ter 
emony, Hull Marina. Khmaoo-upon-Hul' 
and. ax Patron, ibe Litndam Philbarnu m 
ic. alien* a perfomunoe of Bceihoicn' 
Nmih Symphony by (he London Philhji 
monte Choir. Royal fvsihjl Hal 
London 5EL Princess Alexandra ii-ii 
the Imperial Cancer Research Fund 5brf 
Bury St Edmunds. Suffolk; \rul> ih 
Wi .men's Kuyul Voluntary Service IX 
Centre. Bury' Si Edmunds; \isib. M Et 
round's Hospital. Bur}' Si Edmunds an> 
u-v Pa iron. SlHh Annha-oarv Year of If 
London Philharmonic Cfamr. aQemk. u 
c»ri given by the London Philhj rerun 
Orchestra and Choir at ibe Roval Fean 
Hall. London SEJ. 

Changing of the Guard 
The Household Cavalrv Mounted Re; 
mem muiinu- ilw Queen'- Life Gunrd 
Bone Gtuttfe, I lam; F Com pan) So 
Guards mnuoi* ihc Oucm'- Guard. 
Buckingham Palace. (LKtira. fcu 
provide J hv ibe Irish Guards. 
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One member, one vote: your party depends on it, Mr Hague 
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The spirit of the age loves to vote. Ref' 
erenda have caught on. For all the gloomy 
talk about the low turn-out last week in 
Wales and poor participation in, say, 
local elections, amazing numbers of 
people are prepared to stir themselves, 
when confronted with a sharp enough 
question or compelling enough issue. 
And there are going to be plenty of those 
in years to come, Europe among them. 
Meanwhile you don't have to be a 
Hegelian historirist to link closely together 
the progress of democracy and the 
processes of modernisation and mar ker!- 
sabon which bring with them mater ial pros- 
perity - which is one reason all eyes will 
remain on China during the decades to 
come. You could discount 90 per cent of 
the hype Surrounding the Internet and stiO 
be left with a compelling sense that new 
technology favours rather than retards the 
business of collective decision-making 
and free participation by people in their 
government. 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor 
and include a daytime telephone number. 

Fax 01 7 1 293 2056: e-mail Ieuers@independenLco.uk 
E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


But working democracy is about the dis- 
persal and the sharing of power - and that 
is perhaps the reason why, within days of 
his first appearance as leader of the Con- 
servative Party at its annual conference, 

Wil l iam Hague is hesitating about Lhe de- 

mocratisation of his party. Mr Hague's fate 
as paily leader may not sound a compelling 
interest - we argued only the other day 
that the Tories still need a bloody battle 
before they can become a fit Opposition, 
let alone a credible alternative to Blairite 
Labour. Yet Conservatism remains a for- 
midable political force in Britain and the 
shape and qualities of its party willy nUly 
speak about Britain at large. In our 
pluralist democracy, contest between 
more or less equal contenders is always 
far better than the lopsided dominance of 
one party, however ably led, over the 
others. 

The Tory party is being asked to 
approve Mr Hague and a set of nostrums 
about itself; the results of this inquiry will 


be annnumwi in a fortnight at the party 
shindig. With this mandate, the Tbry 
leader will then dense new arrangements 
for electing the leader. These will, in- 
evitably, involve op the one band Tiny Mft 
(and peers?) and on the other the mass 
membership (though at present “mass" is 
a bit of an exaggeration). Indications are 

that indhriduaV members may get a weight- 
ed vote of only one-fifth in the “electoral 
college' 1 . This would virtually be a recipe 
for no change. Constituencies would be 
relegated to a walk-on, consultative role. 

• The oligarchs would role OK. 

There is no point pretending reform is 
just a matter of arithmetic. In the make- 
up of the Tory Party, deference and obei- 
sance to authority still bulk large. For all 
Mrs Thatcher’s alleged introduction into 
the party of the estate agent tendency, for 
all the p arliamentar y bolshiness of the 
Major years, it is a deep Tory instinct to 

* follow leaders who have got where they 
are because “people like. them” have 


always worn lhe chairman's blazer. But the 
legacy of the blazers and the baronets is 
a geriatric party. Its local arms are with- 
ering. It can barely muster candidates. Mr 
Hague must knew that neither the Tbry 
philosophers of Feterbouse nor the fanged 
co mm entators of the erstwhile Tbry press 
are much help to him in working out what 
to do next. The party needs rejuvenating 
and an essentia] element in that business 
is extending its franchises, bringing mem- 
bers in, giving them a role by giving them 
a vote. 

There has lately been loose talk com- 
paring Mr Hague's task with that faced - 
and met - by NeQ Kinnock, John Smith 
and Tony Blair. The fact is that the Tbries, 
though they have a lot of junking of re- 
dundant policies to do, do not confront 
anything as momentous as giving the qui- 
etus to Cause Four socialism. Nor do the 
■ lories have restructuring on the scale of 
Labour’s break with organised labour, a 
sundering which is of course not yet com- 


plete. The Tbries have their issues, notably 
Europe. Mr Hague will have soon to push 
through a durable policy on the single cur- 
rency and the European Union which 
might drive out assorted Euro-seepti»- 
a result he might relish. Despite that. Mr 
Hague’s task is in many way easier than 
that faced by the Labour leadership in the 
Eighties. 

Having begun by asking individual 
party members to approve his project, it 
ought to be simple for Mr Hague to build 
their role into the party structure, giving 
them at least half of the votes in any future 
leadership contest and possibly also a new 
role in approving policy. He has a bridge 
to cross. One member, one vote will - for 
a while - enfranchise Colonel Blimp and 
his elderly relatives. But, provided Mr 
Hague survives, that open franchise will 
be a pre-condition of the Tories’ attract- 
ing newer and younger members. And that 
would be good for British democracy al 
large. 
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Dates and the DTI 

Sin Your article, “Redwood 
ralk for ‘timebomb’ action” 
(23 September) contains several 
inaccuracies. 

The Department of Trade 
minis ters are committed to help- 
ing British industry solve the cen- 
tury date problem. The DTI has 
been at the forefront of aware- 
ness-raising activities and is now 
working on helping businesses 
turn awareness into action. In- 
dustry and not the taxpayer 
must bear the cost of putting 
then: own systems right 

However, the Government 
does have a role. That is why this 

Government has funded Task- 
force 2000 and why I hosted a 
millennium skills summit with in- 
dustry leaders. 

The Government has been 
rightly praised by our European 
partners for our approach to 
this problem. We are much far- 
ther ahead at a European lev- 
el in taking action both in the 
private and public sectors. I am 
currently looking at new ways 
in which the Government can 
step up the campaign to gal- 
vanise industry into action. 

The Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster is, and always has 
been, responsible for coordi- 
nating work within govenunen t 
departments themselves on this 
issue. The DTI will continue to 
work with the private sector 
and any suggestions that we are 
looking to pass this on to the 
Cabinet Office are totally absurd. 

Mr Redwood is correct on 
one point - action must be tak- 
en now to ensure all computer 
systems work smoothly at lhe 
beginning of Lhe year 2000. 1 
hope he will join with me in urg- 
ing businesses to fact* up to their 
responsibilities. We In Gov- 
ernment ore facing up to ours. 
BARBARA ROCHE MP 
Minister for Industry 
The Department of Trade 
tnd Industry 
London Sli'I 

iin Professor Milton (tetter, 22 
-tepiembcr) has not faUy un- 
lcrslood the nature and un- 
ifications of the Year 2000 
ompulur problem. The 
450,000 requested by Thsk- 
3rce 2000 was not intended to 
ix the problem, but to raise 
ubfic awareness. The true cost 
f fixing wQl run into billions of 
minds and will have to be 
ome by companies and other 
rganisa lions, including the 
tavcnimcnl. who have 
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programs that rely on just two 
digits for the year. 

For most large systems, this 
is an application software prob- 
lem. The computers themselves 
will handle the date change - 
it’s just the programs that will 
faQ; potential financial loss if 
you run a business, potentially 
life-threatening in a hospital or 
air traffic control. 

For small ercomp uters, such 
as PCs, the position is uncertain. 
Professor Milton may believe 
his computer has four digits in 
the date, but he would be wise 
to see if he can set the date lo 
1/1/2000. If that works, he 
should try setting the date to 
31/12/1999 23:59 and let it tick 
over to the next day. 

If successful, he will then 
need to check through all his 
applications that use dales. I 
hope he docs not feel com- 
pelled to sue his supplier, but 
I wouldn't bet on it 
JOHN RICHARDS 
R-cube Systems Ltd, Bath 
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Human rights paper 

Sir: Donald MacIntyre is right 
to suggest that the forthcoming 
White Paper on incorporating 
the European Convention on 
Human Rights into UK law 
raises constitutional questions 
(“Can we trust the judges to 
make our laws?”, 19 Septem- 
ber). We, as human rights 
NGOs and institutes, feel the 
courts must be provided with 
adequate remedies for breach- 
es of the convention. We con- 
sider that there are three 
minimum requirements of in- 
corporation. 

First, courts must be able to 
interpret existing law in line 
with the convention and to 
“read in” convention rights. If 
this is not possible, the usual 
role of the implied repeal of an 
existing statute by a bter statute 
must apply and the rights in the 
convention must be given pref- 
erencc^over the (rid law. Should 
Parliament then take a 


different view from the courts 
on the appropriate balance be- 
tween conflicting rights, or be- 
tween individual rights and the 
“common good”, h could of 
course amend the law, if nec- 
essary, re-establishing it as it 
was before. 

Second, it is likely that gov- 
ernment proposals will not al- 
low statutes passed after -the 
convention has been incorpo- 
rated to be overturned by the 
cojirts. In this case., judges 
.must first be required to inter- 
pret all Acts in line with the con- 
vention to the extent that they 
can do so. Where this proves 
impossible, the courts must 
have the power to make a de- 
claration to that effect - that 
primary legislation is, in their 
view, in breach of the conven- 
tion. Tbgether with new and ef- 
fective scrutiny mechanisms in 
Whitehall and Parliament this 
should ensure that new legis- 
lation is subject to thorough hu- 
man rights review. 


Third, following such judi- 
cial declarations, a mechanism 
must be found to give priority 
to amending the offending leg- 
islation. If the Government 
fails to act, or disagrees with die 
court’s ruling, the case can of 
course be taken to the Stras- 
bourg court for judgment, and 
there will have to be consider- 
ation of the appropriate com- 
pensation or other remedies if 
a violation is found. 

■ Finally, under any model of 
incorporation the establish- 
ment of a Human Rights Com- 
mission is crucial. 
FRANCESCA KLUG, Human 
Rights Incorporation Project 
NIK NICOL, the Public Law 
Project 

ANNE OWERS, Justice 
ANDREW PUDDEPHATT; ■ 
Charter 88 . 

SARAH SPENCER, the 
Institute for Public Rriicy 
Research 

JOHN WADHAM, Liberty 
London SE1 
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Anti-malarial drug . Hackney schools 


Sir Further to your article “Anti 
malarial drug that gave minis- 
ter sleepless nights” (19 Sep- 
tember), I would strongly 
endorse the warnings it contains. 
In May, on a working holiday in 
Malawi, where more dangerous 
strains of lhe disease are on the 
increase again, ! suffered exactly 
the same effects from Lariam. 
Disturbed sleep patterns were 
followed by violent dreams. 

Because of the alteration in 
malaria incidence, many long- 
stay expatriates have given up 
taking any medication, and 
malarial bouts are therefore fre- 
quent - and the cycle of trans- 
mission gets worse. Many told 
me that it was very dangerous 
for back-packers on their own 
to use Lariam. The onset of de- 
pression in a strange exotic 
country far from home could 
lead to suicidal tendencies. 
Canon G H SMITH 
Kidderminster, Worcestershire 


Sin I must give an alternative 
viewpoint to that expressed by 
Gabriel Thompson (“Confes- 
sions of a disillusioned par- 
ent'', 19 September) in which 
be explains -why he feels jus- 
tified in taking his step-daugh- 
ters out of a state school in 
Hackney. 

My children attend William 
Patten School, in the heart of 
Hackney, and I have nothing 
but praise both for the school 
and for the head. It -must be 
hard work when some 50 per 
cent of the children do not have 
English as a first language but 
st31 the children are encouraged 
and extended. 

Of course, the local educa- 
tion authority may be in need 
of some changes but please do 
not lay the blame at the schools 
themselves. They are doing the 
best they can. . 

PJ) TAPPER 
London N16 


Welsh referendum 

Sir Your editorial (“The voic- 
es of Wiles call for Blair the de- 
mocrat to think again”, 20 
September) expressed concern 
over the validity of the result of 
the Welsh referendum. You 
argued that one in four Welsh 
residents voting for devolution 
was hardly a mandate for im- 
portant constitutional change. 

I do not agree. Everybody 
on the Vtfelsh electorate was of- 
fered the chance to vote. Had 
the 49 per cent of non-voters 
been against the assembly they 

would have expressed that view 
by voting “No”. Although it is 
disappointing that so many 
failed to vote, it clearly shows 
that three out of four Wfefeh res- 
idents did not disapprove erf the 
proposed assembly. 

The alliance of “Yes" voters 
from the radical Labour valleys 
and nationalist west Wales will 
-need to take stock of the out- 

• • , eoateSljfthe‘T4o'*>A«er&: Ron 

• Davies, the Secretary of State for 
Wes, has already said that this 
will be an important t3sk for the 
assembly. Despite the small ma- 
jority, this result was a democ- 
ratic mandate for change. 
RICHARD BARTLEY 
Oxford 

Sin William Hague is wrong to 
say that the referendum “split” 
Wiles “down the middle" (re- 
: port, 20 September). 

What the result of Lhe ref- 

- erendum shows is that Whies was 
already split. For a multiplicity 
of reasons - ranging from the 

- Anglo-Norman settlement of 

• the border lands and the coastal 
plains, to the industrialisation of 
the southern valleys and the 

'• sheer difficulty of communica- 
' tionin such a mountainous ter- 
rain - Wales has long been 
■ .divided between the Welsh- 
speaking west and north and the 
‘ anglicised south and east . 

What is remarkable is that, 
m a country which has been un- 
~der English control for seven 
centuries, so many still have the 
vision and enough sense of 
Welshness to vote for an as- 
» sembly. This assembly will give 
to Wales for the first time a fo- 
rum for representatives from all 
parts of the country to. share 
ideas and work together to 
’ bring greater harmony, confi- 
dence and prosperity to all the 
people of wales. - ■ 

• B GRODECKA LEWIS 
Weis, Somerset 
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Fry’s Oscar, Mailer’s Jesus, the Lazy River Cafe, and other future best-sellers 
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The contenders for the Christmas book- 
seller list are already edging their way into 
the bookshops, and as a service to readers 
I am bringing you a first selection of the 
hottest new candidates on the bookshelves. 

Oscar and I by Stephen Fry (Solipsism 
Press, £19.99) 

Oscar WQde was in the middle of the 
most successful run of his life when sud- 
denly he went missing for a couple of years. 
Where bad he gone? Well, Reading Gaol 
as it turns out. Stephen Fry is well equipped 
to understand Wilde’s prison experience, 
as he, too, went lo public school, and he 
now tells the story of hims elf and Oscar 
WHdc - or is it a very clever novel about 
something else entirely different? Hard to 
tell, but fun to try. 

The Pbntypridd Unarmed fiwiW Book 
(Welsh RFU Paperback, £5.99) 

A useful guide to self-defence for the 


ordinary rugby player who is quietly mind- 
ing his own business when he is suddenly 
set upon by someone whose face he has 
just stamped on. Video replays of many 
rugby flare-ups show that although many 
rugby forwards know how to swing a 
punch, they haven’t the faintest idea how 
to land one and make the other man fall 
over. This book tells you how. 

Hie Old Man River CaE Cookbook (The 
River Cafe Recycling Press, £15.99) 

A mouth-watering selection of regional 
Italian dishes from the US’s deep South. 

Jesus Christ: The Glory Years by Norman 
Mailer (Ratchet and Lever, £19.99) 

This is Norman Mailer’s much- 
acd aimed life of Jesus, told in terms of a 
heavyweight boring career, looking at 
Jesus’s high-flying years when he was 
simply unbeatable, arid his sudden fall from 
grace when he came up against new 


Roman regulations which be simply 
couldn't come to terms with. 

“I have always believed that a man's got 
do what a man’s gotta do,” growls Mailer, 
“so I also believe that the Son of Man’s 
gotta do what the Son of Man’s gotta do. 
That’s'what the book’s about Read it if 
you don't believe me, wise guy." 

Up the Lazy River Cafe Cookbook (The 
River Caffi Recycling Press. £15.99) 

A mouth-watering selection of regional 
Italian dishes which don’t take any time 
or energy. 

The Pre-S bnnuk Gene by Richard Dork- 
ing (Airport Philosophy Press, £29.99) 
Richard Dorking, acclaimed author of 
77ie Blind Piano Timer, The Drunken Car 
Mechanic, Knock Three Times ifYou>e Cod 
and-Ma, Tm Sorry, Tbu ‘re Confusing Me With 
Stephen Hawking - He's Someone Else has 
nowcome up with the amazing theory that 


some of us have a gene which predisposes 

us to write long books explaining the nature 
of the world, and of h uman behaviour as 
weD, if there is space. Hie also theorises that 
most of the rest of us have a gene which 
predisposes us to buy such books, but not, 
extraordinarily, to read them. 

The Man Who Thought Princess Diana 
was a Saint by Oliver Sax (Humdrum 
Books, £29.99) 

A man walked into Oliver Sax’s office 
one day convinced that Princess Diana was 
a saint. What was odd about this was that 
he was the 35,000th person he had met that 
day who believed it. The more Oliver Sax 
studied the case, the more he came to 
believe that there was a best-selling book 
in there somewhere. This is lL 


Michael Palin (BBC Xmas Books. £25.99) 
“I don’t want to be known as the world's 


oldest nice man,” says Michael Palin. 

-“Oh yes you do," says the BBC, “now 
off you go again." 

“Oh, OK,” says Michael Palin. 

This is the book of what happened nexL 

A Portrait of John Major by Norman 
Lamont (Nostalgia Press, £3.99) • 

Hard on the heels of John Major’s dis- 
appearance from the scene comes this book 
about him - but all the pages are com- 
pletely blank, is this a printer's error? A 
joke? A post-modernist kind of biography? 
A rather nice blank jotting pad? Hard to 
telL Others in this series included Portrait 
of William Hague, A Portrait of John Red- 
wood. A Portrait of Stephen Dorrcll, etc. 

The Moon River CaK Cookbook (The 
Rivet Caffi Recycling Press, £15.99) 

A mouthwatering selection of southern 
Italian recipes taken from weU- known song 
tides. • • . . 
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When politics takes its 
orders from commerce 



HAMISH ' 
MCRAE 

ON WORLD MARKETS 
AND HARD TRUTHS 


A few years back, when the Sunday Times 
wrote something disagreeable about 
M ah athir bin Mohamad, Prime Minis ter of 
Malaysia, the owner of the newspaper. 
Rupert Murdoch, rushed to downplay any 
crititism, and the editor swiftly found him- 
self moved to another job. Now, when Dr 
■ Mahathir attacks the activities of the 
financier George Soros for speculating 
against South-east Asian currencies, and says 
that currency traders should be shot, Mr 
Soros replies in kind, railing him “a men- 
ace to his own country” and “a loose can- 
non” who should not be taken seriously. . 

You could, I suppose, simply conclude 
that the pen is less mighty than the wallet; 
or maybe just that Mr Soros has an dan 
which Mr Murdoch lacks. 

There is certainly sane irony in the whole 
Spat, for Malaysia stood alongside Mr Soros 
at the forefront of the speculation against 
sterling when the pound was ejected from 
the ERM back in 1992. 

But, of course, there is also a serious story 
here; a story that tells us about the way power 
is devolving in the world, and the way in 
which politicians can respond to that shift, 
shaping it to help them achieve their 
objectives. 

It is now widely accepted that national 
governments are less important than they 
used to be - that power is devolving upwards 
to bodies such as the HU, multinational corp- 
orations and the financial markets, and 
downwards to regional interests and a new 
class of mobile, articulate, rich individuals. 
But only a few politicians fully grasp the fact 
that they have to behave differently in re- 
sponse to this. They still have power, but 
much of that power is exerted by gearing up 
their own limited authority, attaching it to 
other points of power and thereby magni- 
fying it. Iris the power of the persuader, not 
of the bully. At cme extreme, Tony Blair com- 
pletely understands this; at the other, Dr 
Mahathir does not. 

The driving, dominating, crushing pow- 
er of Ibe world's financial markets in- 
evitably inspires the view that they are in 
some way a threat to democracy. Who is run- 
ning the show? The ordinary people of a 
given country? Or the speculators m far-off 
financial centres? So it is very easy to de- 
monise international speculators. 

You can even catch an element of hos- 
tility towards the City of London - that it 
has somehow been undermining British in- 
dustry - hero in Britain. If it is posable to 
demonise your own people on your own 
doorstep, how much easier it is when they 
are foreigners thousands of miles away. 

Still, Dr Matathir's intemperance came 
as a surprise, and not just to Mr Soros. It 
came as a surprise because Malaysia had be- 
come something of a darling among in- 
ternational investors. It was growing very fast. 

It seemed to be politically stable. It had a 
"can do" sprit in the government, which was 
not only backing enormous investment pro- 


jects, such as the world's tallest buildings, a 
new airport and a gigantic dam. but also did 
not seem to be too bothered with ary oppos- 
ition to its ambition. People in the world mar- 
kets thought they had a government that 
understood the rules of the capitalist game. 

O early, they were wrong. In fact the 
Malaysian government thought that the mar- 
kets wanted the orders associated with 
these large projects, and not much else. Ac- 
tually, the markets want secure and sus- 
tainable economic growth that will bring a 
good return on investments. Malaysia 
thought that the new world of global capit- 
alism was the world of Mr Murdoch, when 
in fact it was more the world of Mr Soros. 

Business and finance are crucially dif- 
ferent. Of course, there is an element of the 
commercial world that cuddles up to polit- 
icians to gain access to markets, a contract 
for a dam or a licence to drill for oiL But 
people in the financial markets are in gen- 
eral much more antiseptic in their appraisal. 
They want the ability to get their money in, 
but more especially the ability to get their 
money out. Hedging a gamsi currency and 
interest rates risks are absolutely essential 
to their calculations. 

So when politicians talk about capita' con- 
trols, or fulminate against international 
currency movements, investors are liable to 
rush for the door. The wisest of those in- 
ternational investors (sadly, by no means all) 
do also concern themselves with issues 
such as the environmental implications of 
projects, and the level of corruption in the 
government. But the one mantra to which 
they all subscribe - whether wise or foolish, 
sophisticated or thick - is freedom of cap- 
ital movement So the recent response of the 
Malaysian government to a regional econ- 
omic crisis has been pretty much a classic 
case of bow not to manage a government’s 
relationship with the new barony of power. 

That is the negative message: how not to 
do iL What about the positive one: what 
should politicians do to gear up their own 
authority? 

We are seeing that evolve here in Britain. 
Hie first rule is to deliver competence: com- 
petent macroeconomic management, but 
also competent management of public ser- 
vices. fine-tuning them so that scarce tax- 
payer money is used to best effect. 

Bur new politics has logo far beyond thaL 
Poli ticians cannot co mmand and control; at 
least, they can command and control only 
their own people, not the rest of us. Instead 
politicians will have to behave like entre- 
preneurs, taking ideas and selling them to 
other people who can helptheSnmake them “ 
work. ' _ 

One of the really fascinating features of 
this government is the way in which a 
string of people from the business commun- 
ity have become involved with government 
projects. Tike the MHleonium Dome: it is 
not being funded directly by government, for 
most of the money will come from the lot- 
tery, entry fees and sponsorship. Yet Peter 
Mandelsou is personally orchestrating the 
commercial and artistic talent that is needed 
if the thing is to be a success. 

In a few years’ time this row over the role 
of speculators will seem terribly old- 
fashioned. Governments the world over will 
have come to live with the fact that there is 
a global capital market and that it is not very 
difficult to accept the rules of that game - 
just as they are gradually learning that they 
have to accept the rules of democracy. But 
to push ahead, to be really effective, they will 
have learn to deploy a new set of skills, in- 
cluding charm. I have met Mr Soros only 
once, but he seemed to me to be the sort of 
chap who took himself rather seriously. My 
tip for Dr Mahathir is this. Try flattery; it is 
more likely to be effective than saying that 
currency speculators ought to be shot. 



BBC bosses are reputedly unhappy about paying David Jason £250,000 an episode for his latest series, while Jennifer Aniston 
thinks her salary is ‘insane*. But is that what they’re worth? Photographs: BBC/Capital 

We are all equal ... in fooling 
ourselves that we believe in equality 



ANDREW 

MARK. 


THE RULING 
HYPOCRISY 


One of the ways any society is 
judged and remembered is how 
it deals with its ruling hypocrisy. 
We think of Victorian repres- 
sion and prostitution; or of the 
co-existence of Enlightenment 
rhetoric and slavery in 19th-cen- 
tury America;. or the fear and 
brutalisation brought by Marx- 
ist governments preaching free- 
dom. All societies have some 
key hypocrisies. Generally they 
become taboo subject, beyond 
polite discussion. And ours? 

Our hypocrisy is gentler, as 
befits gentler times, but it is no 
less interesting. It is equality. If 
there is one unchallengeable 
common British belief, it is in 
one-person, one-vote demo- 
cracy. Behind that ties a strong 
public assumption that people 
•are equal, not simpty before the 
law, but in value. We have not 
only a democracy, but a fero- 
ciously democratic culture. In 
that, we have become like 
America. 

Where did this come from? 
From Christianity, with its 
“equal before God”, and from 
the Enlightenment, and from 
the efforts of successive waves 
of liberal, feminist and social- 
ist reformers asking questions 
about great inequalities. But 
perhaps the key event in 
spreading “we are all of equal 


value” was the Holocaust: for 
a few short, terrible years, the 
whole world looked down into 
the pit of what happens when 
avowedly unequal ist policies 
are enforced. And most of the 
world flinched back. 

So racism became steadily 
less popular. The post-war vic- 
tors identified themselves as 
democracies, first and fore- 
most, and developed mass cul- 
tures based on the “little guy” 
as hero. Traditional flays struc- 
tures, fixxn tbe American Deep 
South to the Home Counties, 
began to crumble. Homo- 
phobia crept slowly after racism 
into the closet. Chat-show ser- 
monising rammed home the un- 
challengeable lesson: we-are- 
aU-of-equal-value. lb deny it is 
like proclaiming your atheism 
in medieval Spain. 

And yet, clearly, we don’t 
really believe ft. We use salary 
and capital to value people 
and we value them at stagger- 
ingly different levels. Every- 
where, it seems, tbe gap 
between the starry tops and the 
rest is growing. 

Paul Johnson of tbe Institute 
for Fiscal Studies, which pro- 
duced a report on inequality 
during the summer, pointed out 
that 10 per cent of the popula- 
tion now has as much income 
as tbe poorer 50 per cent of 
households. “The increase in 
inequality is probably the 
biggest social change that we 
have experienced in the past 20 
years,” he said. And, Johnson 
added, it is here to stay. 

A Labour ftirty which was 
once firmly egalitarian in its 
creed rules a Britain that is pro- 
foundly unequal and growing 
more so - and Labour neither 
can nor wants to do anything 
about it 

Ministers defend the big 
fees paid to the top people wbo 
advise the Government on 
everything from the millennium 
to poverty. They explain just 
why top doctors command re - 


ally big salaries. (Answer many 
of their clever friends are rich- 
er still.) They get into a mess 
about tbeir own salaries. But 
the one-time would-be redis- 
tributors of wealth have become 
advocates for Inequality. 

And it is hard to imagine 
them being anything else, 
frankly, because inequality has 
become so popular. For many 
soccer fans, the fat fee paid to 
the latest Italian transfer recruit 
is a source of immense local 
pride. Tbe enormous sums 
earned by Noel Edmonds or 
Esther Rantzen haven’t dent- 
ed their popularity. Hardly 
anyone mounting Diana 
seemed bothered by the raising 
up of a very rich and aristocratic 
woman. We know as she knew 
that money can't buy you love. 

In a particularly piquant re- 
cent example, the BBC's John 
Birt let it be known this week 
that he was worried by the 
Hollywood fees being de- 
manded by some big-name 
television stars He would resist 
“massive cost inflation of talent 
as a matter of public policy”. 

A piquancy derived from tbe 
fact that so many of the top 
earners are top earners be- 
cause of their ability to act out 
our “little guy”, egalitarian 
fantasies. David Jason is an ob- 
vious example. Peter Sissons, 
with his friendly, slightly bat- 
tered countenance, feels like a 
reliable, ordinary bloke; which 
is why the BBC paid £600,000 
to win him over from ITN. 

Inevitably, the ironies are 
even more garish in American 
television, where Roseanne 
Barr, playing herself as 
working-class slob-heroine, is 
said to earn up to £ 10m a year. 
Jennifer Aniston, who plays 
your girl-next-door flatmate in 
Friends, thinks her salary is 
“insane”. So a popular culture 
that idealises ordinariness pro- 
duces extraordinary fortunes for 
those who mimic ordinariness. 

Now, the market explan- 


ation for this is obvious and well 
understood. But isn't it at least 
odd that a society committed to 
political and legal equality and 
an almost unchallenged belief 
in the equal moral value of 
human lives is also so vigorously 
and enthusiastically unequal 
in valuing and rewarding the 
people who live those lives? 

For the remaining social 
democrats, such as Roy Hal- 
ters! ey, this is the sadness and 
shame at tbe heart of Tony 
Blair's bright and shiny new 
Britain. Yet social democracy, 
as a political project, seems 
dead. There are too many 
haves or might-haves, with too 
little interest in the baven’ts. 
Are we condemned to be a gen- 
eration of social hypocrites, 
prattling post-war pieties and 
doing the opposite? 

One answer is perhaps to 
look again at hypocrisy itself. In 
most cases the ruling.' social 
hypocrisy had a purpose. It 
wasn't an embarrassing after- 
thought. 1 

The Victorians may have 
been buttoned-up and repres- 
sive. But the self-discipline and 
greater conformism was es- 
sential to one of the world's first 
mass middle-class societies, 
which had set itself so many 
hard administrative and indus- 
trial tasks. Education, the econ- 
omic cohesion of strong 
families and saving were vital 
to the Victorians’ new society. 
It couldn't afford the more 


riotous and less inhibited mores 
of the 18th century. So - 
hypocrisy? Yes, but necessary. 

Similarly, America, even in 
the slave era. needed the 
political myth of a society of 
free equals, as it sucked in 
Western immigrants and thrust 
them West to survive or die. 
And Marxist regimes would 
have crumbled immediately 
without the propagandists 
promise of a better tomorrow, 
and history on your side. 

In our case, with a boom 
market in particular skills and 
professions, and a growing un- 
derclass, the assertions that 
"this is a democracy, after all”- 
and “we are worth the same” 
seem increasingly threadbare. 
We don't believe in equality 
after all. 

But perhaps it is important 
that we still believe we believe 
in equality. In the end, cure is 
a poignant and optimistic 
hypocrisy, rather than a malign 
one. It is a constant and 
humane protest ai the huge dis- 
parities in wealth and oppor- 
tunity which our economic 
system produces, along with 
general rising living standards! 
Without that residual human 
protest, our remaining political 
protections would fall away. 
Our necessary optimism - tbe 
optimism that provides our 
energy as a country - would fail. 

But a Martian, or a Vict- 
orian, would call us hypocrites, 
even so. 



Kills one person in the U.K. 
every 15 minutes. 


Who are you calling greedy? I’m a recovering food addict 


HELP US STAMP IT OUT 

call 0990 1 34453 now 


FRANK 
FUREDI 
ON THE RISE 
IN ADDICTION 


After David Duchovny told 
the world that he was seeking 
professional help to cure his 
addiction to sex. watching The 
A’ Files has never been the 
same. Opinion around the 
dinner tabic has divided, along 
lust lines, between those like my 
wife who wanted an infroduc- 
tion and eynio who pul it down 
jo competition with the 
“thinking man’s pin-up” Gulian 


iddierion seem to 
ludicrous by the 
: triumph of the 
solution, addic- 
the fashionable 
rihing an cver- 
iffeiy of human 
i the meeting of 
ons Forum in 
reck will not only 
: old-fashioned 


addictions like alcoholism, but 
will also examine topics such as 
the pathology of scratch cards. 
Shopping addiction, choco- 
holism and soap opera fixation 
are already widely discussed in 
women's magazines. At this 
rate it can surely only be a 
matter of time before most of 
us have earned the addict label. 
Crave an occasional cream 
cake? Wfaich out, you’re just 
one step away from patholog- 
ical bingemg. 

The question that bangs in 
the air is tins: what does it mean 
lobe “addicted” to shopping 
or chocolate, or sex. 

Are we not in danger of 
applying the medical label of 
addiction to what used to be 
called “bad habits”. Indeed, 
almost every form of compul- 
sive behaviour is described in 
these medical terms. 

People who compulsively 
“sleep around” (or want to) 
used to be iabcDed promis- 
cuous; now they are “addicted 
to sex". Today, we use the lan- 
guage of disease and addiction 
to describe a common human ' 
experience. The American 
Association on Sexual Addic- 
noa Problems estimates that be- 
tween 10 and 15 per cent of all 


Americans - around 25 million 
people - are addicted to sex! 

Many of the discussions 
about addiction use alcoholism 
as their reference point. It is in- 
disputable that a proportion of 
heavy drinkers become depen- 
dent on alcohol, and that this 
is a “bad thing”. Other more 
doubtful addictions can be con- 
demned by association. One 
expert informs us that chil- 
dren wbo play a lot erf computer 
games have a serious problem 
because they get the same 
euphoria as heavy drinkers. 
We are also advised that shop- 
ping addiction is a real disease 
which “can amount to a form 
of illness on a par with com- 
pulsive gambling and alco- 
holism”. According to Kay 
Sheppard, an American clini- 
cian and self-confessed “food 
addict in recovery”, many food 
addicts come from alcoholic 
families. What would once have 
been seen as gluttony is now 
“understood” as 3 dependence 
- a clinical condition to be treat- 
ed with understanding. 

At a time when the victim 
has become the icon of tbe 
Nineties, the tendency to blame 
human problems on some 
addiction or other has become 


irresistible. Every new innova- 
tion brings fears of a new breed 
of addicts. No sooner had the 
Lolieiy been launched than 
the experts were warning of a 
nation hooked on gambling. 
Inevitably the Internet has 


resulted in Internet Addiction 
Syndrome (1AD). When, two 
years ago. Dr Ivan Goldberg, a 
New York psycho-pharmacist, 
first identified LAD, it was 
treated as something of a joke. 
However, it has since been 
“confirmed” by other experts 
that Internet users are at risk 
from addiction, LAD has been 
blamed for broken relation- 
ships, job losses, finanraq min 


and even a suicide. And of 
course there is the obligatory 
self-help group - called Caught 
in tbe Net - to counsel those 
suffering from this addiction. 

We live in a world that 
encourages more and more 


people to think of themselves 
as addicted or Dl_ Since coun- 
sellors insist that you can never 
cure addiction, these are per- 
manent conditions; there are no 
ex-junkies, only “addicts in 
recovery", living “one day at a 
time”. Addiction has become at 
once a life sentence and a per- 
manent excuse that can explain 
away our failings. By claiming 
the status of an addict, people 


put themselves beyond 
reproach - the problem is not 
their fault. The compulsive 
shopper is not expected simply 
to show restraint and learn to 
budget. The chocoholic is not 
expected to demonstrate 
willpower. And the sex addict 
is not expected to contain his 
lechery. 

As signed-up members of 
the culture of victimbood, we 
are merely expected to ac- 
knowledge publicly our bad 
habits. We must all compete, 
like guests on Oprah, to prove 
that we are (he most put-upon 
and pathetic people in the 
house, the most deserving of 
counselling and compensation. 
It is not the new breed of 
addicts who are sick but a cul- 
ture that encourages this cele- 
bration of irresponsibility. 

Frank Furedi is a sociologist at 
the University of Kent in Canter- 
bury. His ‘Culture of Fear; Risk 
Taking and the Morality of Low 
Expectations' has recently been 
published by Cassell 


Part three of Matt Brace’s 
‘ Mississippi Journey ’ will appear 
in the Saturday Travel section 



TO MAKE YOUR DONATION 
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Business chiefs turn heat on Blair over sterling and EMU 


Senior industrialists will today tell 
Tony Blair that business is being 
hurt by the strength of sterling 
and the lack of commitment to 
entering a single currency when 
they attend a working breakfast 
in Downing Street In return, the 
Prime Minister will tell his guests 
that he wants to see more Job 
swaps between business and 
Whitehall. Michael Harrison reports. 

Jobs, investment and profits are all being 
undermined by the rise in the value of the 
pound, according to businessmen invited 
to this morning’s breakfast briefing at Nurn- 

Rover rolls out a 
revamped image in 
corporate makeover 

Rover yesterday unveiled its first corporate 
makeover for 10 years. Dr Walter Has- 
selkus, chairman, said the new logo and cor- 
porate image was designed to project 
Rover’s Britishness, heritage, creativity and 
exploring spirit He described the new cor- 
porate identity as “elegant confident and 
sophisticated.” 

There had not been anything wrong with 
the old corporate identity, he said, except 
that after six changes of name in 20 years 


her 10. Among the 17 industrialists 
attending are the chief executives of some 
of Britain's largest inward investors who 
are also anxious to see the Government 
commit itself to economic and monetary 
union even if the pound does not join the 
first wave in 1999. 

Others present will include the chair- 
men of several large firms that have issued 
profit warnings because of the strength of 
sterling. One of those attending. Dr Wal- 
ter Hasselkus, the chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive of the Rover car group, said it would 
have to review its purchasing arrangements 
and export plans if the pound remained at 
its current levels of DM2.S7. 

Rover, now owned by the German car 
maker BMW, spends £4bn a year on com- 
ponents of which 85 per cent is sourced in 


Britain. In addition, it is Britain’s biggest 
- car exporter and expects overseas sales of 
the new small Land-Rover, the FVeelander, 
to contribute £lbn to the balance of pay- 
ments when full production is reached. 

“At the end of the day we have a re- 
sponsibility to make Rover a profitable busi- 
ness and the strength of the pound does 
not help that,” said Dr Hasselkus. 

He added that if the Government were 
to give a firm commitment to EMU then 
that might ease the situation by bringing 
sterling down to a more manageable and 
competitive exchange rate in the region of 
DM230 to DM2.40. 

The meeting is also being attended by 
Jurgen Gehiels. chief executive of Siemens 
UK which is investing £lbn in a microchip 
plant in the North-east. Mr Gehrels, one 


of the most prominent supporters or 
EMU, and has said that Siemens might not 
have taken the decision to invest so heav- 
ily had it known at the time that the UK 
might not join a single currency. 

Among those attending from companies 
hit by sterling's strength are Sir Ronnie Ham- 
pel, chairman of 1CI, which estimates the 
strong pound will knock £90m from profits 
this year, and Tony Greener, chairman of 
Guinness, which puts exchange rate losses 
at £60m this year and a further £60m in 1998. 

Ian Gibson, chief executive of Nissan 
Motor Manufacturing, which mil also see 
its profit recovery held in check this year 
by sterling, is another of the business chiefs 
artanHino. Nissan exports about 70 percent 
of the cars made at its Sunderland plant. 

Mr Blair will respond to the industri- 


alists by telling them he wants more high- 
flyers from business to swap between jobs 
in the Civil Service arid industry. At pre- 
sent, job swaps only take place at Civil Ser- 
vice grade 5 and above, but Mr Blair wants 
to extend the arrangement to cover low- 
er grades and make the appointments for 
shorter periods. The meeting is the first in 
a series of working breakfasts. Other ses- 
sions are planned covering the retail sec- 
tor, the City and finance and small 
business. 

In her first speech on manufacturing 
since taking office, Margaret Beckett, 
President of the Board of Trade, last 
night pledged to help revitalise Britain's 
manufact uring base by encouraging exports 
and supporting a campaign to benchmark 
UK companies against overseas competi- 


ROVER 

GROUP 


Rover Groups new corporate 
logo, unveiled yesterday 


- from Leyland Motors to BMC to British 
Lcyland, to BL, to Austin Rover and onto 
Rover, the company's image needed to be 
refined. 

The four royal warrants that Rover uses 
will be replaced with just one and.the in- 
dividual marques- Rover Caix, MG, Land- 
Rover and Mini will be projected separately 
from the corporate identity. 



Rover Group’s corporate image relaunch, which cost well under -Clm, was accompanied by an announcement at the Barbican (above) in centra! Londori 
yesterday that Rover is to sponsor the London Symphony Orchestra for three years in a deal worth £500,000 - Its largest ever arts sponsorship award 


Power companies 
warn of chaos 


STOCK MARKETS 


Electricity companies 
yesterday raised new 
fears of consumer chaos 
when the power market 
is opened to domestic 
competition next year. 
But after his second 
meeting with heads of 
the companies, John 
Battle, the industry 
minister, insisted that 
competition could still 
begin on time. Chris 
Gcdsmad. reports. 


Mr Baltic admitted there were 
problems with competition 
which needed to be sorted out 
urgently, but he denied that the 
situation had deteriorated so far 
that the whole process should 
be delayed. U envisages phas- 
ing the start of domestic choice 
between April and September, 
with London Electricity. East 
Midlands Electricity and South- 
ern Electric the last companies 
to open up their regions. 

“Every company has signed 


up to the process. It can be 
achieved and I’m still confident 
we're on target for the original 
timetable .” said Mr Battle. But 
he said some difficulties with 
testing of the complex computer 
systems, due to start from next 
month, had still to be resolved. 

Power companies yesterday 
issued their strangest warnings 
yet about the potential for cus- 
tomer chaos, as households 
switch to different suppliers. 
One electricity group, which did 
not want- to be named, said the 
whole process was “a sham- 
bles”. It added: “This has the 
capacity to be a major disaster. 
It's just not going to happen and 
it’s now inevitable that Battle 
will have to seriously consider 
a six to nine-month delay.” 

Some suppliers are under- 
stood to have criticised PA 
Consulting, the group acting as 
project manager for competi- 
tion. One supplier suggested 
PA's most recent report, pub- 
lished last week, had misled 
ministers and Professor Stephen 
LittlechQd, the regulator, about 
the seriousness of the problems. 

Outlook, page 25 





Thomson lobbies to keep 
Lunn Poly brand name 
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IEPC to drop overseas 
ssets and slash dividend 


e iPC, Britain's third-largest 
perty company, yesterday 
.tuiounced radical plans to dis- 
use of all its overseas assets and 
ash the dividend in the wake 
f investor dissatisfaction over 
ic group's performance. The 
roup will return to sharchold- 
rs at least £300m of the £568m 
roceeds expected to be raised 
om the sale or flotation of its 
lustralian and US operations, 
minimum of 72p a share, Icav- 
|g it entirely focused on the UK. 
Despite the news, in the 
iddlc of the group's £247m 
j-eed bid for property rival, 
JIT. the shares rose just 4p to 
fL5p yesterday. Analysts said 
lestion marks remain over 
s group's strategy. 

James Tuckey, chief execu- 


tive. yesterday admitted that 
there had been a change of di- 
rection, but denied that he had 
bowed to market pressure. “Any 
decent business has a strategy 
and a strategy which is capable 
of being changed if circum- 
stances warrant such a change.” 

MEPC, which has not raised 
the dividend for six years, said it 
would maintain this year's pay- 
ment at 20p, cutting it to 12p in 
1998 to cnahle it to rise over time. 

Goldman Sachs has been ap- 
pointed to sell the US assets, 
with Barclays de Zoele Wedd 
being taken on for the Aus- 
tralian deal Though accounting 
for 30 per cent of MEPCs 
£3.4bn property portfolio, the 
two vegans generate 48 per cunt 
of the group's earnings. 
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CURRENCIES 


Thomson, the UK’S largest tour 
operator, has stepped up its 
campaign against proposals by the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission to loosen ties 
between tour operators and 
travel agents. Andrew Totes reveals 
that it has sent the MMC a survey 
showing that most independent 
travel agents are against plans to 
re-brand the group’s Lunn Poly 
shops to Thomson. 

Thomson is today launching another ad- 
vertising campaign in the travel trade press 
in its effort to persuade the MMC to allow 
it to keep the Lunn Poly name for its chain 
of travel agents. ' Che advertisements high- 
light the results of an independent survey 
of travel agents conducted by NOP on 
behalf of Thomson which shows that a large 
majority of agents believe that re-branding 
T Jinn Poly would harm their own businesses. 
They fear that they would lose custom if the 
changes were forced through. 

Sane 92 per cent of agents fear that cus- 
tomers wanting to buy a Thomson holiday 
would most likely go to a travel agent called 
Thomson Holiday Shop; 71 per cent be- 
lieve the re-naming of travel agencies will 


harm their businesses; and 61 per cent think 
the changes wflj lead to closures and re- 
dundancies among independent travel 
agents if the big tour operators chose to 
sell their products exclusively through 
their own shops. Three-quarters of those 
surveyed believe creating Thomson Holi- 
day Shops wfl] have an overall negative ef- 
fect on the travel industry. Most agents are 
also against the idea of calling the chain 
Lunn Poly Thomson Holiday Shops. 

Thomson is looking to launch a national 
advertising campaign within the next few 
months to set out its case against the MMC 
proposals to its customers. 

Thomson has also renewed its ferocious 
attack on the Association of Independent 
Tour Operators (Aito) which has lobbied 
the MMC to change the current links be- 
tween travel agents and tour operators. 

A spokesman for Thomson said: “Ailo 
members predominantly sell directly to cus- 
tomers and don't use (ravel agents. They 
don’t care what happens to travel agents 
and they would benefit directly from the re- 
duction in holiday discounts for customers.” 

Ailo denied the allegations. Paul Chan- 
dler, its chairman, said: “A monopoly is bad 
for the long-term interests of the consumer 
and something must be done about iL 
Re-branding travel agents is not a . priori- 
ty and we have presented a range of con- 
fidential proposals to the MMC ...” 


tors and providing a stable economic 
framework. But she gave no promises on 
exchange rates or EMU: 

However, John Redwood, her Conser- 
vative shadow, attacked Mis Beckett for 
failing Britain's exporters, saying the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry had a lam- 
entable record on dealing with export 
licences and competition inquiries. He 
urged her to hurry up ami make a decision 
on the P&OStcna, ferry merger, about 
which Mrs Beckett held talks yesterday wbh 
the European Union Competition Com- 
missioner, Karel \hn Mien. 

The r.iUa also covered the British Air- 
ways- American Airlines alliance. A DTI 
spokesman said the meeting had been con- 
structive” but would not say whether either 
deal was nearer to being cleared. 


Cruickshank 
to quit as 
Oftel chief 


Don Cruickshank, the telephones 
regulator, yesterday surprised the 
industry by revealing that he did 
riot want to continue in the job 
when his contract expires next 
spring. As Chris Godsmark, Business 
Correspondent, explains the 
announcement follows calls by Mr 
Cruickshank for a radical overall 
of the regulatory system, 
including replacing individual 
regulators with commissions. 

«Mr Cruickshank had been expected to 
extend his outspoken reign at Oftel, the 
tRfcmmmimic ations watchdog, when his five- 
. year contract finished at the end of March. 
But he announced that he- had derided as 
early as last Christmas to look fora new job 
in the private sector arid had told the new 
government the news on 8 May. “Five years 
was long enough for me,” he said. 

Insisting that money was not a factor in 
his decision, be admitted he would proba- 
bly improve on his current pay package in 
a private sector post Last year Mr Cruick- 
sbank earned £126;400. One option was a 
new job with a communications company. 

Mr Cruickshank denied suggestions of 
any rift with Labour. “There’s absolutely no 
Ming out between me and the Government 
over matters of policy. This is me person- 
ally taking a view of what I wanted to do.” 

Margaret Beckett, President of the Board 
of Trade, said he had made a “major con- 
tribution to developing the regulatory 
regime” in a complex and fast-moving in- 
dustry.^ The Ifepartment oflftide and Industry 
is considering his recent proposal to replace 
individuaJ regulators with commissions in its 
review of utility regulation. Oftel argued this 
would speed-up dedsi on-making, by making 
regulators less isolated. But Mr Cruickshank 
has consistently refused to back suggested 
moves to merge Oftel with the Independent 
Trievision Commission to form a angle com- 
munications regulator. 

James Dodd, a telecoms analyst with 
Dresdner Klein wort Benson, said the de- 
parture would put Labour’s telecommuni- 
cations policy under closer scrutiny. “It was 
generally perceived that BT was likely to be 
more at home under Labour. WeH have to 
see whether his successor is any more ac- 
commodating to BTs domestic ambitions.” 

Mr Cruickshank joined Oftel after the 
turbulent nine-year tenure of Sir Biyan Cars- 
berg. A former senior executive with the 
Ftearson media empire, Mr Cniickshankwas 
managing director of Richard Branson’s Vir- 
gin empire between 1984 and 19S9. He lat- 
er had spells as head of Wandsworth Health 
Authority and of the Scotteh National Heath 
Service. 

His time at Oftel saw continual skirmishes 
with BT as the domestic phone market 
opened to competition, culminating in last 
year’s bitter battle over price controls which 
resulted in new powers for the regulator to 
ban anti-competitive behaviour. 


Arnault tries fresh approach 
on Guinness drinks tie-up 
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Bernard Arnault’s campaign 
to scupper the £23bn merger be- 
tween Grand Metropolitan and 
Guinness took another twist yes- 
terday. Mr Arnault, the head of 
the LVMH French luxury goods 
group, signalled he was willin g 
to drop demands immediately 
to split up Pfilsbury and Burg- 
er King, the food businesses of 
GrandMcL, to avoid potential 
tax problems. 

He is due to start lobbying m- 
stitutional shareholders of the 
UK drinks groups within weeks 
to accept new proposals to cre- 
ate a separate three-way spirits 
business including LVMH*s spir- 
its business, Moet Hennessy. 
Guinness' brewing arm and the 
GrandMel food businesses 
would then be demerged. 


However, Guinness looks 
set to reject the new proposals 
which could lead to open war- 
fare between the two sides. 

Tony Greener, Guinness’ 
chairman sai± “We don’t see 
why we should demerge busi- 
nesses that have strong growth 
potential. Guinness Brewing is 
growing strongly.” 

LVMH renewed claims that 
the merger between the UK 
drinks groups would mean it 
could assume control of the se- 
ries of international drinks joint 
ventures it runs with Guinness. 
Guinness said it was confident 
of winning the battle, though a 
decision from the French arbi- 
tration service would probably 
not be available until the mid- 
dle of next year. 
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Battling it out over electricity competition 


OUTLOOK 

ON ELECTRICITY 
COMPETITION. 

DON CRUICKSHANK 
AND MARKET 
INDICES 


If they pulled the plug on electricity de- 
regulation, would anyone care? Worse, 
would anyone notice? The grand scheme 
to open the domestic power market to com- 
petition next spring becomes more sham- ■ 
boiic by the day. If anybody is in charge, 
they are not owning up to iL’ If anybody, 
other than the existing regional electrici- 
ty companies and tbe two Scottish suppliers, 
is contemplating joining the competitive 
market, they are not making their interest 
known. If anybody can put band on heart 
and say exactly how much die whole ex- 
ercise win cost and how much it wffl mean 
off electricity bills, they have not yet 
emerged into the light of day. 

John Battle, who rashly promised that 
the buckwould stop with him and has been 
backpedalling fast eversmoe. says he is con- 
fident that the April deadline will be met 
and that there is no need for a delay. This 
looks like hopeful thinking almost to the 
point of naivety. Only four of the 14 sup- 
pliers, on present estimates, w3J be ready 
on time. Can't do it, won't do it. the RECs 
are saying. 

The auditors to the Electricity Pool, 
Coopers & Lybrand, say we are heading 
for disaster (though with their other man- 
agement consultancy hat on they say it will, 
surprise, surprise, all be a rip roaring suc- 
cess). The major energy users say it wQi be 
a shambles. Now the RECs are warning of 
Armageddon unless the project is delayed 
until the end of next year. In these cir- 
cumstances the Government would be wise 
to delay until the spring of 1999. Nobody 
in their right minds would puli tbe switch 
on the biggest upheaval in the electricity 


industry since privatisation when demand 
and output are at their seasonal high? 

The RECs obviously have a vested in- 
terest in delaying the onset of co mp e titi on 
as long as possible and hangi ng cm to their 
cosy regional monopolies. On tbe other 
hand, there are so few new entrants so tar 
declared that they will barely have lo lift 
a finger to defend their territories when, 
and if, competition ever goes live. 

Lord Simon, for one, must be looking 
askance at the whole sorry episode. One 
of the main reasons he was brought into 
the Government as minister for Europe 
and competitiveness was to help push 
through the UberaKsatfon of continental en- 
ergy markets. Ifwe can’t get ciur own bouse 
in order, what right do we have to preach 
to the rest of Europe? 

Cruickshank’s 
PR offensive 

An open letter from Don Cnucfcshank, 
director-general of telecommunications, 
to whom it may concern: “As some of you 
may have heard, I'Ve decided to quit Off- 
tel when my contract comes up for renewal 
next April, by which time! will have spent 
five gruelling years before the m3SL 1 know 
it seems a bit of cheek to call a fully fledged 
press conference to announce this, but 
these things can easily be misinterpreted, 
and given that I'm going to be looking for 
jobs in both the private and public sector 
shortly, I don't want any of that There’s 
no row here, no snub from the new Gov- 


ernment I wouldn't even get that upset 
if ministers were to turn down my grand 
plan for subsuming most of the Inde- 
pendent^ Television Commission within my 
own regulatory empire (though they 
would be stupid to do so). 

No. I’m going because Tve done all I 
want to. Economic regulation of telecom- 
munications will soon be a thing of the pest 

and Oftel will become wholly a competi- 
tion authority. 

This is a considerable achievement in 
which, I would like to think, 1 played a not 
inconsiderabie part Regrets, Fve had a few, 
but then again too few to mention. There’s 
only been one failing since Fve been here, 
and that was the Government’s refusal to 
reverse the burden of proof on regulato- 
ty issues, so that British TfeJecom would have 
to demonstrate it was not behaving in an 
anti competitive way, rather than me hav- 
ing to show that it was before 1 coukl do 
any thing. T tho ught this kit might have been 
a bit more sympathetic to my approach, but 
it doesn’t seem they are. Instead they talk 
about forming a “partnership” with BT and 
other business monopolies. Silly realty. 

But honest, I haven’t fallen out with 
them. I'm a Blairisb type' of bloke realty 
and Td realty like to help him out if I could. 
Which brings me onto more important 
matters. Under the rules, Nolan or what- 
ever, Fm not allowed actively to start look- 
ing for a job until Tve gone, and I'm not 
at all sure I can do anything connected with 
telecoms even after that. That’s why I'm 
giving good notice of try departure - so that 
all you head hunters out there are aware 
that come next April I’m on the market 


Not that I can instruct you of course, but 
if you were to start looking for me, remotely 
as it were, I would find that most helpful. 
As would my fellow regulators. Stephen, 
at Offer, will definitely be on the market 
shortly. Clare and Ian, at Ofgas and 
Ofwat, will probably be moving on as welL 
WsVe fought our battles, served our time, 
and we'd all rather like a fresh challenge, 
you see. Offers in writing only please. 

Why indices can 
distort the picture 

Thanks to HSBC, even retail investors can 
now buy a derivative instrument which ex- 
actly mirrors the performance of the 
FTSE100. So much easier th an bu ying tbe 
anderiying stocks. But is the FTSE200 the 
type of index anyone would wan t to tra ck? 
The quarterly reshuffle of the FTSE1O0 
constituents on Monday, which saw three 
financial stocks enter the top flight while 
just one financial was pushed out, has con- 
tinued a trend that has been reducing the 
apparent meaning of the index for some 
while now. Boosted by the summers wave 
of demutualisations, the benchmark index 
has become as much a measure of the 
health of the finan cial , oQs and pharma- 
ceuticals sectors as the market as a whole. 

That has led to some misleading dis- 
tortions. Over the past year, the FTSE100 
has risen by 28 per cent, giving rise to the 
superficial impression that we are experi- 
encing a stock market boom. It hardly feels 
that way in the second and lower divisions. 


where the FTSE250 index of companies 
with a bias to manufacturing and exports 
has risen by just 7 per cent and the Small 
Cap has increased by only 5.5 per cent. 

It is little wonder that directors of artaD- 
cr companies are buying shares in their cwn 
businesses at a faster rate than at any time 
since 1992, when sky high interest rates had 
depressed shares to silty levels. Despite the 
feeling that a crash is just around the cor- 
ner, those closest lo the action believe there 
is still plenty of value in the market. 

Here are ju st a few of the distortions 
that exist in the FTSE1D0. Banks, which ac- 
count for less than 10 per cent of nation- 
al output, represent more t han 2 0 per cent 
of the capitalisation of tbe FTSE100. Fur- 
thermore, half the earnings of the index’s 
companies are made overseas. Factors such 
as domestic interest rates are becoming less 
and less relevant to hs progress, and man- 
ufacturing is disappearing from view in 
slock market terms. 

One way of dealing with the problem 
would be a return to a more subj ectiv e 
measure, such as tbe old unweighted FI30 
basket of stocks, which was chosen with 
the express aim of giving a representative 
snapshot of the market as a whole. That 
would be a mistake. 

For all its faults, the FTSE100 does rep- 
resent a totally objective measure of the 
country's biggest stocks. It also represents 
around 70 per cent of the capitalisation 
of Lhe market as a whole, which gives it 
a certain significance even if it does not 
tell the whole story. For that, investors will 
have to continue looking beyond the 
headlines to the full range of indices. 



In optimistic mood: The Chancellor, Gordon Brown, speaking at the IMF meeting in Hong Kong yesterday 


Brown stresses need for 
public finance discipline 


Gordon Brown 
yesterday said in an 
optimistic speech that 
the Government had 
taken the right steps to 
get the economy back on 
track for steady growth. 
But, writes Diane Coyle, 
Economics Editor, the 
Chancellor stressed that 
this would depend on 
maintaining strict 
discipline on public 
sector pay. 


Giving his first assessment of 
the British economy since July’s 
Budget, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, speaking in Hong 
Koug at the IMF's annual 
meeting, said: “1 am now more 
optimistic that wc are on course 
to gel the economy back on 
track next year." 


But he said that breaking the 
cycle of boom and bust he had 
inherited required vigilance on 
both interest rates and gov- 
ernment spending. “There is no 
room for complacency regard- 
ing the public finances,” he said. 
"We will maintain strict disci- 
pline in public spending and I 
have insisted that, across the 
board, public sector pay set- 
tlements must be guided by 
firmness and fairness." 

Mr Brown said the new 
framework for interest rates set 
independently by the Bank of 
England and the new long-term 
stability for the public finances 
would help deliver . higher 
growth in the long run. 

“What industry fears most 
of all is a return lo the stop-go 
instability of the past and the 
best prospect for industrial in- 
vestment is to get the economy 
back on track to sustainable 
growth with low inflation.” 

He also emphasised the 


need to reform the economy by 
modernising the welfare stale. 
The tone of Mr Browns 
assessment was notable for its 
contrast with bis predecessor’s 
speech at the same event last 
year. 

Although the IMF recently 
gave the British economy a 
glowing report, the Chancellor 
said yesterday: “1 will not dis- 
guise the problems that we 
inherited, in particular tbe 
strength of consumer demand 
and the threat of inflation." 

He added that the Govern- 
ment had also inherited fun- 
damental long-term challenges 
in education and welfare. 

Despite his cautious lone 
about British prospects, Mr 
Brown took the opportunity to 
remind the other European 
ministers present that long-term 
flexibility and adaptability in 
the workplace was necessary 
for the creation of jobs. 

““We must tackle obstacles lo 


dynamism," he told them, call- 
ing for a European agenda for 
structural reform. This will be 
the’ subject of a special 
employability conference in 
London next February. 

However, he firmly denied 
rumours that the Govern- 
ment's approach to tbe Euro- 
pean single currency was about 
to become more positive. Yes- 
terday he merely reaffirmed the 
fact that it bad started a debate 
about monetary union. 

Speaking separately to the 
British Chamber of Commerce 
in Hong Kong, Eddie George, 
the Governor of the Bank of 
England, repeated his con- 
cerns about the risks of joining 
a single currency without gen- 
uine economic convergence. 

He urged European heads 
of state, who must decide in 
May 1998 which countries can 
join on 1 January 1999, to 
refuse entry to any which bad 
not met the requirements. 


Short welcomes ‘end of monetarism* 


The speakers at the 
formal opening 
ceremonies of the 
World Bank and 
International Monetary 
Fund meeting all 
delivered the same 
message. Unexpectedly, 

it was that the most 
pressing challenge for 
the international 
community was the 
reduction of poverty 
and promotion of 
equality- Diane Coyle 
reports from 
Hone Kong* 


“We do not need to look very 
for to find problems that stand 
in the way of our objective, 
namely high-quality growth. 
By this, I mean growth that is 
sustainable, that results in a per- 
manent reduction in poverty 
and greater equality of eco- 
nomic opportunity, and that is 
respectful of the environment 
and the rich diversity of na- 
tional cultures and traditions.” 

The speaker, addressing the 
world’s finance ministers and 
central bankers yesterday, was 
Michel Camdessus, managing 
director of the IMF and not 
best known as a friend of the 

poor and downtrodden. 

His Speech deUgbtcd, among 


others, Clare Short, the. Secre- 
tary of Stale for International 

development. 

Speaking to 77ie Independent 
in Hopg Kong, she said: There 
is an emerging new consensus 
that sees the interests of the 
international economy and the 
interest of reduci n g poverty as 
coinciding. It's the end of mon- 
etarism." 

Ms Short said Mr Cam- 
dessus's statement indicated 
that the IMF would consider 
withholding loans to govern- 
ments that were not ua'ng tbe 

money to reduce poverty and 
promote social goals Kke uni- 
versal primary education. 

“It was about putting those 


imperatives into a well-func- 
tioning market economy. It’s 
wonderful. We’ve just got to do 
it now. I do think there’s a real 
possibility of an era of very sig- 
nificant progress," she said. 

She added that Britain had 
enough of a position on the 
world stage to have an influ- 
ence. “If we can make any dif- 
ference I think people in 
Britain will be proud of their 
country,” Ms Short said. 

Mr Camdessus's views were 
endorsed by Janies Wolfen- 
sohn, lhe president of tbe 
World Bank, and Robert Ru- 
bin, the US Treasury Secretary, 
as well as Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


Prospect of higher base rates sends sterling soaring 


The pound rose and shares fell 
yesterday after data showing 
the economy remained buoyant 
increased the threat of higher 
interest rates later in the year. 
Analysts took comfort from 
better-than-forecast personal 
savings figures and an unexpeo- 
tedty resilient export sector, but 
they said an upward revision of 
second-quarter GDP figures 
meant the upward trend in 
base rates would soon resume. 

The economy grew by 3.5 
per cent in the second quarter, 
new figures from the Office of 
National Statistics showed 
yesterday, a revision from the 
previous estimate of 3.4 per 


cent and weD above the 225 to 
25 per cent analysts believe is 
sustainable without stoking 
inflation. 

“The upward revision to 
these figures confirms that ac- 
tivity in the second quarter was 
very strong,” HSBC economist 
Dhaishini David said. “Bearing 
in min d the strepgih of other 
recent indicators, we still see 
base rates as not having 
reached their peak yet.” 

Interest rates have in- 
creased on four occasions since 
the election but expectations in 
the money markets are for a 
further quarter-point rise to 
725 per cent Many economists 


believe rates will rise to 8 per 
rent before peaking. 

The currency markets saw 
the data as a sign of tighter 
monetary policy to come and 
pushed the pound 2 pfennigs 
hi gh er to DM2.89 in expecta- 
tion of a better return on ster- 
ling. The prospect of higher 
rates knocked shares, however, 
with the FTSE 100 index of 
leading shares closing 48.2 
points lower at 5027.5. 

There were further con- 
cerns the fuD impact of build- 
ing society windfall payments 
had not yet shown through in 
the official statistics. Some 
spending - on holidays and R 


registrations cars - might not 
show up until later in the year. 

However, economists look 
heart from a rise in the personal 
saving? ratio from 10.4 per 
cent of income to 11.7 per 
cent. During the late 1980s 
boom tbe same ratio was only 
half as much. 

Another surprise was the 
relatively insignificant impact 
on exporting companies of the 
high pound. Although Britain’s 
trade surplus declined in the 
second quarter from £135bn to 
£S88m, the three month period 
was the third in a row that trade 
balance had been in the black. 

- Tom Stevenson 
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Southern to move into magazines 


As big regional newspaper 
companies carve up the industry 
between them, smaller players 
such as the AIM-listed Southern 
Newspapers are finding 
opportunities for growth hard to 
come by. 

As a result. Southern has 
decided to diversify into 
magazine publishing, and is 
contemplating a full stock-market 
listing to fund its expansion plans. 
Cathy Newman reports. 

Sou Lh cm said yesterday it had “sufficient 
resources” to make a “sizeable start” in 
magazine publishing, both by acquiring 
existing titles and starting up new ones. 
James Sexton, chief executive, said the 
company was taking a “quiet look” at mag- 
azines, as the current round of ownership 
changes in the regional press “can't go on 
indefinitely”. 

Despite laying plans to expand into 
both consumer and business magazines, 
Mr Sexton said he was still looking at 


regional newspapers, but at the right price. 
He said Southern, the tenth- largest re- 
gional newspaper publisher, would like to 
be one of six big players to control the 
industry in years to come, and was con- 
sidering moving to tbe full market to fund 
t substantial acquisitions. There are cur- 
rently around 20 key regional publishers 
in the UK. 

He reiterated his statement a year ago 
that the group was prepared to spend 
£10Qm to expand its publishing operations, 
and, despite not launching a rights issue 
“since the 1950s", said: “There’s no 
reason why we shouldn't gp for a rights 
issue if we found the right target.” 

Southern spent £31-5m buying United 
Prov incial Newspapers’ Wfelsh division last 
November, and the company said it 
would “look at anything” if United put the 
rest of its regional newspapers up for sale. 

However, Mr Sexton admitted South- 
ern would 2nd it hard to challenge market 
leaders such as Trinity International 
Holdings and Newsquest Media Group, 
which announced. last week it was to float 

Southern reported a 25 per cent drop 
in pre-tax profits to £14.1m for the year 
to the end of June, after £3. 4m re organ- 



jam es Sexton: £IOOm war chest 

isation and redundancy costs. Profits in 
the sarnft period the previous year had 
been artificially boosted by a property 
disposal. 


Mr Sexton said the "difficult period” 
of streamlining Southern’s publishing 
regions, which led to 17S redundancies, 
was now virtually over, although around 
25 further job losses were expected. 

Underlying advertising revenue in- 
creased by 9.1 per cent across the group, 
although the company did experience a 
dip in the week of the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales. Although there was no 
evidence of a downturn in advertising rev- 
enue, the company said it would be 
“foolish” to expect the present boom to 
continue throughout next year. 

Circulation across the gronp fell 1-5 per 
cent, but increases in cover prices pushed 
revenue up 1.9 per cent. 

Evening tides performed poorly, al- 
though Mr Sexton said there were some 
signs that the circulation decline in the 
evening market was coming to a halt 

Southern is looking at various pro- 
motional activities to boost drCnlations. 
One option is to reward loyalty by offer- 
ing discounts to people who buy tbe 
group's papers consistently throughout lie 
week. 

Shares in Southern jumped 2ft5p to 
749p. 


Contrary to the conventional 
wisdom that the IMF and 
World Bank shindig now 
winding down in Hong Kong 
is just one long round of cock- 
tail parties, it is actually very 
hard work (so our correspon- 
dent there tells me). 

Meeting after meeting, 
seminar after seminar. Hon- 
estly. So much so that after 
one 730am breakfast round 
table chin-wag on European 
Monetary Union, a nearly 
empty mini-bar battle of John- 
nie Whlker Red Label was ' 
found under the table. EMU- 
talk is enough to drive any- 
body to drink, but the finger of 
suspicion has been pointed - 
no doubt unfairly -at our own 
dear Kenneth Oarfce. Just be- 
cause bis breakfast seemed to 
consist of a cigar ... 

The security around the Hong 
Kong convention centre for 
the visiting Chinese premier 
has been remarkable even by 
tbe high standards of these in- 
ternational gatherings. One at. 
two tranquil demonstrations, 
where police outnumber the 
demonstrators by about three 
to one, have been allowed. 

But the security blanket is 
tightest of all in the Grand 
Hyatt Hotel where most dele- 
gations - including the Chi- 
nese - are staying. 

When the Premier, Li 
Peng, is in the hotel the doors 
are scaled and the lifts all stop 
operating. But Mervyn King, 
Deputy Governor of the Bank 
of England, found himself in a 
moving lift on one of these oc- 
casions. As the doors opened 
he was joined by tbe Chinese 
premier and two soldiers 
armed to the teeth. Mr King 
reached his destination safely 
- hut said he had decided not 
to reach for his mobile phone. 

Fun and games at a fund rais- 
ing bosh the other night for 
the Crocus Trust, a new chari- 
ty to raise awareness of and 
find treatments for colon and 
bowel cancer. The bidding for 
a couple of first-class British 
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Airways tickets to any destina- 
tion in the US was opened by 
Richard Branson at a deliber- 
ately insulting price of £1. 
What a wag. 

There followed an awk- 
ward couple of minu tes when 
Mr Branson's even more gen- 
erous donation, free travel 
anywhere in the world cour- 
tesy of Virgin, looked as if it 
wouldn't even make the BA 
.reserve. Relief allround as 
the tickets were finally 
knocked out for £8,000. 

The entertainment contin- 
ued as the auctioneer, Chris 
Tarrant, Capital Radio’s star 
DJ, found himself adjudicat- 
ing over a bidding war be- 
tween his own wife and Mr 
Branson for a morning with 
Capital Radio’s Flying Eye. 
Since Mr Thrrant’s wife was 
sitting in Mr Branson's lap at 
the time, it was not easy to see 
who had actually won this cov- 
eted prize. £t is only possible 
to speculate on why either of 
them wanted this special treat. 
Was it mere bravado on Mr- 
Branson's part or do I sense a 
merger coming on? 

The Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew. has appointed a new 
fundraiser, Jeremy Baytiss, a 
chartered surveyor and senior 
partner of Gerald Eve. Mr 
Bayliss has been a surveyor for 
37 years and now becomes 
chief executive of Kew’s Foun- 
dation, in order to raise funds 
for arte of the world's greatest 


botanic gardens. Kew’s direc- 
tor:, Sir Gfllean Prance, paid 
tribute to the “fantastic job" 
done by the previous chief ex- 
ecutive, Giles CoodeAdams. 
The latter had raised more 
than £l&5m for Kew. “He has 
excelled my wildest dreams," 
Sir Gfllean tells me. 

Martin Sorrell has finall y 
merged the media buying 
operations of WPP’s UK ad- 
vertising subsidiaries, J Waiter 
Thompson and Ogflvy A 
Mather. As with all mergers, 
however amicable, there are 
winners and losers. And it 
looks like JWTs Dominic 
Proctor has come out on top, 
with the title of chief operat- 
ing officer of MindShare (the 
new merged body) and chair- 
man of MindShare UK. 

(JAM'S Mandy Pooler, one 
of the most powerful women 
in advertising and with a repu- 
tation for tough talking be- 
comes merely managing 
director of MindShare UK 

As far as I understand it, .. 
“media buying" means buying 
advertising space. According 
to MindShare itself, the newly 
merged operation will “lever- 
age its size to buy share of 
voice in tbe most cost- 
effective way possible”. So 
now you know. 

Cortecs, the Isleworth, Mid- 
dlesex-based drugs company, 
has poached Dr Phil Gould 
from Glaxo Wellcome UK to . 
be its new director of research 
and development Dr Michael 
Flynn, president and chief op- 
erating officer at Cortecs, is 
delighted to have booked such 
a big fish. Dr Gould is Giaxo's 
head of new product introduc- 
tion and product technology, 
overseeing 340 technical staff, 
The newcomer “will take on 
responsibility for managing 
and leading all our RAD 
projects” at Cortecs, says Dr 
Ftyrm. This will consist mostly 
of developing new “pharma- 
ceutical delivery systems", in 
other words pills to cure 
osteoporosis and tbe like. 
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Bombardier project creates 
300 jobs at Shorts 

Shorts, the Belfast-based aerospace company, is investing 
£1 08.4m in a project which will create aver 300 jobs and safe- 
guard 671 more. Shorts is to design and make airframe compo- 
nents for two new aircraft being built by its Canadian parent 
company, Bombardier. The programmes win more than replace 
the hundreds of jobs lost at Shorts with the collapse of Dutch 
plane maker Fokker last year. Ulster Secretary Mb Mowlam an- 
nounced the investment during a visit to Shorts before beading 
to the talks at Stormont Shorts has been given assistance of £195m 
by the Government’s Industrial Development Board. 

SCS to sell subscriber bases 

Securicor plans to sell the subscriber bases of Securicor CeDular 
- Services (SCS) to Cellnet for £38m. The group will take a £17m 
exceptional charge in its full-year results following the disposal. 
SCS said the sale of its consumer and small business subscribers, 
estimated to number 254,000 at completion, to Cellnet, in no way 
affects Securicor’s 40 per cent holding in Cellnet Securicor also 
intends to conclude talks for the sale of its corporate subscribers 
to Martin Dawes Telecommunications for £8m cash. 

Siebe to buy Eaton division 

Siebe, the engineering group, bas agreed to bay the Appliance 

will pay for the icquisiticm from esi^^ resonix^^^^^ariy 
has also authorised the sale oftgrtam companies, “which no longer 
fit the long-term strategy of building worid-leading businesses at 
each of Siebe’s three divisions". Tbe companies include its 
Tfecalemit Garage Equipment operations and 'Wells Electronics. 

Arcadian reveals approach 

Arcadian International, the hotels company, has received an ap- 
proach from a third party which may or may not lead to an offer 
being made for the whole of tbe issued ordinary share capital of 
the company. “Discussions are at a preliminary stage and a further 
announcement mil be made in due course,” Arcadian said. The 
shares rose from 505p to 65 -5p, valuing the company at almost 
£97m. 

Woodchester takeover 

Woodchester Investments, the Irish financial services group, has 
agreed to be taken over by GE Capital for Ir£591m. This is the 
biggest takeover in the history of the Irish stock exchange. Wood- 
chester agreed the tenns of a recomtnended cash oflBa: which would 
value each share at Ir263p. Crfdit Lyonnais holds a 54 per cent 
stake in Woodchester and has agreed to accept GE’s offer, con- 
ditional on the agreement of the French government. The price 
represents a multiple of 17 times Woodchester’s 1996 earnings 
per share and a multiple of 2.8 times its shareholders' funds at 
31 December, 1996. Its main businesses are motor and equip- 
ment leasing and instalment credit. 

Simon moves sector 

Simon Group, the port services and engineering group, unveiled 
pre-tax profits up 16 per cent to £5.8m for the six months to 30 
June and said it had “substantially completed” its disposal pro- 
gramme. It paid no dividend. It has been reclassified. from the 
Engineering sector to the Support Services sector. Earnings per 
share for the ongoing business rose 53 per cent to 23p (l_5p) while 
debt fell to £48 ,5m after the repayment of US$90m. 
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Tarmac faces 
uphill task 

Tarmac, has been restructuring for most 
of the 1990s. Brick malting went in 1995 
and housebuilding was swapped for 
Wimpey’s aggregrates and construction 
businesses in a £600m deal lastyear.The 
results are now starting to come through 
in spades. • 

Underlying profits, ignoring the £65m 
charge for the lateri; revamp unveiled two 
years ago, have soared from £6.7m to 
£3 8. 6m in the six months to June. The 
strategy of focusing on heavy bu i ld ing 
such as aggregates and con- 
struction seems to be paying off helped 
by an improving market and rationali- 
sation savings now running at an annu- 
al rate £40m. That mature fed through 
to a surge in mar gins in heavy building 
materials, which jumped from 7JS per 
cent to 9.7 per cent with the UK oper- 
ation now dose to 11 per cent. 

Now Neville Simms, Thrmac’s chief 
eaecotive, is looking to raise each of the 
group's operations to tbe level of the best 
player in its dass around the world. Cer- 
tainly raising margins in construction 
from the current 1.1 per cent to the tar- 
get of more than 3 per cent, possibly as 


gacnfwr, the pancreatitis treatm ent, in 
Europe not due until nefl year, investors 
have little else to guide them.. 

It jg encouraging that British Biotech 
is expanding its cancer trials so ex- 
tensively: Two new breast cancer trials 
of almost 700 patients have started this 
year, both largely funded by external 
bodies, adding to continuing trials in six 
cancer types. 

Crucially, the group is also starting 
studies combining marimastat with ex- 
isting chemotherapy drugs. 

This blitz of cancer trials and drug 
combinations makes sense, lb capi- 
talise on the huge cancer market world- 
wide, marimastat needs to be the drug 
of first choice for most cancers. More- 
over, if the theory behind marimastat is 
correct, combination therapy should 
prove to be the best treatment, with 
chemotherapy shrinking the tumour 
and marimastat in effect sealing it, pre- 
venting the spread of sec»ndaiytunK3urs. 
White .the City waits for proof, British 
Biotech’s £l73m cash pile should see it 
through to commercialisation. 

Meanwhile, the group is keeping 
costs in check. First-quarter losses were 
£lm higher at £9m but on target. Valu- 
ation remains the great unknown. 
Lehman Brothers reckons the shares are 

fair value at 155p, assuming marimastat, 


Tarmac: At a glance ManutvaiucEi^bn, siara pifea t285p (+3p) 
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early as 1999, could generate another 
£30m of profits. 

But Mr^nmixs aiU has an iqjfaill task. 
Roads still represent 15 per centofThr- 
mac’s turnover, while Mr Simms’ pros- 
elytising zeal for the private finance 
initiative and facilities management work 
has stffl to make much of an impact. The 
group’s professional services operation, 
which indudes facilities management, 
may break into profit tins year, boosted 
by the £100m Grave&ham and Dartford 
hospital PFI project launched yesterday. 

Assuming profits of £127m in the full 
year, the shares, up 3p at 128 -5p, stand 
on a forward pfe of 14. With a dividend 
still to be covered by earnings, they are 
a hold. 


Cancer trials 
boost Biotech 


British Biotech's assurance yesterday that 

clinical t rials nf mariimiNat, its pote ntial 

blockbuster cancer drug, are on trade was 
enough to satisfy a market shell-shocked 
by recent calamities in the biotech 
sector. 

The group’s share price, which bas 
dipped from a high of 270p this year, 
added 3.5p to dose at 168p on encour- 
aging first-quarter results. 

As Biocranpatibles and Celltecb have 
dearly shown, management's confi- 
dence about a product is no guarantee 
of success. 

However, with the first results from 
marimastat. phase ITT trials not due un- 
til the first half of 1999 and fifing of 


half the value, has a 55 per cent proba- 
bilfty of reaching market. Hold for now. 

Profits rise 58% 
at PizzaExpress 


If dough rose like the share price of 
PizzaEsprcss, tbe restaurant chain would 
be in serious trouble. The group bas seen 
its market value multiply 10-fold to 
£500m in the space of four years, with 
results for the year to June adding an- 
other £25m yesterday. 

Thrower rose by 60 per cent, of which 
only 9 per cent came from like-for-Iike 
sales. The rest of the growth came from 
32 new restaurants during the year and 
32 franchises bought in last October. As 
a result, profits rose by 58 per cent to 
£16.2xn, including £660,000 from 
disposals. 

There are now 150 outlets in the UK 
and the City has raised the potential 
ceiling from 200 to as much as 300. 
Domestic saturation could be only four 
to five years away, but the first interna- 
tional franchise has opened in Cyprus 
and moves are afoot to take the concept 
to the US, Italy, Spain, France, the 
Middle and Far East 

Greig Middleton is forecasting under- 
lying profits of £22-23m for the current 
year putting the shares at 759p, up3L5p, 
on a forward multiple of 30 times fore- 
cast earnings, which compares with an 
asset value of only 17p. If growth hits a 
flat spot the shares could prove indi- 
gestible to investors with a delicate 
constitution. High enough. 


BSM drives strategy towards 
schools expansion in Europe 


BSM, Britain’s biggest motor- 
ing school, is looking to change 
gear with a shift into informa- 
tion technology training in 
Britain and exp ansi on of its dri- 
ving schools business outside 
the UK. 

The group, which saw its 
profits go into reverse at the half 
year after the introduction of 
the new written driving test 
sharply reduced aumbers tak- 
ing the practical test wants to 
broaden its business. 

Richard Glover, BSM’s 
chief executive, said the move 
into genera] IT framing was not 
imminent, but made long-term 
sense: “We already train our 
driving instructors and couple 
driving manuals, so we have ex- 
perience of training. IT train- 
ing is a fast growing area and 
would reduce our dependence 
on a narrow market.” 

BSM is also considering 
opening driving schools on the 


Continent, probably in France 
initially where it has knowledge 
of the market from its relation- 
ship with Faros, the French air- 
craft simulator group. BSM 
plans to rite simulators, replicas 
of \huxhaH Coreas, in eight UK 

cities by October to encourage 
young learner drivers to start 


far has been stunning. Simula- 
tors help drivers overcome the 
fear factor. We think they will 
be a unique selling point for us," 
Mr Glover said. 

BSM said that the intro- 
duction of the written driving 
test had led toa 50per cent foil 
in the number of drivers ap- 
plying for tiie practical eaam. As 
a result half-year profits to 
June stumped from £2. 9m to 
£l.5m, in fine with the profits 
warning in ApriL 

BSM held its half-year div- 
idend at 153p. 

-Sameeno Ahmad 


■ • Areriaa uuA is issued in cn m p ii race with IhertvFririaoett* of tte London Stock Exchange Limited (“the London 
Stock Ex c hang e"). It does not constitute u Add' or form pen of any offer or Invhatioii to any penon bo for or 

purchase toy secariiies in L«chwnys pk: fthe Company^. 

AppUoaton ha beat made to the London Stock Exchange for foe whole of the totted and to be issued onfinny share capital 
of Laichways pic n be admitted to the Official List of tho London Stock Exchange, u is expected that admission to the 
Offldal List wOI become effective sod that doffing* id the Otdinaiy Shares win commence on 3 October 1»7. 

Latch ways pic 

(Incorporated and Registered in England and Wiles no. J 189060) 

Placing of 4,456,168 Ordinary Shares of 5p each 
at 155p per Ordinary Share 
Sponsored and Underwritten by 
Bell Lawrie White & Co. 

(a dtriskm of Breeds Dolphin BcS IdwrieUoHcd) 


Authorised Issued and JaHv paid 

Amount Number AmomI Number 

£641,080.15 12,821,603 Onfinary Shares of 3p each £S0L0KL30 10021,846 

lagM;. * **»■•». * of "Stoal Ml off«tag TOeoiM B 

avien wiU be tmdlalsle for ooUecxion dumig nomntl 
, TJ? " P®”* 5 t "° badnm *** the hereof from the Company AnnonncemeoB Cfflke, The 

Escfamgel^ta; Capd Court Emnacc, Off Bartholomew Lane. London 
ECZN 1HR and on any weekday (Samnfoys exccpcd) than foe daw hereof up to and hud wfing 8 October 1997 torn: 


Befl Lawrie White & Co 
(A Division of Brewin Dolphin 
Bell Lawrie Ltd) 

Sponsor . 

4S St. Vincent Street 
Glasgow G25TS 


Latehwaysptc 
Redman Road 
Porte Marsh 
Caine 
Wiltshire 
SK1I9PL 


Brewin Ldgfaton 
Adelaide House 
London Bridge 

London 

EC4R9HA • 


24 September 1997 


^jJUp gl 

ted 


■-i 


tfc** 

.niupit fc 








-iar* 


-- mPiaSlN 


II . i l iB wM ii 

-t 'sr j 

•- * ** 






- * AN* 
* F M 


... .4* <9* - 


••• 

.7 Z? 


..i - - — » ***■ 





* * »*-SfW*- 
-at Wl *4 


-■ --AT- 






•-* * 

- 

'* ““ — -*■■* . 

— V*. 

•* ' — i ^ W 


*• - tu 

•• T 4 : 

. 

« -1 

- m ee 


i 7 “ S"' * 


•"» >•» .• 


***«*«« «l 

’ ItaJ. 


* -m tm': 

vi 


■»» m • ■ " 

L **" J n '•9S4HI' •’ 

u ■' -•* mweTii... 

.7 ’ * 

_ * - 




27/SHARES 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 
24 SEPTEMBER 1997 


Concern over Biocompatibles’ decline increases 


MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


Despair over BSoccanpatibks 
International, the latest 
beaithcarc group to damage its 
shareholders wealth, is in- 
creasing. The shares, riding 
above l,400p earlier this year 
and capitalising the company 
at more than £lbn, crashed a 
further 60p to 475p as the mar- 
ket was forced to absorb a 
stream of small sell orders. 

The company, a favourite 
of private investors, became 
the subject of grief two weeks 
ago when it jailed to efineb key 
deals with Johnson & Johnson, 
the US health giant 

In the summer the market 
grew restless about the pro- 
posed Irnir and Bio’s shares 
weakened. Doubts, however, 
were largely allayed by sooth- 
ing comments from the com- 
pany, which said negotiations 
continued and. their scope had 
been widened. 

Then the diode Johnson de- 


cided to walk away from the 
main elements of the t a lks 
which covered the USgroup us- 
ing Bio’s special coating for 
stents -they hold arteries open 
during an operation - and mar- 
keting Bio's stents m the US. 

The severe mauling accor- 
ded the once high-flying won- 
der share mainly reflects the 
fear Bio could have unwittingly 
unleashed a powerful rival - 
Johnson - in its narrow world 
of protective coatings. There 
is also dismay it foiled to want 
the market about the tem- 
perature of the talks. 

And there is astonishment 
at the way Bio attempted to 
represent the reverse as pro- 
gress. Chief executive Alistair 
Thjto actually said the setback 
was “great news” as it allows 
“us to distribute our . own 
stents and look for another 
partner, perhaps one that is 
more aggressive”. 


Johnson, with 4.3 per cent 
of Bio, is still talking with the 
company about collaborating 
over an advance form of coat- 
ing which would eliminate 
thrombosis. Still, Bio is not 
completely friendless. Mer- 
rill lynch remains supportive 
and stockbroker Kfllxk said the 
depressed price “totally under- 
values" the group’s technology. 

Bio was not the only share 
under pressure. Blue chips 
had an off day although sec- 
ond and third liners achieved 
modest progress- Odd goings 
on in the futures market, a 
weak New York display and 


ter an uninspiring auction 
combined to unsettle equities. 

Centrica led blue chips on 
continued Panmure Gordon 
support. The investment 
house secs the shares at 120p; 
they closed Z5p higher at 
90.25p. 


Others higher included 
S mith TCI im » Ri wham, 4p 
(after 24rip) at 558rip follow- 
ing US approval for a Parkin- 
son’s disease treatment, and 
Burton, 3.25p better at 
L28.75pon Merrill Lynch sup- 
port. 

Lasmo, the oil group, rose 
3p to 266rip after reserve esti- 
mates were lifted for some of 
its Algerian fields. Three expl- 

Share spotlight 

share ptice. pence 
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oration concessions in ftddstan 
also fuelled the enthusiasm. 

Properties were buoyant 
with British Laud I Op harder 
at 61 5p. MEPC, regarded asa 
likely bid target, managed a 4p 
plus to 498.5p on its retreat 
from overseas and plans to 
hand £300m to shareholders. 

Another possible bid em- 
erged in the hotel industry. 
Arcadian International, with a 
string of country botds, jumped 
15p to 65.5p after reporting an 
approach. Hanover Interna- 
tional, which earlier admitted 
bid federe,put on 4p to 147-5p. 

Sentry Farming was the 
session’s main casualty, falling 
31 *5p (after 425p) to S3Jp. It 
lost £774,000 in its first half- 
year and suffered difficult a 
harvest which will produce 
lower year's figures. 

Incepta, the marketing and 
PR agency, firmed to 20.5p. 
US investor Whitney Part- 


ners has sold its 5 per cent in- 
terest, mostly at 19-5p. 

Brent International hard- 
ened to 79Sp. Vague takeover 
talk circulates. Martin Evans 
at stockbroker Sutherlands 
rates the shares a buy. “With 
historic sales of £140m and a 
current market capitalisation 
of cmly£53m, the valuation of 
the group is anomalously low, 
particularly with Brent on the 
cusp of sustained recovery.” In 
the past year the shares have 
come down from llSp. 

PiUrington was again 
heavily traded. The shares 
rose 4p to 155rip with the war- 
rants up 3p at 43p. The glass- 
maker has been the subject of 
intense market activity with 
Mercury Asset-Management 
thought to have cut its stake. 

Middlesex held at 8p. ABN 
Amro Hoare Govett has con- 
cluded it is “overlooked and 
undervalued”. 


TAKING STOCK 

Queeosborougb, flu* leisure 
vehicle of ML Laboratories 
founder Kevin Leech, is near 
to its restaurant launch. Ear- 
lier tikis year it recruited 
Mi chad Guthrie, former 
head of Mecca and the un- 
quoted BrightReasons eatmg- 
out to mastermind 
what it calls a casual dining 
division. It Is understood tri- 
al ventures will open soon 
and the concept coaid be 
quickly rolled! oat Queeas- 
borough, with caravan parks 
and waxwork attractions, 
firmed (o28p. 

Nursing Home Properties, 
the property investment com- 
pany specialising in the pur- 
chase and leaseback of care 
homes, held near its peak at 
122J5p. Meditrnst, the big US 
group which has a 20 per 
cent Interest, is guaranteeing 
a flOm loan. It is thought 
NHP has its eyes on proper- 
ties in the Manchester area. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 
24 SEPTEMBER 199? 


Peslier takes the Air at Ascot 


With Entrepreneur, the 
favourite for Saturday’s 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Stakes, weak in the 
betting, Greg Wood 
pinpoints Air Express as 
an outsider which may 
be worth supporting; 

The 16-1 chance will be 
^assisted by a top-class 
-Crider with the booking of 
Olivier Peslier. 


Before the Queen Elizabeth U 
Stakes at Ascot on Saturday all 
the attention will be on a horse 
who has won one Classic, butit 
is worth remembering that 

- there will be another horse in 
the field who has won two. En- 
trepreneur, who beat Revoque 
in the 2,000 Guineas at New- 

My Emma’s 
Arc hopes hit 

My Emma, winner of the Yoric- 
^ shire Oaks at the Ebor meeting 
and last year’s Pitt Vermeil! e, 
is a doubtful runner for the Prix 
de I ’Arc de Triomphe on 5 Oc- 
s tober. She injured herself when 
slipping at home over the week- 
end. “I am still hopeful that she 
will make the Arc, but we will 
know more in a couple of days,” 
Rae Guest, her trainer, said yes- 
terday. 

Tuesday's Middle Park 
Stakes at Newmarket has found 
a last-minute sponsor in the 
' form of the Thoroughbred Cor- 
poration. the ownership group 
' winch represents Ahmed bin 
Salman . The same name wiD 
also be attached to the Group 
One Dewhurst Stakes, to be run 
^ at the same course in just over 
three weeks' time. 

- RESULTS 


NOTTINGHAM 

2.15: 1. RAIffiUNG Rosa (J Hold) 

2. Ttantog 3-1: 3. NlgM Hu* H-1 14 ran. 
6-4 tar SNmaa) {4tfi) V*. 6 (M Stouta. Naw- 
martff) Wk ESfiQ. MO. C1TO EBOQ. 
Dual Foment: EMD Compffar SfratfH Ftore- 
caK E1&75. TMk C7BJXL 
2.Wi 1. NOimffiMN BLESSING (J „ 
MU) B-1; 2. Buntfajflhrih 89 tor, a. Wa- 
aiwiw 7-2. 8 rim. 5 2V» |P Hants, 
BafUumatod) TMkE&BO; CU5Q. CUR CIO 
OF: WOO CSF: C130I TMo: CS2Q. Hon ftm- 
nars: Jaza & On Mart. 

S.1S; 1.HCHTEYAAR (R Hfa) 8-tJtar. 2. 
FtaffTtago O-t; 3. WlgstoB 0-1- Itnn- 
3'A r/«. |R Armstrong Newmarket) ItatK 
CMO-.CIO a^ntXTO OF: EWQ CSF: 5776. 
ThO: C82JB0. 

3X8:1. WOOLE EAST (J Cam* 9-1:2. 
iWffala 9-2 taw; 3. Supart* iM 19 ran. 

1 1 (T D Bamn Onhl OIK COSO; Cam 
C2aac«aa OF: caosn CSF: CS11& NR: La 
Vbta- Tito: C56QBQ 

4.1&1.TAIMSHAM4 {SSandgn|7-2tar. 

2. frw Mountain 02; *. Nanogfci 0-1: 4. 
Rad Ntopla O-t 18 nrw 'k. Vfr. Mark 

>■ Pfpawtt NwwwrtmO TWa: E41S0; D3Q 
• C23a CSO tA2Q Oiml Fbracast CBO C8F: 
£3054. most: E26&55 Wo; CO880. 

4X8: 1. CtVH. LIBERTY (Mr A Baking) 

, n-l;2.RtocartBnB-1;3.Auguatan8-1;«- 
tefajarg-t 16 ran. 3-1 law Fam* Gowmor. 
p 'h.2. (QUrafo. Epaom) TWa 8 COflO: EZBU 
Cl7a C25R E32a OF: C446Q CSF: COZ2& 

■Rtemt cemra. w. aeon 

B.1ft 1. STONED MACULATE (KFrton) 

9 M far, 2. Slpowftz 12-1; 3- Ariaala o-t; 

_ 4. Altana «-i 18 ran. Vfc. 8 (F Nwphy. 

Mktotaham) Tbto: £230: ElKX CS30. C28A 
5X80 OF; 0*90. CSF C2a9t THeaff: 
CW03O -Dio: EtttMO 

Jackpot not won. Pool ol CCJ54a70 ear- 
; riadtonnardiD Goodwood today. 

Ptacapot. CU33Q Quadpol- £5500 
Mac* 8 £11262. Place 5: t»"4S. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: U-No-Hany 
(Chester 4.55) 

NB: Priceless 
(Goodwood 3.00) 

PWMPTON 

249: 1. GALLOPING GUNS (Mfcftael 
Bnrnan) «-l; 2. Sprig MM** !;*™? 
EneutoMMfav. IOraaS.2. (BUewrtyn) 

SKSBSStSRffi 

2. Ha da Uhrffa KM; » *g*J“*£*i? 
raft. 4, a (M Pipe) Ibta: £120; CUR E2Att 
OF £2im CSF: £362 
9M t. RUTTFS BOV (HJtfWBC 
2. Mum 64 tmr. X Ttia Stor ’M*** 
Bi«t *«**<*» A 

> ££ *** Df: £B7a cse ' a9a ** 

* ,to ?05: 1. FASULON 

2rtfa H-8*K X Wmwr W» M 
lift [M Pipe) WK 0*00. Ct2ft E12Q OF- 
£290 CSF: CfiAQ 

449: 1. VICTORY ANTHEM (B Faraon) 
1M:2. Pair at 4acka7-2;3. Dawn qawca 
82 7 wu M Q««h WW & 7 (P 
Tffa: COSO; C38Q. E23Q OF: C34.KI CSF; 

** Sr i.canton venture ip hm 
4 imr: 2. Skram 7 * 3. SMM] ^ 

&3 (S Woods) 1bra:C29ftCl6Q£3» DR 
C420 CSF C899 
PlKapat C9*a Ouadpot C7D0 
Ptaca 6. C° »>■ Waoa 5 Cf*-73. 

STRATFORD 

>atsass!saas 

ffifsaffaiess® 

C1 ^ : 1, FATAUSTE tA P 
2 Dunfftm B« 

ran. n 22 <« ^ 
two. £440 Qua Foracaff: CSSOO CSF1 

“Sb 1. JAZZY RS=RAJNjAM^i|’ 
1 CO fav. a. oubff** 2-1 “JSAJSSS! 
2 1 cob« 4ra».V.'«. 22- ” nanw 
Tot*: £290 OF MO. CSF' COW- 

349: 1. MAJOR' S l** (A 

ta S£TSS tM ^ 
K£ttsas5»S» 

.. USanUaflffXT^MOiClVLCIflOW 1 . 

1 p ^;SSL£TRAM^Ry^: 




market, may well start favourite 
on Saturday, just as be did 
when beaten into fourth in the 
Deity. Air Express, by contrast, 
who won the equivalent Classic 
in both Italy and Germany be- 
fore finishing second to Star- 
borough over Saturday’s course 
and distance at the Royal meet- 
ing, seems sure to set off at odds 
which are comfortably into dou- 
ble figures. 

Not that that is ever likely to 
bother dive Brittain, who runs 
his horses where he thfoiw they 
have a chance, regardless of 
what the bookies may say. 
There is plenty of 16-1 available 
about his representative, which 
will appeal in particular to 
those punters who believe a 
horse should always be forgiv- 
en one disappointing run. 

In Air Express's case, this 
came in the Sussex Stakes at 


Goodwood, when he dropped 
away to finish seventh of nine 
toAIi-Royal, but his trainer has 
an explanation. “That race 
went completely wrong for 
him,” Brittain said yesterday. 
“He was on the outside and was 
pushed wide and never got on 
a true leg. He was left out of 
it really, it was more the course 
that beat him than the oppo- 
sition.” 

In his previous race, howev- 
er, Air Express put up a per- 
formancewhich gives him every 
chance on Saturday. He may 
have started at 20-1 for the St 
James’s Palace Stakes, but he 
was the only colt in a strong field 
who ever seemed likely to give 
Starborough a race, and was 
eventually beaten just a length. 
“He’s had a nice break since 
Goodwood and he’s fresh and 
well," Brittain says. “Olivier 


GOODWOOD 


240 Royal Ground 
2.36 ST ENODOC (nap) 
3.00 Czar Wars 
3J30 Sandstone 


HYPERION 

4.00 Sweat Magic 
4.35 Mbulwa 
SJOS Snow Partridge 
5-35 Ring Tha Chief 


Peslier was booked to ride this 
morning, so we Ve got a top jock- 
ey and a horse in form, and he’s 
got a very good chance. People 
forget he’s won two Classics be- 
cause they were in Germany and 
Italy, but you try to go to Ger- 
many now and win a race and 
you’ll need an A1 horse.” 

Air Express is one of six 
three-year-olds in the nine- 
strong entry for the QEXL. and 
Brittain believes the winner will 
come from this generation. *At 
this time of the year the three- 
year-oldswtncb are progressing 
do tend to be a big factor at up 
to a mile,” he says. “At a mfle 

anH ft half T think Hw nHw hors- 

es can still bold them at bay.” 

Entrepreneur remains the 
clear favourite for Saturday’s 
race with Coral, birt drifted yes- 
terday with several other firms. 
Michael Stoute’s colt is now the 


9-4 joim-favourit£ with Revoque 
is William Hill’s betting, while 
at Ladbrokes, Revoque has ac- 
tually displaced Entrepreneur at 
the head of the market Peter 
Chapple-Hyam’s runner, who 
returned to the track for die first 
time since the spring when win- 
ning a minor race at Doncast- 
er's St Leger meeting, is 7-4, with 
Entrepreneur drifting to 2-1. 

Another market mover was 
Allied Farces, the mount of 
Frankie Dettori, who won this 
race - and everything else - 12 
months ago. T -»dbfpte» opened 
yesterday with 8-1 showing 
against Godolphin’s runner, 
who won the Queen Anne. 
Stakes at the Royal meeting but 
within a couple of hours he was 
down to 11-2. Bahbare (11-2 
from 5-1) and Bijou DTnde 
(16-1 from 33-1) were other 
changes at Hills. 


GOINQ: Straight course - Good; Bowd cause - Good Ip Ftm F wiffiu i nrtM an 
SlAUBc Stnfyt cowm - Hands aldff round cons* - inakte (aosoptVnff- outside^ 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: H£i best ter 7fto-*n 21 

• Right-hand course with shnrp bands and gtaffents. 

• Cone to north ci Chichester between A288 and A2S& CHchastw ra» staUcn 4m. AD- 
MISSION: Richmond Enckam £16, Gordon Endoue CIO (ouo*6S> 25). Pubfc Enclo- 
sure £S (avor 66s QQ. GAR PARK: 22; tree pertag avalebia 

• UiADMG TRAINERS: RHmon— 38 wimere tram 372 turners gives e success re- 
Ho afUB^P-CoiemfrQin 09 p09W);HCecH 24 tram 041231%); JDuffap21 from 
201 (104%). 

• t£AO(MQ JOCKEYS: T Quinn 46 whs from 287 rides gives a success ratio of 67%; 
J Rffd 39 from 270 p44%); Pstd Eddsry 14 from «6 (B4%); W Ryan from H2 (118%) 

• FAVOURITES: 234 wins In 70S races (33%) 

BUNKERED F®ST T»E: Ffft«o-U fcOO): LsdrarYe tad flOCh Pride Of Haying 000); 
Norroen Ceequeff (Hsonxft Nfftts (43^; Acte! SiaOons (rteomd) Snow Partridge poq; 
Racing TMegiffih (535) 

WHNCTS W tASTSEVSI DAYS: Oanfrff Commffee (UQ eon ff Sswriay on WbOvx*. 
LDNG-DiSTANCE RUWCR5: Mbutwm (43^ has bear sent 272 rrte tv A Fahoy from BuV 
Israitac, North Ibri u Wi B. P rime Psrtnei p3S) sent 272 nisa by T Csff srby from OeffHstrtoa 
Norft Vfcrtel*o; Kabceff (40Q, Katar f4D£? & Graff Bear f435) 9enl 286 tries D Chap^ 
men from Sdfcwlon. North Yortahira 


lO~nnl ’GO HURDUNG’ SELLING STAKES (CLASS E) £4^50 
[£^L1 added 2Y0 1 m If Penalty Value £3^86 

) 260683 MM ANDALEGfn? (BF) ^taRPtopo) CDwjwfl h W Ryan 2 

2 0(0 BUKA'S Y0UN8 MAN (39) [Q R BtafcrWtfi U H^wa B fl MCcmMy(7)10 

3 0000 RM40-IA PS) (Re Rest Mftrfrmffe}T Jones B 11 RMmlB 

4 0000 OPf>OimME(GB1)pi)(JCSn«9DBMalh811 RRraaehffln 

5 084030 P51S1AM VENTURE (IS) (Ms B Bsfl B UselwBtl K(Msf9 

6 PRK£ OF FASHION pAFCHrra)SKiti«B II V8WNryS 

7 068 ROTALGROUM)(11) [MMgehU| UChsrrcrBII GM4 

8 20602 CONSTANT ArTENTONp^(0«B q< nR> m PCohBB .T Qatar 3 

9 00 FNEFWRES(190»sTARxann|NCBlaghan8e S Drawn 1 

t> 00(01 FRANCBCA%FOLUf(imReddyBbmtadOJtftB6 MHwryffl7 

11 506300 HtUA%luacpB)(frksttlBtoKEte4KlayBB NAdwmT2 

■a 003 SHAIABBlA(48)(MnJFWm&MBTWMHMaemmBB JCemlB 

■a 000 SSM{GBqpq(Mawrai)UaiwnnB6- : CmriyUonWn 

-UdsdMed- 

BITTWQ: M RnyH Omred. K DonHsrt Attartkm, 1 « Pwffm VMfree. T-l Rm Mrie^ M 
Francesca's Wy. Am And A Leg. W SbHHnls, W Oppoifrm. 1« Sien. IB-1 Ns)VS IM9- 
lc,20-1 othda 
19BB: no conasponcfcQ race 

• 

InniD ST IVELttOLD CUP? MAIDEN STAKES. (CLASS D) £5,000 
I added ZYO 1m Penalty Value £3,720 

1 3 ACHUES(re(AcMnMA8^Raws*teU4RAWimt90 JWmmr7 

2 0 AUCfifT (USA) (15) (MskBUTi Alltttam) Ettrt^SO MftanwS 

3 raGHTENSWN(USA)0iRHftTOFBhdSHrner)PCC*i90 TOotaiB 

4 Q IflW SPEAR (U3^(iq?h»nnidlMffi<De»aifi 90 SQnsmwB 

5 323 MUTAWWAJ (1^ [Godclrt^ S»od bin &iocr B 0 JRHd2 

6 0 RIGHT CROSS JONNY (USA) pq (R Bewsr) P ChH^ff+lym 9 D _R Heffn ® S 

7 0 SrBKX»C(R0Nn^9*»^^J«Ntp80 T^rata4 

0 SANIARD* (R N I0»^ P Hosfrg 8 9 FndEddwyl 

-Bdsckrad- 

BEriMB: M MdnMfc 5« Htfi War. 9-f leer 8peK 7-1 ff Mk, ffrl AeMan w 
ABgrfr.10-1 Wgfrl Crnea Jrawy, 33-1 Sertarww 
19B8S Vbyagws QwH 9 0 J Wd H-8 tar (P ChappMtyam) Ovm » nran 
FORMOUfOE 

m*eiw»^haBlhebeffmaidenfc»meiiddead4iBelBdlDr«BCondwithHefayCe«ibwfr»- 
ner Chas&r House beNnd Saratoga Springs ff \Wt He hung to the left whwi 8 dose 

thWiedsoant types City HorKMfr end ftafcffDowceMeraffimi wftte an d wNlelis nMa 
Wke eome beaBN) h ihh «» news frwn Whffcomfo H encnua^Gregsj*Q HIGH 
TOWOIL a srm ff Saffart Vitate from the tarffy rt thoae etam effeaz* Oraae Vtt 

turn and PbW> Praeactoff. tear Speer, 9M lolhe very wnfftThmarffi dKmpcn pj 
on Ns second wart. Ioffes better than AcWUee. vffo |uff loofr ea btt auap n ff eter fte 
raff sffee Ns promising Wff 1° Mooffebeh war atsfuiongs ff FoBrestone. WgrtHde ra 
won over Ws trip and ei0dli to Mudeer ff Leicester) and StEnodoc, a iwMrodwr id 
S t Mawee end iho suffeh second string on Ns debut ff Newmarirff. cwbottiimprora. 

SOMCQOTU rftvi ltfw?UW 

iVft A l SCOTTISH EQUITABLE AUCTION STAKES (CLASS C) 
\ 4.011 E 7 .QQQ added ZYO 7t Penafty Wue £4^02 

1 00 AtSWSHWAT P5) (ft 3 B Mseran 3 Xj —- — KWB 

2 1 COmiALCOIffllTTa(n(P)PESar^PaeRra^ran09 JH 

3 «« P«CB£SSOfl(71»&*»Pl«wCUSW»tafl^8a — -JlfFt ** 

4 000 UUJRBfSLAD ft3) PtaUndaMcOff) Q Leffse* Pw<6ffray3B 

9 0 9M ■ni)W(tafCD)P&SKtWSDwra4 r -» TQ f* ?7 

8 UT2 BErTR0Np2)(D)(RGarxra) Rfhmonai — R fftanff^ a 

7 5« CZ«WARSp(SWaAiJjBMtrt1|PWBnfl1 LCtapocfc5 

0 03 HAOANEJ0NES{19|(EHJme*{ffrrt«|UABItorisn7(3 JO*w2 

-tderiarad- 

BETTWfeTX Cmffal Oa mnffra a, 100-30 F ri c H m a . 6-1 Bsttrao, 7-1 Tfran, 10-1 fraHlWrsWK t2-1 
car Vtora, 1 VI Madaae Janas, 304 laentt lad. 

IBM: VM» HH B 9 R Ma H-1 (E Ourtcff 84 J3«n 
FORM OUSE 

Central Conmlhee eWsrrpra B ensMto M yaert wtanar MMW(m9i StSS, 
weaWffrarWa debut s u pc eaa at Beweriey seven days egg Badrad from 7-4 P 4-5 whw 
bemfrio raiow n ew comer conn Bond, he wee wa» d rawn there but *■» the omalde eraa 

, to rwaroome today The geWngwffh better lorm to BETTRON. who oveftwnetroietes 



to win setokner at Brighton and than eaccnd with a lUe-trawnepprefSice to John Ekn- 

tofto Raban at Redcac Ratah went on 10 finbh a One second » Land A Hand Vi a hff 
ni»«ry at Doncasar so Bettronnsjattal* the beating getting firawtichtociudeBRoys- 
Inn Ffranchs claim. TBmi was a lucky winner from Jungle Story (ahon ot roorri) In a nure- 
ery hate days aflo. This to a touffaer raff for him. but Pomeeact wtaier P ri c ato ee to 
down in grade after fife Ltatod-race nr over a mlo hera BMtan farther by Afcoostan 
«ian Ira was at Kerrpeaa Pricffeea probably faled to stay and thto rattan to eemn fre^ 
longs dhes hfrn a chanca frmhiatiwwy ran in the Tbapof Row race ff Nawmarkat thff 
has fhmvwura numerous trinnars. Ha ooffd be bettor cfass than hbtlabtomn hi Ma flame 
Jones and Yferwfcfc wtanar Car Mws. Selection: BETTR0N 

|o ini ROA FOUNDATION STAKES (Listed) (CLASS A) £25,000 
added 1m 2f Penalty Value £17300 

1 men EMNJSHRHAPSOOY(19(CD9(ChhHBd)(La9HetTiBi4aO PwdEdAtyl 

2 1-3664 PROPaBUJE(USA)R(t08IJlagBHTI«l«9 0 -TMfff 

a 9ZD442 ttJMNNa STAG (USA) (8) p) (Waed JCohen) P VBchff 3BB AM8 

4 ^Ofl.SAWSn)flE[11)(P)petaSVft*rdJU4fcp3BB TSfxffwa 

5 53(401 LOHBy HEART (33) (CD) (CJHwpet)DBsasr9i3B3 8IXMms2 

-sdectorad- 

BETTING: B-4 SaadHaoe, 9-1 Dartati Rhapsody, 7-2 Progw flew, 0-1 Ruffling Blag, 14-1 Lonffy 

HbhI 

199ft UflMli 4 8 8 U Rctato 52 0 Itortuy) dw (9 5 ran 
ROHM GUIDE 

Oantoh Rhapsody « on fts tovtxrte cowse for hb Ustedraca attorr^K bff thto front- 
mmsr may not see off SAfffiSTONE, who receives 6b A winner from Hfftona to thto 
aerie at Newmeifat in Mey> Sandstone wee then raffed uiti Nsydock toff month end 

duty vmn fo Ttffiay tt days wtien hok*vj oH ihe amert pair Ramoac and Fly % Hie 

Stars. Aa usshi as he has been in two handfcaps here. Danish Rhapsody ha yet to prove 
tab ip to Smwaneto ctos& Proper Blue wis doffVy4widiapped ff Mowbray tost week 
Tha arouid wee egotist hfen end he was ratuntog from e far-marrth aboenca He wfl 
knpiove on Ihff nsi behind Ctan Ben and wss a Ltoted-race wtYiar last backend. Run- 
itora Stag to aoeto in a race which loffa too hot lor hrm. and lonely Heart tooee a toga 
task after Namaiden win beta HalBcdorr SAKDSTC3NE 

(XfSnl FR1ALATOR INTERNATIONAL HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£5,000 added 5f Penalty Value £4,175 

1 056022 SONOS»sr[13)(U)PsJSEt«na)NSantoi4ti(L PPItophy®4 

2 0440D TEARW1*TE(t23 fCO) (AWl»*aoi&CoLid|Tlfc3 DO JQitona 

3 620046 BENI VSITURE (USA) pQ|CDMWaAL Stony) BRMng 9 Pit T9ptaka20 

4 1B600 1HEFWWnVEW(D)(JAfterir«d)Pktol491t JRHdM 

5 000031 SWETMAQE (2£) (D)(C Hacvmntfl P Hoafrg 6B9 KDwtoy3 

B 36(000 ANOKATO (8) (D) JtThory) Khcry398 C Camfcfy (7) 19 B 

7 384400 TKmA»AHAIj:(SZ)(D)pipetsaetMPtoran597 MHwayp)1« 

B 34286 HAIF1WCp6)OTWiGinhomoirai)RURoaer597 Tft*n7B 

9 08B60 SC83GRRDGE (11) PD) (Dcrffdjad#flJBrfcgff59B R Brftand (7) 11 

V 020684 Fffi>nyBRNfE(3q(CDBF){tapjR4rtGwfelBUy7Be-JtFftancfcf3)15 

H- 060330 PWDE0FHWfUNGf1B)(CKD)(BiBraercBHd)PHBd|Fr691 SDmealOB 

12 -806D ASHKB04AZY pi) (D) toxfoB 8 N B«y 686 NAdksstt 

13 663000 1»ORUSHBOYp)(D)(Cyi*iiCon«rcn*|IIRfctlBy7B6 Atom Co ot p) 21 

14 64050 FUMB HAROLD (E) (MsVxtaPAton) UQziron485 JCtonla 

ft 9000 CHWCMlL < SSHAOOW(f6)(Wvdjaw)Snmca384 DRMeO Ma9 

« mm QAIOdlYSISrr (16) (Aufrn Staxd & Co ud E Wavier 3 64 — AMyp)17B 

V OOOOy WICHWDOOSANDYpcq ^HCncfitwjHCcffigrrig-aaa MFMoe22 

s .ax-03 ft.OORMfM)(Dnfffti rah dWffIAffcle460. .,.,AIBcCfa»8 

« * 202365 'BRIGHT MRAG0N(Q{Q) pCSCDcpe)KhoryBB1 — OI«9iD»ywl2 


« ‘206355 'BRIGHT WHAGONWWPCQ CoepetJK hoy 881 M wffi Dw yer 12 

2D 060005 KALAR(U9p)(IIIChBgaan}DCtapBwnB7 g ...LOwreidrSB 

21 -50030 MflCAST £3) (U) (ItaMM McihdJDCtapren B7® DWffaOB 

22 04000 SWUNG BESS (9) £ J Ifengan) J King 4 7 D. A Pad R 23 

23 000000 U)CYBrnESnr(ff)(raaAJFbKMBMad«n37'D CRdttrl 

-23dadarad> 

MWmua affoft 7« Hue tonefnp sag* Srfffrg Bom 7* % U*y to The Sty 7* «l 

BETTUtG: T52 Ow eff Magl r , 7-1 Rtorafly Brave, 9-1 B ea u Wmw i. HfflTbiw. KM Bcl imT n fogr. 
12-1 Sotgahaff Ttar ■**% 74-1 Mb* ftmoca, Hytag Hwoff, Prfcto ff HM°9. IB-1 ettara 
19B8: Srffaor Ndff 4 B S R MAm (7) 8-HJ Bridgor) dratm («) 2D ran 
.FORM GUIDE 

ftacant jprinla hare law tworaed those dtami Ugh end stol 20 to not Ihe only meson 
to favour BEAU VENTURE. When Ihe oktotogff beet 8ongatieet (Bb woes) at Fpfre- 
stonehAprihewwehwiaigNtaecondrunhtwodayftAndflVBaewholHffiedaaoae- 
ito atdh to AneadTran from a poor tte«* ff Lsfceffer on Mcnday? Beau lAanwe to reiaarad 
with hh Fbtesmne wawmg pertnarlfrn Sprake and Na henclcap merit is >rff « poutd 

hioher:Wtoie higher tfraw Sweat MefllccoUB be gmeByranctort but stol thr ee sffa ran 
a fart. Paul Hoifrig ham hm In flieff heart end the Senriown weiwaa no sapree 

htotiard to L«fy SheriH and Doubto Oacar on thto oouea. Sdeeor Rhtfle won thto from 
aNffu*wwtoffyearsftwrunBowarsh1i«1onB».HehnabewicimpalgnBdataigaln*- 
tor fries ttnauumri end ratoae sound bei to meke die frame fran stol It Oertafri to be 
one of the favouitea. Sdeaor Rldga has begs ff pace and tehee a trrasrtio drop ini d»« 

fftofhtoNewtaayeecondtoAlmeelandeirriardBoentBflorteonthBooweebehhdRl- 
M mid WWwood Flowec The Ftoflaffve, who raffled oHa hff-frleic In the eunmffeffsrft 
to- bffind Scissor Ridge « Newtwy and has John Wd fartig omr from the apprentice. 

Pride onrayUng to a nother who wft have a totartig. She ewe the nedwracond to Scto» 
eor Rklge to thto tl mortlia ago and now meets thto rival on 9*» bettor tom And It vmq 
on tha cents ihff today woffd be the tone far Fetor Hadgw to try hh mare in bMtara 

fttondfa Brave tovety weBhufce p ped on hto tour wins ot toff year and ftty^a i Rtench 

w a good booking He has bean rested since toing to gff a deer nai in a selsr a atgrt»v 
and he atoo rtfrrt gel ihe best of n*» when aorih to Dtothdfrm Osam at IWrteor- h 
which race The Fugotve wes a credtabto seventh and Beau Ifentua m checked iffian 

maklnfl Ns run. HaBTbne is not as wel dream as he wee when befftofl Haffffrty Mas 
and Bright ftnegon ff Sandown tost montft and a lour <*■*■ mv atoo hanffMp Tbw 
WhRa, winnar at the tog meetoig hera tost morth, and Hyfrifl Harold, who ffwgjtowrt 
ffChapffow before a stiHer task ffAyt SetoetloR: BEAU VENTVME 

\m ocl WATSON AND PHIUP CLAIMING HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
(WVI) £4^00 added im Penalty Value £4,143 

1 -56066 MOflMANCOMQUESTJUSA) (tlJlRctfriFSaiyll WfcgSBt) K Dwtoy2 2V 

2 5000QB WROtXWWCTPifonSJDltaraega-—-— MmIV 

3 tsaas IBUUM(1)JD>rtrtuit«l««*BU0HFdi^1lB7 LGbveoff19 

4 64600 U»DCB8ICMB(D)|l*sJKl«MMMJAI«ua9B7 

5 084 SOUTH CWNA SEA (M) [C Juries) PCctoS S 6 — Ta g"* 

6 004531 BAIWOROW9|CJttorart»GLlta»392 

7 rr«rvo OXBAtgff)U°hn p '*^ > *> c P 1 ryw3fl1 .. — . — . HHNncfr (3)1 


Air E xpress: Dual Classic winner at double-figure odds for 
Saturday^ QEIf Stakes Photograph: PM Smlth/Sporang Ufe 


B -00000 ONBQfl»frW!TH YOU (15) ® DCfeJS M FffOT2XvGCietoy39l JRM7 

8 6000D »N0CXn0NmWWP»araNGLVta»tl9i ACtekS 

n cocoa cxumfff THATCH OS) (B^ (Ub a Sunurt c Hn^vn 4 9 1 PaiEddatyB 

n 044030 IUJ1 FRANCHISE K$(D)(UaittL Raring RMH dub 49Q Itortfn Dwyw 18 B 

12 -U600 FORGETTORaMOME (tosPMHffSfa JSMM b 390 — PPHnphy(l)4 

O 006003 DANCJNQ USWYEH (13) pi [WSa{p3(rveaslJtt K Bute 690 DteaOIMZI 

% 500(00 8QAKMG <42J(D)pWp Sanded Ul»ar7 BO — DR McCabe 13 

C 004266 WTHOUTFRENDSCT) (C) {UrsDR Kxrir*!} J5^flth+taw3B C. — ItoasNrU 

« 4SM0 KATnE(8C7) (G8lBM0uc«a«nSlJri) CJfe36TI ARrtfiaB 

17 000006 THRff WEB® (IB) (D) (Ouncai WWur48 tl Sopbto IKchffl 17 

« 00000- GREAT BEAR (2S7) (□) (J M Chapter)) D Chapmen 5 B t) DWrlgNIB 

• IQMD 9iaiORra»ltlSB(AJ2q(WVWe1MArai>ff*588 Ntority2 

20 00000 CABCHARGE BLUE (t^(D)pj Wen) TJNaug«Dn5 B6 -TSpratall 

21 OBOGOO LITTLE PfXWff (53) (HriwdLPKrt T Janes AffoOtoneS 

22 IB422I HARtBQUNSIALXn5JtMsRJDDCRBriur9ROSMao6B4 JCUoalD 

BETTMG: 134 BuMxd, 7-1 Marta, 154 Manan Coeqaeff, 9-1 Mr Rough, M Dancing Lswyff; 
ID-1 Htttoqnto VMk. Scott Chine Sen 11-1 Courty Thffrij. 12-1 lord Obamn, Muff Fcanchtoa, 
14-1 bw uca Mon. Oifru. in Soakfrig. Wlboff Friaoda,2b-i otfrata 
IBBfa Qrtffad KnWrt 4 9 2 0 Hwtoi 9-1 tC Hogm) dam (17) 21 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

A high rfrwrwS be a help In this tag told and DANCING LAWYER COiAd be the one from 

stol 21 attar a aedhabie third to a»-the**y wfrner ftock Mean In a Chepstow safer a 
fortnight ago - his fourth run lor Kert Burke since leaving Brian Meehan. The oktatager 
Lord Oberon to another wltfi a chance from a good draw. OH the eowse toff year, he 
was nff ffagrtead ff Salabury end Kemptan prior to a betowpar showing wdh Ns ap- 
prentice at SareJown. The best dawn is Norman Conquest, who n a poertrirty In hto 
Brat-time vira; and Mbufwa. beffen a short head by couse speotaiet Euro Sceptic at 
Beverley a wart can atoo Oe tariffed tram staff u Harfaquin Waft seems better 
on the ffMmather but was second n Ihekdimaswr here leff month and gets a 19fo prt 
forthefrxMnngth befffog by Bapetorct on Equhracfo Oowi&y 7lfftch may not hew ffayed 
the bngsr trip at Fo»«8tene Rttw Ns win thera and has ctefrns, along with the ftghUy 
raced South Chkff Sea, who was n bed ground ff Vbrk but ma Chrn Dwyer hen got 
Oabane sweet judgad on ton weefcfe second to Gay Sraeas at Yarmouth (BO- Ths trip 
should be no prabtom. but staB one looks dodgy. Selection: OANONG LAWYB1 


[ cTuf l MERBURY CATERING CONSULTANTS HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 3YO 1m 4f Penalty Value £3,818 

1 3530© PEMnSR*5*ll€AVBil(igCTWWPW*»aMSaiTW^HItoKV97_TOuton? 

2 -63S3 SNOW PARTRXXtE (USA) (16) (M Artfo) P Coto9B Kttorky6B 

3 14000 SEATTLE 5WNGn^(TbeSefftlBS*mgas) Mm APnn«lB4 IRlffB 

4 0050 R0WL CASTLE (2^(D}^adlWhffxA)lVR Han 92 T Sputa 2 

5 3OEO0 OUWOWULltaiwrtCHojnBtt ltodBdd^7 

6 Q00i PRMCEAI£Xp^(D)(SOomffiUd)AStoa1B9 5«Wtofftti1 

7 0454 ACTION STWTCWS^S) PM Cyra) CCy» 81 : ffwtfotJejwBY , 

B mnasa KBBSHAN DANCSH8) (Nngbol ParTere) B R Italian 7 C RRranchp)3 

B M3 2BEIH(123)(JEIta)5Dovr70 .PDoe(7)5 ' 

_g I 

BETTI HO: UOJORoyffCsffta, 7-2 Prince Alex. MSrasw Partridge, 5-1 PeonyaProerHaewn.7- 
1 Hwbrtae Omtcm. 12-1 SmUb Swing, 14-1 Acttan SaalcM. 18-1 ONvo, 20-1 Zfoettl 
199* U 9 7 R Mrto-1 (C J Bnoetoa^ rtan G| O ran 
FORM GUIDE 

ROYAL CASTIE, 1mm Ofcfc Hen* Worm yard, tort an aga to beat ff! States Casnos 
Boy ffftmtoftaff In June and the sfft ground wes probably the reason tortas Sandown 

flop. He can knpiovaand being a son of Ceerieon w* Hlways do bettor on ihto tostar sir- 
toca. Prince Alex won on Ns first handcapattenpL over thto trfo at ftawmarirat He dd 

hang to the right whan beating Kenpsato and I would fust be worried abort thto Castor < 
gromd. Pentwe From Heaven has Btf 7b attar bertng modeff Duels ff Bath whle the 
nwktai Snow Pertridga to triad «i htokn attar baking stow ff Ungfiekl SeffUe Swing, 
a dirt wfoner ff Whdsff (tfo 8rat ta John Gosdsn) promises to etsv dtafongwinb 

Staacrion: R3YAL CASTLE 

fe QC WATSON AND PHIUP CLAIMING HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
3,00 1 (DIV II) £4^00 added 1m Penafty Value £4,143 

1 0048C STH»0NDeGAS(I4PBgffPSfto^Mfeifreal»a)(IV49®._ItFlwirt«1l 

2 0545-0 BBZAQ (100) fG Hpafl R Snpecn 4 9 9 UG tapm ll 

3 640660 INMOSa( 13) p)fNtamAtotanfa)SDow4B7 -TQrteia 

4 020500 SCAmfflt^Y(1^WWgda«Btt)Aaite4B0 TfanetMtoBd 

B 44B40 lOMG WIWOT(2e)(D)(LndlirtlrfldDn)L3foHjrtingioiB93 CCog»(7)15 

6 BW30 RAW1(27)p»iSlWBBon)GayKetartf4 91. 

7 0OMO KARAO«^ZO)(to*JaartROa*»791 —.GtMIB 

B 02800 UACOAIEStH9PNLadB)PHedB«<BO SDramwlO 

9 555440 GRESAIRE (B) (ERKatfenadel C Dwyer 3B0 K Differ 20 Y 

V 32500 LA CHATELAINE (22) (MNa0aerU?ta(9GUMto96O JWBktay 12 

11 00050 DE0*E(44)81)(D1«TW)OBentaadBBB 

« 220000 FANCY DESIGN (32) (Ms VU htanKJ P lAtheMB B AtowBCeofcRW 

fl 0000 SQUTHBWAlMDnCW(CI3)|Ba4NBr>rartfa^WMffOB78tl-JBItataial9 

H 506000 VHYET JONS (IS) (Ms J CtetesOx*^ G Chates-fonas 4 8 10 SVR*KM»i4 

fi 30050 RAONGTHH5RAPH (7) (CBIWtatO C Alen7B C Nwtki Dwyer 21 B 

a 004000 JUBU^ SCHOLAR W (MV J^reat*i)GLMcXM 48 B JQuton17 

17 U3B4 NNGTlffiCHIEF(8) (GA&rrmoo) MUriBr587...„ ^GHmnQa(7)1B 

« 536000 IEXAIE(51)(Ai*aiy**iri*Hd»586 A«fcGtoaa7V 

8 353000 PHKMBT7iEBWW)9faffCBcififfTEaetoty4B5 LOffmoi*2 

20 000060 GBDRDKlAD(18(MtePto»ffaWBrtWJBOTfft3B4 .TSpatal 

21 00800 TREVOR fffTCHELL (IB) 8fceJfcSe6)JaiK|Br3B3 PDm(7)9 

22 80030 PRMCEZ&8I pi) (Jrtn Rroeft R Spear 4 82 RNrtanRS 

-22rtocto>ad- 

BETTOG6 7^ Stop On Degai, 9-1 Kbig Pffiff. 1« Raff, 7-1 Mng^ The CNff, B-1 la CtaMMna. 
12-1 (toeing fatograph 14-1 rtmoea, Kwadd, Prime Paring Scffhabuiy, 19-1 Bata*. Damm. 
20-1 Fancy Daffgn, 25-1 odwn 
1896: see dheon one 

FORM GUIDE 

Briiyram winner (7t) Step Oo Degas gotthe mBa hare tost tone when ca^ya on the taa 
by tna Frertbe Dattcri-riddan Gold Lanea She has a leadng chance r this poor raw 
but the weBrtaam Jutritoe Scholar, who was beaten six lenffha when “J*"®’ ® 

On Degas ff Brighton, nrmr enfr^B e ffto ffff Scffhetowyo fffndlraiWfft logo dMA 

bus RING THE CHIEF, twice a winner tar today* appnwwai-J 6 9°°® 

tour* to (tack The Barney * Sendwrn over e ttto (*n 2f) ^wdetoofartof^.^^ 


CHESTER 


| . HYPERION 

i 220 Aboo Horn 250 Pure NotJtey ^20 Khfittsff^tJ) 

3J5Q ASioeaam 4JM KawraW 4^S U-No Harry 

OOMG: Good! STALLS: task*. DRAW ADVANTAGE: Loot best 

lnvAPMtSSION;Cou^B»^ure£f6;Tfftaraa»iEftt)eB8and 

SflSwtOTWA^BS: J Beny -- 8 wtaTOT frra n W mnnera 
ffvee a miT ffT*** ratfo ff 134%; HSnra 18 from 77 (208%); H 
(®9%|; 8 Wa 12 from 80 (19%)^ 
ta LEADING JOCKEYS: K FMfoo ^ wria fromjfg^itaM • 

MO a n7%; J Fortune it from 72 (S3%). M Has tJ 
town (13%) : R CwSKanaTfromagcvi^q 

USSSSSESSSBUmm 

»«= <W— «n. 

Bevwfoy on Wartaeadffr; Coffhwaffon (4 20) won ff t* 
U3HOJMSTANCE RUiemS: 16 horaea ham bean s« « meas 

imm NewtTtorim &rita*c 

r o M l CARDEN MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
Z.ZPj £5,500 added 1m 5f 89yds 

sag aagBBKteg^^ 


PE RTH 

HYPERION 

2.10 Four From Home 2A0 Ltatathen 3.10 Eu- 
rotwlst 3.40 Vintage TMtdngor 4.10 John* The 

Boy 4.45 Tented - 

55kg: craw CPU (Sood to Ftan to pta«): Hwdto 

a w ki Scene Patara Pari^ 4 m N ff an A83. Parth 

gsaaasia^-'saagg-r 

lZ~c**onK£BBa tarioo!40«»: M Ita iaa cnd23frran tai {2 33%*. 

SSasBaaKsasaass 

last SEVEN DWS: Nona _ 

dato, Ctovetom - • 


j -i ssg'.sss^rs: 

5 0540 ABO0M0ffeS1)AStewn38C KRctartaJ 

0 M4 MOtaGHT toAICH (USA) (21) HCcd3B6 JMei 

7 333240 SPY KNOU. (21) N Staff SB'S DHafftaB 

9 2 AB0UKA (HTJ p3) S(tot6Mril367 Jfoitm? 

-SdNtoaad- 

BETTBJG: 9-4 IBttaffa Ytach, 1V4 Spy KrtaL 3-1 Spartan HeartbaaL 
5-1 Aboo Hors, J4-1 Aaoflna, 20-1 Atayac S3-1 od»r* 

pS-eKl MARFOWD MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 

£5.000 added 2VO 7f 

1 0 CHBW«BAIID(UaA)(1«0Nb9O 

2 3666 0A80BS(13) WIAir90 HBrtartoS 

3 FREEDOM GUEST SrUPrasocttBO BSmdmB 


9) GEMJStQ) PCtff90 

5 66 PWNCEAS»BGH(49)PHfftanB0 

B 0 PUREN0BUTY|BB7tai9O DHotaed7 

7 O TTCMAGBTWUE(1^Ufltoff»d90 ROa dn! 

8 CD aBAMAGK(49)CDwyarB9 KRrt»3 

0 5345 RBHARDIA (26) P Bora B 9- JFEBtaB 

B6nWte4-1 tawratae Bmd. 8-1 Da Boas. 6-1 m ada m ttwff nw ra rrlh, 
7-1 Pure NofrOfa; Tfra ItogtoOffa, «.l Gwilra, W ctfrara 

OfVl DEVA NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS D) 

gfi.000 added 2YO 7f 

1 0230 WLAOAWA(1^EDwfcp97 KF4ta12 

2 3832 BOULEUAi8)ROUGE(Z7) U Jdretai97 DHaBffri9 

3 0054 OWWFd3»WRHem96 Rm> * 

4 222142 D04OLTOO4I JQ P3 (D) PBwn*96 .FEganlOV 

5 026932 ro8m»£«t<B)BtaiWnnfl4 MRatarer4 


SrUhesoottBO— 

eso 

1 (4$ P Hasten 90. 


0 550h3 JffBORHUFPWmJ Barry 93 CliwffwrB# 

7 33B40 ROBSiA(16)CAtai91 ROoduaaalS 

8 230K3 ilCHAUJNGWflJJMaeMrSO Hrtdl 

9 00500 SHANNONS SECRET (TlJSItoahan 8 tt. — HTfrUafflB 

■O 654004 BURNT WTB (N pF) M W Esaert^, 811 Itaffil 

fl 350 |KWTAI»<USA)(»)POff8» J Fortune 2 

fi 430 THAHICSKEnH(117) JJOrtiBt) .TWBBsmallB 

a 003404 SWGFOBNEpO) RHcBnsheadBO NCaffato7 

M 5W AWWIAW(27)CDw)ar7X> JRrato<7)14 

-14dactorsd- 

MMaaan wdglc 7 k 10ta True lanrfcep wefBt* **« Lady W 9ft. 
BETTING: 6-1 KhtotoB) 7-1 Boutawd Rooga. Paaifrw Afo 8-1 Bffada- 
n. DanaUcB Ja todnlow. Mofflne, 18-1 attwre 


rysn l ballathie house hotel novice 

^■ IU 1 HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,500 3m 110yds 

1 59082 fUUHFWWHOiepdJJONfllSOn ARKta 

2 00065- WOOOHOUSE LANE (119) NQwrbatari 5 B«_B Storey 

3 0044- UYiMf0UM^Bi(1B0) UsSBnduiB5t)5 

— . - - - Mr M D,ril.ua(0 

4 203- ANKA’SG&irtSS) Urs5Bwtama4 HZ II Fewer 

5 1flUf(F8GUadl41)2 ADOttff 

-Sdadarad- 

BErnNto 18-11 TM« 3-1 My MavDomam, 94 her Rn Heaa, 152 
Affta’a Gam, lb-1 WBOdsMaa Lara 

to Jon ] GLENGOYNE MALT WHISKY NOVICE 
I CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 2m 4f IIQydS 

1 am-1 UNUtTtBt(H1)l c U)ltaHIteeby7Tl2 PMm 

2 CP083 JKUNTYGBeM.(NC(tetar61>« RSojta* 

3 0635=5- JONKEM (123) (D) 14a E Stock 7 O tt KJehaaon 

4 0665R- KINGS IW5TRM. (123) (EfrD laafo 7 foil J Borin 

5 fo)04- MAYBE OTGRADV (296) WCUrtngm 91)13 NSnM 

0 04408 ISJSK28t/IZ(f77] UsDVWBaaOltO. TDearf 

7 4036- PBnuVOBFQERnSKCDBflJHJlWWBUlO—- 

0 (KSPP- BSBlGUYfM^JBaffey5taB-. -ATbww 

9 54835 HDI«EYyiBICH(»(DBT)»taJG«*«b*asS-8ta», 

D ma 0NG0LD9iP0MJ(lB)HN««i:e9 Rttatet 

-lOdactaad- 

BETTWG: 84 tMffwa. 84 PMtonda Am; 8-1 JMaay Gaawff, 181 
Mcntay «te*fc W Mtabe trftadft Crttoe Pteiri, in com 


rS“Srj WEATHERBYS IT HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£6.000 added 2m 

1 «6V4 BEAUMONT (30) (CO) JBwta? 96 RCodaane4 

2 -ttao TURNP0t£{l<)ltaMRertky8gG ACaBoeaS 

3 32B11 CAItaASPE(7) JRtzGeifff 5911 (fra) * (Mon 11 

4 10491 F0RGEpi)PCaher499 NDay3 

5 2500EB ETTSBYPARK B W (4 Jdretat499 DKoffnOS 

0 30380 GBBtTMWTXJHpMCTPVrtonBBB JFortaWB 

7 32606 REX *Kfrn (8) (CO) P Evens 5 95 IFEgm7 

8 00031 ALH0BAAH(14)WRlfom395 RM85 

9 602BC TOPPM'JRaffawSBI} NJfotartolO 

a OtHM- ICW BM (J22T) S Gctags B B 1 TWHanml 

11 2BD05- DRAHAKMft (296) BUnalyn 57 1) JBnanhas 

-lldactaed- 

Mffan aelghe 7W lOfc Hue hanrinp Draow Xho 7to 2D 

BETTING: 82 Forgto, H Ationam, 11-2 Catopaapa, 81 awrty Part. 
tb^Tlerajote, 7-1 BreaMA tap, 181 ethos 


I^ T n l BANK OF SCOTLAND CLAIMING HUB- 
°— U l DLE (CLASS F) £3^00 2m 110yds 

1 0032-1 £DENtMNCSI(27](CO)itSMflwrtrS1f8- PNKffl 

2 53038 ELBIOTWBT (P1W) (R) G A Hatter S H 2 -FLartfp) 

3 PP1PP- PATTY COURT (142) JHJDhacn 6 «B Alff gnta 

4 505)0 XffPerrp7J (0|Nl4Mcn5«7 ROM 

5 CO- TtffUP (147) M BanWB4 05 XTbenaen 

BETTMG: 4-7 &fca Obkm; 84 EarataiaL 181 fltoey Court. 181 tatprtft 
28-ltapcp 

[ Q ~ x nl LOTHIAN PUIMBMG AMATEURS If CAP 
HTHE (CLASS F) £4^00 2m 4* 110yds 

1 33034- MTMWC(US)(C) WQmffren5eO.— MrSDindt(r) 

2 SS5P- CHEATB)(UqjHJohnaaiBl14 MrCBonMr(R B 

3 8161 VWWfiETWnilGBt(2%fCD)JGoKlB5t)11 

taOlfcPM(7) 

4 B8683 NMDI8K LSG8KI DN4 Mrs D Thomson 5 130 

: Utoa P Hotacn (5) 

5 -B3PS4 anCHACXpR09JSHretSSO MrJ Oumwh lp? 

MMbhk IOC hue mgtff to** Legend (ff 9^ atacodl Ba Tit 
KT7WG: 54 VMega takttoRff 81 ttaaffw; 82 Iffteta; 81 Nonffk 


1 A -«n I ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAF© HANDICAP 
IZLLrJ CHASE (CLASS F) £6^100 added 3m 

1 23/RJZ JOHNS 7« BOY p$ (CD) Nifraen tm O ROM 

2 PBt-Z MJW«'(1B)(0(D)MBames71l 11 AUnrton 

3 3-24P1 RUSTY BLADE pB) (CO) PltateKh 611 4 R Johnson B 

4 2UUB44 WALLS COURT (2qj8dfft 069 JIIUorayB 

5 POOPS HH SLOAN to) J Gctta 7 1) Q ta O McPM (7) 

-Edadand- 

AMnwra^At too. True hartcap wg&Z Afr S/oan Ost tS h 
KTTMG: 154 (taffy Btada. 84 Join Tha Boy; 11-4 M|*y, 81 VMto 
Court 20-1 lirSfoan. 


\ A 4c BOOK NOW NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3^00 added 2m IIDyds 

1 1 1SlMD(USA)(27)P)>taMltoWtoy4in PNhwi 

2 08P6 CMJUSR(19)Utam4«B _XHwrWaa 

3 WPDCOOtmXUSCFBS)OHoUn*VB NSrppfo 

4 SAMMBAR(F96)JHJtfrS7i41>B AMagfon 

5 PPty FBtER I LDI1IGSp44) UtaDThcmeonSfoS LOrttaa 

B 3 toV5nc™ES(2T)BJffefrwW4»3 ..JEKny 

7 ORto- SOUNDS DEVIOtS (2S4) AVM9G4113 ADOttff 

-7derfffed~ 

BETTWG:3-5tarttaLS41lya&cTto)ee,lV2SaodttK281CaffkBi;33- 
1 Lort Conwitoa^ Soiaak Dsvlots, 481 Flaw Feeing* 


\Aod\ HESWALL STAKES (CLASS C) £8,000 
added 2YO 7* 122yds 

1 On CONFSIUCnOH (5) SVMPreea*l95 SBeedwaa 

2 4M GOLDBNMCE(I)SA)(t4 Q HOkI 90 KFaBonl 

3 1 HUtMUll (Z7) p) AStBueriSO AMI 

4 4043 KA9IAFB-C16) PVMwyn B9 RCOctwwwC 

-4dKtared- 

BETTING: 94 Mffaaant 8« GoMan Dtaa. KtoreS. 7-2 CoffhaaOce 

[Tm| TARPORLEY HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 5f 

1 42H60 LADY 9B9FFto)0^M WEararfry BOO -SBandanSB 

2 02320 SHAK> PEARL (11) (1? PRY*tixr49'0 J Fortune 10 B 

3 000320 StXflRECORRlECB) (D) DOeprnn 59 6 — ADN*w 11 

4 022603 THATUANAGAM(a(D)SC1M8nB59eJ)HDBnd4V 

5 WHO TDPOF7HEFORMpEi)(D)RFNwy39e_flWhs»ofr)B 

6 003060 SWTN0{8J(D)P&ra»391 JFEgrelZ 

7 1M300 CAUTION (24 (C)S Gdk&aSV. KFMcnl 

8 van ftolAreGAIE JACK (1^(I)JBeTy6 BUTE ftarenWSB 

9 <0030 SNANKr«HAU£Y[n3(CO)nMey566.RCafrnra3 

V 326004 GILAlfGH &)(□) HHreff 4 85 F Norton 2 

I! 006038 PHPCay SOIPC (1g (C 0) J Benin 4 B 4D Sw aana y CT P 

6 003000 UNGHAMlYptolCO) RHoSrtaad4 7U NCwlato7 

O 004000 POUYGOUWTiytt2)(D)MBHffrad476 

DriaGlmtBB 

-ISdaotaad- 

BEmNG: 82 Thto ton Ageta, 81 (totocagtoa Jack. 7-i Sharp Paart, M 
L«dy Sborfft (9 La HJgh, 181 tap Of TTm Fran, Cafftaft 181 ffhera 


RUG BY LEAGUE 

Broadbent 
called up by 
Great Britain 

Paul Broadbent and two of his 
Sheffield Eagles team-mates 
have been given a consolation 
prize following ihc-ir elimination 
from the Premiership by befog ‘ 
added to Great Britain’s squad , t 
to face Australia in November. 

Broadbent played in all five 
"tests on the South Pacific tour 
last year and wffl be favourite for 
one of the prop positions against 
the Aussies. He is joined in the 
squad by the threequarters 
Keith Senior -who also toured 
last year - and Nick Pinkney. % 

The Castleford prop Dean • 
Sampson has also been 
included despite missing the end 
of the season because of an 
ankle injury. Their foil-back 
Jason Flowers has also been 
caDed up after an outstanding 
gpme in their Premiership semi- - 
final defeat at St Helens. 

Huddersfield’s former Great 
Bri tain captain Garry Schofield 
is out of the Divisional Prem- 
: iership final which will open the 
: day’s events at Old teafford this 
: Sunday. Schofield tore a ham- 
' suing in the semi-final victory 
: at Keighley. 

The First Division's second 
leading try-scorer, Dean - 
Hanger, suffered a similar injury 
on Sunday and could also miss 
the match, while a third 
Huddersfield player, Nick Foz- 
zani, broke his nose and is also 

rated a less than 50-50 chance. 

The amateur and profes- 
sional wings of the game are 
poised .to set up a joint policy 
board - foe closest approach yet 
to a merged governing body - to 
end years of acrimony. A meet- 
ing of the Rugby League and 
Bari a, the amateur authority, 
has agreed the structure of the 
joint board and an announce- 
ment is planned for next month. . 

Bob Scott the general man- 
ager of the First and Second Di- 
vision Clubs’ Association. : 
dismissed speculation yesterday 
that non-Super League dubs ' 
had been in discussions with the 
ARL about the formation of a : 
£35m winter league. 

The ARL has invited Aus- 
tralian Super League dubs to 
join a new company to run the 
game “down under." The move 
follows the breakdown in 
merger talks with News Ltd, 
backers of Super League in Aus- 
tralia and Europe, and de- 
creases the chances of reverting , 
to one competition next year. 

- Dove Hodfiekj 


EQU ESTRIAN ISM 

Classy choice 
for Whitakers 

ten horses have travelled to 
London from John Whitaker's 
West Yorkshire yard in time for 
today’s opening of The Horse 
of the Year Show at Wembley 
Arena. Three of them - Virtu- 
al Village Grannusch, Randi 
and Heyman - will be ridden by 
Whitaker himself. The others 
will be shared between his 
daughter, Louise, his son, 
Robert, and his 19-year-old sta- 
ble jockey, Paul Barker. 

Louise, who is 17, is the cur- 
rent holder of the national 
women’s title, which she won 
this year. She was the victor of 
two classes (the Under-21 and 
Under- IS Championships) at 
Wembley last year and this 
week has the opportunity to ride 
Cowboy Magic Gammon in 
three international classes. 

Barker is also among the 10 
young riders who have been giv- 
en three chances of taking on 
the international contestants 
at Wembley. He will be part- 
nering Bany Bug, with whom he ; 
had foe best British score of the 
winning Nations Cup team in 
Bratislava, incurring just 0.25 of 
a time fault in his two rounds. 

last year, Bany Bog was one 
of the horses who helped John 
Whitaker to a Saturday treble 
at The Horse of the Year Show 
- Genevieve Murphy 
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GOLF: COUNTDOWN TO THE RYDER CUP 



Tiger Wbods drives at the ilth at Valderrama yesterday, watched by his American team-mates (left to right) Lee Janzen, Scott Hoch and Mark O’Meara Photograph: David Ashdown 

Danger: Tigertime zone straight ahead 


In Tiger Woods the American 
team possesses the hottest 
property in goU Woods is 
making his debut in the Ryder 
Cup, but, as his amateur 
career showed, the head-to- 
head version of the game 
perfectly suits his aggressive 
style and flair for the 
dramatic. 


Few people in sport, let atone golf, have 
the ability to make something out of 
nothing quite like Seve Ballesteros. Five 
major titles, five World Match Hay 
crowns and a distinguished Ityder Cup 
career atest to that Among jewels was 
his 1983 encounter with Arnold Palmer 
at Wentworth. One down and in trou- 
ble at the last, Ballesteros pitched in 
from 50 yards off the green to force a 
play-off, which, naturally, he won. 

As non-playing captain, Balles- 
teros will not be able to conjure such 
magic at Valderrama this week. But in 
Tiger Woods, the American team 
have someone who certainly can. 

His aggressive style can be even 
more devastating in matchplay than 
usual, with an errant shot only costing 
one hole rather than the double, triple 
and quadruple bogeys that have be- 
smirched his scorecards in the majors 
since his stunning US Masters victo- 
ry. So much has happened to golf, as 
well as to the 21 -year-old phenomenon 
in the last year, that ft hardly seems pos- 


sible that on 25 August, 1996, Woods 
was still an amateur golfer. 

That was the day Woods won his 
third US Amateur Championship. A 
few hours later, guided as ever by his 
father Earl. Woods signed his first con- 
tracts with Mark McCormack's In- 
ternational Management Croup and 
then with Nike: the latter for the lit- 
tle matter of $40m (£25m). 

Woods, two years into a degree at 
Stanford University, had faced in- 
tense scrutiny about his future plans, 
but everything was on hold pending an 
attempt to become the first player to 
win three US Amateurs in a row at 
Pumpkin Ridge, near Portland, Ore- 
gon. Phil Knight, the CEO of Nike 
whose headquarters are only 20 min- 
utes away, was a conspicuous member 
of Woods’ gallery all week. 

% the day of the 36-hole final, 
against the ‘Florida student Steve 
Scott, that gallery was greater than 
many US Amateurs have attracted for 
an entire week. NBC decided to show 
the final live on network television and 
its coverage attracted over double 
the audience of the World Series, 
where Phil Mickelson played Greg 
Norman. Players in the locker-room 
there, and at the Greater Vancouver 
Open, were tuned into Tigertime. 

What made the event essential view- 
ing was not the occasion's wider signif- 
icance, but what Woods actually did. In 
rallying from being five down after 11 
holes, and from two dawn with three to 
play. Woods once more confirmed his 
pedigree as a true champion. 


Such amateur dramatics were rou- 
tine for Woods as he won six USGA 
national titles in a row. From 1991 to 
*93 he won three US Junior Amateurs, 
the third by achieving birdies at the last 
two holes to square the match, getting 
up. and down from a bunker at the 18th. 
and then winning at the first extra bole. 

When he became, at 18, the youngest 
winner of the US Amateur in history. 
Woods was six down to Trip Kuehne af- 
ter 13 boles in the final Kuehne had 
made birdies at seven of those holes on 
the Sawgrass course which annually 
stages The Players' Championship, but 
could not keep up his superb golf. 


BY ANDY 
FARRELL 


After lunch, Woods won three 
holes in a row to be one down with sev- 
en to play, but at the 32nd and 33rd 
he drove into the trees and scrambled 
brilliantly for two halves in par. At the 
34th, he got up and down from 60 yards 
for a birdie four to draw level and, at 
the next, Sawgrass s treacherous par- 
three to an island green, his tee shot 
spun back off the back fringe to 14 feet 
Naturally, he holed the putt and a par 
at the last confirmed the best come- 
back in the history of the event. 

A year later, at Newport Rhode Is- 
land, Woods was down three holes ear- 


fy on against Buddy Marucd, but holed 
a curling 20-fboter to go two up at the 
33rd. He needed the cushion for he lost 
the nest, but, at the last. Woods hit his 
eight-iron direedy over the flag. The ball 
landed 15 feet past the hole and spun 
back stiff. Bye, bye. Buddy. 

SotoPimpkmRk^.\\foodshitonly 
three fairways and four greens on the 
front nine against Scott His estimated 
morning round was a 76. Woods missed 
the green at the first hole of the after- 
noon, but that was the last he missed. 
After birdies at the 21st and 22nd, he 
won the 24th and the 27th to get back 
to one down. But Scott dipped in to 
win the next and, after a roller-coaster 
ride, went back to two up at the 32nd. 

At the 34th, Woods had a six-foot 
putt for a birdie, but Scott had to remind 
him to replace his marker after Woods 
had moved ft away from his opponent's 
liner Without Scotfs act of generosity. 
Woods would have been penalised the 
hole and lost the mat*. Of course,. 
Woods holed the putt to go oiie down. 

Now the atmosphere was wild, and 
it got even more so wheat Woods 
holed a 30-foot downhill birdie putt at 
the nexL The fist-pumping celebration 
that followed has become his trade- 
mark. The last hole of regulation and 
the first of the play-off were halved, be- 
fore a par at the 38th, Scott having 
lipped out, gave Woods victory. Scott 
offered his bond in congratulation, but 
Woods was buried in embraces by his 
mother, father and entourage. 

By winning 20 and losing only .two of 
his matches in five US Amateurs, 


Woods' record is the best of all time, 
beating even Bobby Jpnes (W43, L8) 
and Jack Nkklaus (W24, L5). In all 
USGA matchplay events, Woods lost 
only three times. 

In his only experience of team 
matchplay events, at the 1995 Walker 
Cup which America lost at Royal 
PortbcawL, Woods showed that hitting 
the ball 100 yards past his opponent 
could not guarantee victory as he lost 
to Gary Walstenhohne on the first day. 
Overall, his record for the week was 
a less than Inspired won two, lost two. 

“That was a tittle different level to 
which he will experience now,” Mark 
O'Meara said of Woods' amateur suc- 
cess. “His intimidation factor was 
quite a bit higher in amateur golf than 
It is in professional golf.* Woods’ 
game has developed too, though, and 
his flan for thedraraacic will prove dan- 
Mgerbus as be makes^rfs Jtyder Cup de* 11 ; 
biiL “He loves the challenge^ he’s- 
young, he’s hungry and he is a com- 
petitor,'’ added O’Meara. 

“I have always preferred matchplay 
over medal play,” Woods said after his 
first official practice round as a Ryder 
Cup player yesterday. “It’s one-on-one 
and you don’t get the chance to do that 
very often. 

“There is more emotion involved. 
You can ride the wave of momentum, 
or get stomped on. I think ft is great. 

It takes more' courage to play match- 
play than strokeplay. In strokeplay it 
is all down to the last nine holes cm 
Sunday. In matchplay, ft starts on the 
first tee." 



KEN JONES 
AT THE 
RYDER CUP 


A sporting event 
for those who are 
able to afford it 


Only people who have 
. been living in a cave 
without news delivery 
can have foiled to notice 
the attention being paid 
presently to a golf mat* 
in . southern- Spain 
between millionaires 
representing the United 

States and Europe. . 

If the Ryder Cup 
does not command a 
great deal of interest 
outride the white-collar, 
middle class golfing 
community in pur for- 
mer transatlantic colony, .... 

it has grown into a sports. 

event beyond anything that could have .been imagined by the 
- Hertfor dshir e seed merchant who put the idea forward. 

Wfe are not only talking here about an explosion of com- 
mercial activity but farther proof that the best travelled sports 
fans are British. Apart from those who trek regularly across 
Europe with their football teams, there is never a shortage 
of support in the furthest flung cricket and rugby locations. 
So many British racegoers turn up annually for the Arc dc 
THomphe at Lodgchamp that Parisians arc naw.inclined to 
give it a miss. Also, ft doesn’t require the presence of one of 
our own in the rin g for British fight fans to show up for champ- 
ionship contests in Las Vegas and Atlantic City. 

Whndering around Valderrama's lush contours, the lan- 
guage you are most likely to hear is English. A conscrvalive 
estimate is that Spaniards will be butn umbered by 5-1 in the 
audience of 25,000. In view of the fact that there are only 
11(X000 registered Spanish golfers in a population of around 
44m and that golf here centres on tourism, this is hardly sur- 
prising Nevertheless, and allowing for the number of British 
expatriates resident in the area, ft emphasises what the Ryder 
Cup has become for people who can afford ft. 

Over the past 25 years ft has grown and grown. In 1975, on 
the way to watch Muhammad Ali take on Joe Frazier in Manila. 

1 stopped off to take in the Ryder Cop (before the European 
format was adopted) at Laurel Wley near Pittsburgh. 

The first day there I was driven to the course by an avid 
golfer who had taken a week’s leave from schoolteaching 
to assist with the arrangements. “What is this Ryder Cup?" 
he asked. Expressing a view still shared by the majority of 
hiscompatpots, he added “I don’t think there can be much 
in all this if there isn’t any money at stake." 

It was the Ryder Cup in wbich Brian Barnes twice de- 
feated Jack Niddaus (otherwise it was a familiar story; Amer- 
ica defeating Great Britain and Ireland by 21-11) but even . 
that did riot greatly excite American hacks. Insularity 
comes into this bur Pittsburgh’s leading newspaper at the 
time. The Post Gazette* covered the match in 12 paragraphs. 

■ As recently as 1987, when TbayJaddin’s team of Europeans 
defeated the USatMrrfrfiekiViHage, theTeactiuirof-rrlOst 'Amer- 
icaris was “What is the Ryder Gup and why did we lose it?" 
The New York Tones’ interest was confined to a reference in 
the sports round-up just above results in cycling and yachting. 

In 1985 reporters were not present in .enough , numbers 
to constitute an unlawful assembly. In Valderrama more than 
500 media representatives work in a tent large to accom- 
modate a medium-sized airliner. 

The day after Europe’s remarkable victory at Oak Hill 
two years ago I took a train from Rochester to Albany in 
the company of passengers who had travelled overnight from 
Chicago. On being informed of the result, they expressed 
tittle if any interest A subsequent telephone call to 
Rochester confirmed that it was still awash with the cele- 
brations of British supporters. Fly thefiag and you are sure 
to find them. If it’s not the Barmy Army, it’s the monied class 
that has descended in droves on Valderrama. 


COMPLETE FIRST-CLASS AVERAGES FOR THE 1997 CRICKET SEASON 
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...Be m 
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—98 1894 
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....J56 H27 
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63 24.80 
65 23.OQ 
62 2BM 
52 2343S 
30 25Jtt 
54 25JM 
44 2GjD9 
26 2030 
65 26.34 
58 26^9 
44 2640 
Bl 2&S1 


'43 26.72 
87 Z7.01 

48 Z7.06 

53 2734 

49 27.36 

62 27^8 
87 27.68 

50 28.14 
31 2022 
48 20J37 

54 28JO 
50 2050 

26 2&53 
31 28.70 

38 28.71 
28 2898 

23 2030 
33 2939 
48 29.70 

24 29.79 

25 2948 
41 30.14 
56 30.50 

63 30^1 
48 3084 

37 3dS4 

40 3095 
47 31.08 

30 31Jfr 

31 31^5 
23 32.13 

39 3021 

38 3223 
20 32.55 
23 32.73 
43 32J3 

28 30» 

27 3133 
27 33.59 

31 3344 
27 33.96 

41 34.00 

23 34.00 

30 3A33 

24 3A25 

32 3050 
37 34LS4 

37 35.18 

31 35J29 
2B: 36.03 
30 3&36 
35 37^0 
30,37.83 

29 3733 

30 3830 

38 3839 
23 3931 
37 40,00 
20 4025 
23 4033 • 

33 4233 

20 4332 

21 44.04 
35 48.40 
27 49.11 ' 

22 5132 

34 5333 


0 563 

1 8-11 
1 8-19 
0 545 
0 7-36 
0 550 
0 584 

0 4-53 

1 6-55 
1 7-93 
0 554 
0 565 
0 5r34 

3 0 556 
5 2 7-64 
0 4-44 

0 52* 

1 56T 

0 5-33 

1 5-58 
.0 6-70 
0 348 

0 540 

1 7-87 
0 *-26 
0 556 
0 589 
0 581 
0 4-39 

□ 548 

□ 542 
0 578 
0 4-32 
0 562 

0 531 

1 7-43 
1 7-h 
0 5-9T 
0 


0 577 
0 519 
0 593 
0 587 
0 7-56 

0 4-54 

0 4-SO 
0 5B 
0 577 
.0 5-59 
0 4-80 
0 589 

0 4-55 

1 6-79 
1 7>73 
0 4-54 
0 4-58 
0 568 
0 4-26 
a 5n 
0 552 
0 580 
0 - 4-53 
0 544 

0 509 
0 572 
a *-64 
0 4-47 

0 556 
0 462 
0 6-54 
a 535 
0 4432 
0 5 13 
0 568 
.0 3-21 
0 3-88 
0 511 
0 4-38 
0 4.17 
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FO O TBALL; F A CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

Armstong erases 
painful memories 


Phil Show 

Bolton Wanderers — 
Tottenham Hotspur _ 


The Reebok Stadium finally 
'saw its first goal last night, Alan 
^Thompson’s early penalty giving 
Bolton hope of gaining their in- 
augural victoiyherc. But the hi- 
tedi venue also witnessed an old 
1 fashioned game of two halves, 
and Chris Armstrong's first goal 
for 10 months rewarded Tot- 
i .. ten ham for a surprisingly spir- 
1 | ited display after the break. 
Spurs arrived with a score to 
settle, mainly the 6-1 embar- 
rassment Bolton inflicted on 
them at Bumden Park in the 
Coca-Cola Cup last November. 
Lacking four injured interna- 
tionals, as well as David How- 
ells, they spent most of the first 
half on the back foot 

Nathan Blake, showing no 
signs of being inhibited ty his dis- 
-■ missal a gainst Manchester Unit- 
ed, was first to put Ian Whlker 
under pressure. A diving save by 
the foot of the post kept Spurs 


alive, before the woodwork itself 
denied Thompson, whose 25- 
yard drive shook the underside 
of the bar before befog cleared. 

Bolton supporters’ suspi- 
cions that their new home might 
be jinxed were eve mi tally laid 
to rest midway through the 
first halt After exactly 200 min- 
utes action at the ground, Pe- 
ter Beardsley and Blake worked 

a one-two which sent the latter 
surging through the centre. 

Blake had reached the six- 
yard area when Justin Edin- 
bingh tackled him from behind. 
The left-back, sent off at Arse- 
nal earlier this month, was re- 
lieved when Mr Rennie reached . 
for the yellow card rather than 
the red. Thompson, burying the 
spot-kick to ^hiker’s left as the 
keeper went right, exacted a 
punishment of no less severity. 

"Wfalker then used his legs to 
block from Scott Sellars before 
Spurs, overloaded with de- 
fenders and jinking wingers, fi- 
nally stirred Kevin Branagan 
from his spectator's role on half- 
time. 

David Ginola hit the side 


netting after a weaving run, but 
the effort underlined the pre- 
carious nature of Bolton’s lead. 

Tbe introduction of Arm- 
strong at last encouraged the 
visitors tp mount more than the 
occasional attack, and it was 
against the run of play when 
Bolton threatened again. 
Beardsley dispossessed the pre- 
viously im pe r iou s Sol Campbell 
to set up Blake, who blud- 
geoned the ball inches wide. 

When the infuriatingly mer- 
curial Ginola wasted a rare 
Spurs corner,. Ramon Vega 
made his displeasure known, as 
did Gerry Francis’ No 2, Roger 
Cross. 

The home crowd’s jeers 
proved premature: with 18 min- 
utes remaining, the French- 
man crossed ftw - Armstrong to 
head in and ease the memory 
of a year of injury problems. ■ 

Man WMm ft-WJ; Brwnagan: I 
m Fteh Ttagart WWfcw; Poke*!**! 
Thcrroscr^ seflaflc Bafe& B 
tdnadtitn± Jchvmn,' 

Gurtaupascn, Mfenl ((ft 
Tottenham Hotspur J4-4-2): Writer: Cmr. 
CamcfeeL iwfcutt. Edrtxjrtoi (Vopa. M); 
Ftsc, £***vfiad MUteri 87fCfarneraa ffl- 
ndo: Dentomra, Mahem MiniibQna Mia*, 
attutee noFined: Wtocn. Banlsen (flip. 
IMnK U Henrle (Sheffield) 


Wimbledon on the way up 


Mike Rowbottom 

Wimbledon 4 

Bolton Wanderers ....... ( 


Joe Kinnear, who saw his 
Wimbledon side beaten here by 
their landlords Ciystal fttlace on 
Saturday, asked only one thing 
. of his side last night - that they 
'-‘concentrate for 90 minutes. 

They could not manage that, 
allowing Barnsley a sloppy first- 
half goal but their second-half 
recovery, set in motion by an 
equaliser from their rangy 20- 
year-old tyro Carl Cbrt, augured 
well for their upward mobility 
in the near future. 

Wimbledon had left the field 
at half-time to the sound of boo- 
ing and chants of “What a 
Load of Rubbish". They could 


hardly argue. The opening 45 
minutes offered virtually noth- 
ing of worth, save for a moment 

of derisive action wbicb brought 
the visitors their lead after 41 
minutes. Darren Barnard 
swung a free-kick to the far post 
where Eric Tinkler sent a 
glancing header high over Neil 
Sullivan. ' 

Kinnear was bellowing at his 
players from die touchline as the 
second half started and after just 
four minutes they indicated 
they were heeding his words. 

From Kimble’s comer Rob- 
bie Earle managed to make a 
contact which forced Barnsley's 
keeper, David W&tson, to block 
with his feet. The ball ran loose 
and Cort took the opportunity 
to score’ his -fourth goal in as 
many matches since making bis 
full debut 10 days ago. 


After 64 minutes Earle 
added his name to the score- 
sheet, giving Wimbledon the 
lead with a ckdsrve header from 
Kenny Cunningham’s long ball. 

In between the goals Barns- 
ley rallied and after 58 minutes 
another of Tinkler’s headers 
from a comer ran along the line 
before being hacked clear. 

Tbn minutes later, though, 
Ceri Hughes increased the lead 
with bis first Premiership goal, 
a 30-yard drive which went in off 
the post. 

Ekoku rounded off the scor- 
ing seven minutes from time 
from Kimble’s cross. 

WbrMatfon (4-4-2J: SUOwm; CuiMaiv 
Percy 9edrmi KM*: Cot Jdom. Btfte. 
Knhes; EueA Bofcu Substttut** notund: 
Hated (flk) That** H*oti Gqfe CM* 
Barneiey (4-61): VAtaor, fiotety, Mooes. Do 
Zeeuw, krizare M Butorin iWtoarn.JWer 



RUGBY UNION 


Foreign exchange: Bolton’s Per Frandsen (right) and Tottenham’s David Ginola fight for 
possession during last night’s match at the Reebok Stadium Photograph: A1 (sport 


lc* ffl}. Substitute* no* math Ims* (qK) Ttal 
HouvoL Morgan. 

Raterae: J Whiter (StocMan-orvUees) 


Bosman boost 
on the cards 
for youngsters 


Promising young British players 
could earn personal fortunes 
overnight if the Premier League 
is allowed to press ahead with 
its plan to introduce the 
Bosman ruling to the domestic 
transfer market this summer. 

Out-of-contract players over 
the age of 24 would be allowed 
to change chibs for free and 
negotiate terms accordingly 
from 1 July next year. 

The introduction of the 
ruling is being discussed jointly 
by the Premier League, the 
Football Association and the 
Football League via the pro- 
fessional football negotiating 
and consultative committee. 
July is the Premier League's 
favoured start date, because 
current contradsexpire in June. 

It says H has the support of 
die Professional Footballers’ 
Association. The Football 
League wants the ruling brought 
in gradually, but the Premier 
League’s spokesman Mike Lee 
said;- “We need to make the 
break dean and simple. There’s 
nothing to be gained by delay." 


Uefa backs claim 
for compensation 


Lennart Johansson, the presi- 
dent of Uefa, football's Euro- 
pean governing body, is backing 
Nottingham Forest’s claim for 
compensation from AndexiechL 

Anderlecbt have admitted 
their chairman made a £20,000 
“loan" to the referee after the 
controversial 1984 Uefa Cup 
semi-final, which Forest lost. Jo- 
hansson said; “Certain ideas 
have been put forward to see 
what we can do for them as they 
are the victims in this affair ." 

Uefa’s executive committee 
is to revamp the format of the 
Intertoto Cup. The new 
arrangements, to be adopted for- 
mally in December, would allow 
dubs from smaller countries to 
acquire European experience m 
a new knock-out competition. 

JFtfa, the game's world gov- 
erning body, is to update guide- 
lines for referees for next year’s 
World Cup finals following the 
success of such directives as out- 
lawing the tackle from behind. 

The latest step is likely to see 
players penalised for failing to 
retreat the full 10 yards at free- 


kicks. Fifa’s director of com- 
munications, Keith Cooper, 
said; “If players don’t respect 
the rules then they can only ex- 
pect to be booked. I know this 
•causes some concern because it 
might be a player’s second yel- 
low card and lead to his send- 
ing-off for what is a technical 
offence, but players wfll just 
have to accept this is the price 
they will pay." 

Sheffield Wednesday were 
yesterday told by a transfer tri- 
bunal to pay Southampton £1 -6m 
for Jim MagQton. Wednesday 
had offered £600,000 for the 
Northern Ireland midfielder, 
while Saints valued him at £3 -5m. 

The Hartlepool United 
chai rman Harold Hornsey has 
sold his controlling interest in the 
dub to an Aberdeen-based oil 
compary. Integrated OQ Re- 
covery. and has stood down as 
chairman. His replacement is 
Ken Hodooft, the joint owner of 
IOR- 

Rangers want to re-sign their 
former captain. Richard Gough, 
from Kansas Gy Wizards. 


McGeechan takes 
Scotland role 


Home is where the heart lies, 
even for hard-bitten sporting 
professionals with a living to 
make. Ian McGeechan has 
finally put his identity crisis 
behind him and reaffirmed his 
Scottish roots by agreeing to act 
as the eminence grist behind the 
national side - a move that sees 
him link up once again with Jim 
Teller, his Mood brother on this 
summer's Lions tour of South 
Africa- 

Seven years after guiding the 
Scots to a famous Grand Slam 
and taking his country desper- 
ately close to an even more 
si gnifican t first victory over the 
All Blacks, McGeechan has 
accepted the new role of tech- 
nical and coaching consultant 
to Rob Wunwright’s ambitious 
young side. He will add his 
influential voice to those of 
Teller, the Scots' director of 
rugby, and the two coaches, 
Richie Dixon and David John- 
ston. 

Tm delighted that Jan has 
chosen his own folk over those 
in England,” said Duncan 
Patterson, the Scottish Rugby 
Union's executive chairman, 
yesterday. “I know the Rugby 
Football Union at Twickenham 
wanted him badly but 1 also 
know where his bean lies. 


“Scottish rugby owes him a' ' ; 
debt of gratitude and 1 am.. ’ 
pleased that we have managed -j 
to agree terms and fashion a : 
role for both Ian and Jim that 
doesn't cut across those of the 
national coaches." , 

If that sounded suspiciously * 
like one of those dodgy votes of 
confidence that modern-day 5 • 
chairmen are increasingly prone • 
to deliver, Dixon was at pains 
to offer McGeechan a person- 
al welcome. “We can all learn 
from one another, each of usV. 
confident in our respective •: 
roles,” said the chief coach. “We 
have to keep our game moving 
forward and use whatever re- 
sources are available to us. It 
would be very remiss not to use 
Ian’s experience and ability to 
that end." 

Currently locked into a-' 
seven-year coaching deal at : 
Northampton, McGeechan . 
nded himself out of the England 
r unning last month despiLe a ■ 
ringing vote of support from 
Fran Cotton, one of Twicken- - 
ham’s most powerful movers 
and shakers. He won 32 Scot- 
tish caps as a centre and has 
coached the Lions to victories 
over the Wallabies and the 
Springboks. 

-Chris Hewett 


BASKETBALL 


Five under investigation 


Players from five Budweiscr 
League clubs are under threat 
of losing their places when the 
owners and administrators meet 
this weekend to investigate 
alleged salary cap violations. 

With regional variations, 
dubs are restricted to spending 
£140,000 in total on players’ 
salaries. The League chief ex- 
ecutive, Mike Smith, said: “Each 
of the players on the five clubs 
has been issued with a tempo- 
rary licence until mid-October." 

Licences of individual 
players could be revoked if that 
is necessary to bring a dub’s 
total wage bill under the cap. 


Previously, dubs who ex- 
ceeded the limit were allowed 
to maintain their entire squads 
while ensuring the 10 players for 
each game had a combined 
salary within the restriction. 

“That’s no longer allowed." 
Smith said. “If chibs exceed the 
cap, then players will be de- 
registered and no longer al- 
lowed to play for that club." 

It might also be hard for the 
suddenly unemployed to join 
other top dubs. Mosr of the 13 
teams fill half their bench with 
Americans and must also include 
two under-22 age group players. 

- Richard Taylor 


SPORTING DIGEST 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


SAILING 


Norwegians nose ahead 


Just yards separated the leaders 
in the Whitbread Race yester- 
day as a combination of freak 
winds, sfroog puffs and even fog 
v caused first a concertina out- 
Jwards and then a little more 
bunching, As darkness fell, it was 
Norway’s Knut Frostad who 
took up the lead relinquished by 
Gram Dalton in Merit Cup and 
Paul Cayard squeezed EF Lan- 
guage into second place. 

But, as the 10 boats headed 
south and west across the Bay of 

FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Biscay for the first stop-over of 
Cape Tbwn, the fleet was begin- 
ning to qplit into groups as the top 
six boats, which includes the 
British entry, Lawrie Smith’s Silk 
Cht, in fourth place, pulled away 
from the trailing quartet. 

A gap of nearly 30 miles sep- 
arates them from the next four 
with the all-woman crew of EF 
Education, skippered by Chris- 
tine Gufllou, tying 70 miles be- 
hind Frostad after just 48 hours. 

- Stuart Alexander 


Coca-Cola Cup 
Second round second leg 

Bam* |i5 o Wtttabro W — 2 

3961 Bock 45 

Morson pen S7 
masiavugft*h3-0en*gonv"e 
Bun (Q 1 SUndwtandpl— 3 

JDKwmeS Smnt» t?, Ras33 

3 sa _ 

SjncJMamJ win 4-2 an aflgreoafrc 

taartMTOugh (01-0 tom** » ~ 

GOB AsaDa W, VWfams 70 

floao&w mm 2-0 on «*««' Patertor- 
augh^otmuPatnaamaff, t 

Shtefited Utd (1)~.4 Watford m 0 

Dw op « 7Sn 

Whtwuxrao «a 80 
Dm™ 56 

ShaKoSj Utd wm 5- 7 on oggrvgato 
Stockport (I) _w..2 Bmnmjl*** W 
'tensmmo 37 ftnangpenro 
■Ifcfch ST son 

OtaWnsMam ■*» M on aggregate 
Uwguay ®), 0 Ipw** tj - 

teas HaaondZZ.Bi 

DyoiBO 

ba*cti a -1 on ao(yvff&f> 

ftmmretCft 0 Mom County (0- 

iser Oudteyo 

Ramon? wn 2-r on «Bgmo*v 

Wott Brora (l) — 4 Luton (I) 

Raven 40 Davis 37 

UcOermui 52 Thorpe W 
toscNKtfdo 67. SB 7227 
HxaBrtumdch we S-3 on qgpoptfa 


VorkB*. 


1 Oxford UtdfQ 2 

fchjriy 62 AKMCfeom 

1556 BanoorSO 

(Wow UWwhM on agpragaa 

FA Carling Premiership 

Baton CO -.1 ■feUediwi W 1 

Ttnvpsan pen 20 -Am«onfl7T 
23433 

WtoModon « — 4 Bamatoy ft) 1 

Con 4a Emits 66 TWO* 41 
tt0aaG&Etataj84 7668 

GM Vauxhaft Conference 
Ch a in— W SSSfW — r—J 

Victory 73 BcOTD 1539 

TtovflO 1 Wdrtmradratorn-0 

PWcaitl ffi 2329 

EUROPEAN UNODW1 CHAMPIONSHIP 



rftmwicwa»ift»a siote a Ajw'g raga r 
a cJSmrns a Brnnow 1; U*M 7 L nwl> d 
Sactkyt C: OHoma 2 Nrwy 0; amron 1 
SSST-ttSfll 4; WHOM S Cart* RWBW H 

Mik i hand Haul— Bat ted 1 R cdunani 4 
AVON INSURANCE 

AtacOyMtl Paaom 1 rerarao* w »»« 

OtrraiLEAOUB T’SVBffy yJtPg gStg 
pm a Samaa Forair»a« a (fkatta »*»• 
nmote 


American football 

MR: Jacksorwle 29 Ptnaburgh 21 

Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Babkim 4 OotrcC 6; 
NaaTMTMaeaBTbrartoliMhnaHMSM- 
vmAao 2; OaMand 2 SmUa 4. Poaipona± 
Kansas CKy v CSavotmd. 

NATIONAL LEAGIC: Florida 3 New Ytark 
Mgto«%ncsexflP 3 *RlAiKL-Aara3Mar>- 
bml 2 fl J hnfriosj; San Dlono 5 Smn Frenck- 
cs fl; Chdrnafl 3 Houston a 
A MBMC AM LEAGUE 
EASTBIN DIVISION 

W L W OB 
X 82 609 ' 

65 563 3 

Detroit 76 78 500 16 

Boston ..7B 80 467 18 

-72 84 <482 22 


C8ITRAL DMSiON 


<83 


Chicago WMto SOX -77 7B AB7 8% 

Uftwaukae 76 79 KB 8 

Kansas C»y 84 SO AM 19 

64 *1 40 16m 


WESTERN DIMS ON 


-68 


89 581 - 
A 928 W 


.72 84 ABZ 
-83 94 401 25 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 
EASTERN DfVISSON I 


MOiWiM 

NarrYMrl 


-98 88 828 - 


-90S 86 577 8 

—86 72 541 73V, 

-76 60 487 22 

92 40 34 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

Houston- — - B O 78 80 

PtoaOurgb —77 80 «0 » 

St Loots ; 71 • 85 A55 8 

dwdwtad. 71 85 455 9 

CMcagQ Oto 71 60 423 14 

WESTERN OtVtaON 
Sw Fmnctooo — 87 70 584 

Los An galas. — 54 72 538 T* 

Cotara&j — - m 75 sm as* 

San Dlsgo W 83 An 13 

t won cMatan «to ; « thnugh to pfepo* 

Cricket 

have been cleared 
and Stales Cricket 
panel cd making 
an Begat approach to the Vbrtertra 
player Gavin HamUton. 
VtocestBrst**Qa«neHfckiBtoptay 
one-day cricket for Auddand In New 
Zealand Ms winter, after pteying for 
England in the Sharjah orxHday tnor- 
nama< kr December. 

Stuart Law has agreed te reain as Bs- 
overseas p^er next season. ^ The 
SS^ear-old Austrian has made more 
than 5000 iuna In aB competitions h 
Ms two seasons with tte.couity: 

Cycling 

TOUR OF SPAM 17*1 stage (1 825km, 

Saraandw to Biagoto Uadtosp^Hana: 1 
J Swrada (C* Bert ItopN 4tr Wr*i Zaec 2 


WEEKEND FIXTURES AND PO OLS FORE CAST^ 


UWLat; 

Poatat 4 1 
Ben | 
cal 

ZDtot 

ttSNfo : 

; 4 E Zalna QQ Adba +&Q7; 8 R Haras 
(Sj^Kakne +817il M Serrano (Sp) Kotow 

FojotbaJI 

Bristol City have reported an operat 
ngloesofr 


to 


£387^72 for the 12 months 
May 1997. The ck* made an op- 
proft o( £S23i6 over the same 
be fore iransfBr fees and de- 
predation. 

Kosice. theSfovakanchampfans who 
were beaten JW by Manchester Unit- 
ed in the Ch am pions' League last 
week, yesterday appototed the 52- 
year-oto Karol recza as the* new 
coach in succession to Jan Kozak, 
who resigned last Monday. 
MONDAY-S LATE RESULTS: Ntft mian 
Laaguo Hrst DMNorc Bognor Ra^ 0 Cray- 
don 1 Itoteand Laagu* Hrat DMatora Ash- 
nn Ikd 2 IMarkaop t Or Marians Laagut 
Souiharn DMslarc Chtomefard 1 1bnOndge 
KB»&BehwJera2Fteto1:Wastorv«jper- 
MeraOCtodarloidE Ansae Insuran t* Matte- 
am Lasgna Rrat Dt rUton: him Nancaada 
ZStxtocnvFACaristowgVaaaFtmouai- 
Vylng round taplayiBackpod RcwsraOBLis- 
cough 2. Portngtwsa Laacpxe Lapa 2 Rn> 
3; Sporting Uaton i Borwfea a 

Golf 

PMGLEADERBOARD Woenm* rWMngt: 
1 A Soransam ©sw) 47875; 2 K ttfebb {AuaJ 
47730; 3 L Dtnites f&g) 39372: 4 K Robtsni 
fUS) 2B8J7. 5 L Naanarcn (&arrj 22S& B M 

McGam (US) "0786; 7 C Jotswon (LKl tO£f; 

BD Pepper /US) I7SR; 9 L Hackney (Engt 
17033: 10T Own (US) BB2& 11 Afiiaalv 
nwtJBpnn) «4W; 12JGadPas OB) «36a 
Saladad: 14 T Johnson (Eng) 6951; 18 A 
Mfixtoa (&ig} H3B* 29 J Money 9902: 

42 K MM (Seal 54 1 FwcBUQt) 
(Eng) 66.76; 61 C Platr* fEno) 5963; 77 H 
fadmortfi (VW) 5057^ 84 Cl&niww (Seo) 
4960 

1968 EUROPEAN 7DUR SCHEDULE: 22- 
26 Jan Johnnie Vfefcsr Ctassk: (R«*at 
TM; 29 Jan-1 F4b Hanefam Ctosac (Perth. 
AustrBla);S-a Stouft African Open; 13-15AF 
fred DUiN Souti Africw PGA; 26 Fatel Mar 
Dubai Doeart Ctesst (The Emraiss, Dubai); 
68 QNar Masara (Doha. Qatar); 12-15 Mo- 
roccan Opwr. 19-22 RorUOtoaa Open; 26- 
29 1b be araBUrced; 9-12 AmBLS Masters; 
1S-18 Cannes Open; 23-26 lUespana Mss- 
tan; so ABt«-3 May Coma ol Florence Ital- 
ian Open: 7-10 Peugeot Spiuwh Oparc 
14-17 Benson and Hedges ' 


\ Carting Premiership 

istpt V«a v snethMd Wednesday 1 

Samctoy v LMCMtor - * 

Cretsea w * 

>yatal 1 

3orby v Soutovnpton...-. -.-1 

=Wton « Arsenal •* 

Leeds v Manchester UW • •••* 

bttanham v WndSadon » 

Mast Nam w Liverpool •* 

tying Sunday; B^csbum w Coventry. 

attonwtde Football League 
rst Ohrfslon 

Bury » Wear aomrac n - •* 

Chariton v Stockport- - i 

CJptvTwIOT— •* 

U a ncfte o e r CsywSwBdon- — -» 

Notnngnam Pbraai v Stoke — -i 

Oxtord um v Bradtord Cay •* 

f 

Portsmouth v Raaeing ^ — » 

SettwWUtdvBfrratoglwn J 

, Wotvasv Huddarifloffl 1 


Second Division 

20 apdip* 1 " 1 v Southend-— —.——-—i 

21 Bounemouth v Grtoefty * 

22 ftmrtbrO * BiXrdey ■’ 

23 Brtstol City v Luton 1 

24 Carbie v Genghnm .1 

2SNonhWinptonvMema — : 

28 OWham v Brietoi ttovera ■* 

27 Pfyraouft v ’ 


Bell’s Scottish 
Premier League 

40 Aberdeen v Dwderrrane 

41 OmieP Ud v CaHc 


1 

X 


Open; 2225 Vttvo PGA Otoirionship (VNrt- 
vwnh}:28-jT1 Daarclp BtofcTPC ol B xopa; 

, ■Open; 

French 

Open; 2-5 July Mwphyb WahOpen CDrMdS 
lotn. County Mdcfcw): 8-1 1 Grasoeam 
[Loch Lomond HMd InvtuOonai (Loch 
U«todX16-teOPB1CHAfcnONSW , (ffay- 
N BiriatNB): a»«8 Sun Ucrasyaama Ekncti 
OparcSOJ^yfiAugUMScandrmtanAta- 
Ms; B^Owrepoi Ttophy Ctech Open; IB- 
18 UHTBJ STATES PGA; 2CM3 SnuriH 
Euopaaw Open (K CUn Ccwmr 27- 

toaiWInwmBtfanN Ope n: 30 Sept Canon 
10-13 Or* Z One 


28 Woriord v Tbrk 

29 Wigan v Fi**m 


30 Wraahm v Cha8iarMd . 

31 Wycontoev Preaton 

Third Division 

32 Bemst * Uraoln 


42 rtjeraian vSt JoTneawe 1 

43 KRnamodc v Hearts -1 

44 Ranger* wMotoanral 1 

First Division 

45 Airdle vAyr * 

48 Morion v Oitodea— . — 2 

47 Hanteon v statos - 

49 Radh V Fhfidrij 


1 «9 a fcSnen v Partiek — 




33 CM i Ort d ge UU V candif..— 

34 Colcheslar v Erader 

36 Deringion v MareflekJ 


1 

..X. 

1 


38 Harllapoai v Shrewatwy - 

37 MacdeaMd v Petotborauah-— 

38 Rotoaflwn v CheaW 

39 Scarborough v Notts Cmmy 
I (not on 

vRottodd^banhoty 
Layton Orient Td«W«y 


1 

a 

— x 
.1 


OMaton-fttoavArttowrcaentodry EBatSto- 
■no; CDHOenbatoh v Afeton (be* ^antoarlon 
v Queer* Pariq Montroso v Ftas* Cwrty. 
naa g rae rai ChalaaayW wjCatol aOkfrxdUtd 
v &adioit) Cto Oktoara w Brtai Ftouan. Cton- 
dae U!d * Cetoc. 

net Mrarnan ftar^ara, I 


Master*; 17-29 Lancdma trophy (Sr 

Nom la ttaAchaL Parte: 24-37 Linde Goman 
Masters; 1-4 Oct lb be amatooed; 8-11 Al- 
fred CUM Cup: 15-18 WartJ UKhptoy 
CMnplonahlKZUS OM Proem; 29 OeM 
Mow Vbfco Masters MSJwru Sarazan Wbrld 
Open: 19-22 Wbrid Cup oi Gott. Tb be an- 
bouneed Garrren Opart: Open Noraeri Rar- 
flw 

Hockey 

Engtend baat PaWstar 3-1 ; 
m MBon Keynes to proceed to I 
ssraFfinteb of the Worid Junior Cup. 
Adrien Simons scored Twice and 
Mark Feam struck the thfrd 

WORLD JUMORCte* (Mon Kaynet): Pool 
A: Auabtete 4 Nedieriands 0; Span4 BNoun 
£ Hnal rlanrihigi: 1 Ausnate lOpte: 2 
SpainB;3hdlB7;4 BaUurn4;5 Netherlands 
«6CUaa Peal B: JBpsn 0 Arg«una 1: 
' ‘ Doga: 1 Otomfiny 

3M«snM; 


EndandSPakiasnll 

(pZSinfl.21 


Rugby Union 

Matt VoBand, the Northampton prop, 
wi replace Bristofe injured MkaWora- 
ley in England* emerging players 
squad to train wfth Engfetndfe efte 
squad to Bisham Abbey today. 

SL tounatoJa the Hfow vae hJUjack, 
has been named to the Ibngan squad 
to foce Wales at Stradey Park, LJarsa; 
an 16 Novembec 

CLUB. MATCH: Nwrfaridge 17 Cerriff 55 

Sailing 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE: 
(posfflona at 19A0 yeatarday, aNh clcance 
to finish): 1 KMamar Innovation ' 
632 nwss; 2 EF Lanaraea (Skmj 8 
. Cup (Mon). 68663; A S& Cut 
£ 5TraMbs (U6L 6872-1 ; 6 ChesSa 
trig (US) 68727; 7 AmaricaUa Chal 
69CH.7; 8 Brunei Suneray (Nedi) 

Srmdten Mateh (See) S322B: II 
i (Swe) 6834.1 


&3 8-1 ; A SUttowrWtt 

bt N WDodiOLBe (QB) 7-5 8-2; S Lytfcn (G8) 
a V Do/toa fB8? 7-67-5: M Jouhen (Sa) bf 
L Perkns ftB) S3 M; U Pereron (Swe) to 
M Lossy tswtt) 80 8-1; A Buargta |Sw>) to H 
Crook (CS) W34M 


4 ArganMI 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

18 

The number of Brazilian 
football coaches sacked 
since the season began 
less than three months 
ago. Botafoga Flumi- 
nense and Parana al cSs- 
mlssed their coaches 
within hours of each oth- 
er on Monday. 


Football 

7.30 intes sated 
WORLD CUP GROUP TWO 
Moldova v Georgia (30) 

(a Republican s&tum. Cfrtsbau) 
GROUP SIX 

MWto v Comch RwpubSk: (R3C? _ 


* Spain (7^. 


fat Tbftaiw Pato sadun. BmSsb*B) 
COCA-COLA CUP 
SECOND ROUND SECOND LEG 
Stoke (4) v Burnley (0) (7*5) 


WOhraa jl) v Futhern (D) (7A6) - — — 

MteteaO fl} ¥ HotUnglmm Form (Of (7AS) 
FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 
Araanal v Weal Ham ®p) 


Coventry * Crystal Pataca (745). 
r v Bteckbton (745) . 


Manchester Utd v Cheteae (BQ . 
Newca st le v Evertow (745) 


19 &fct- 


Tennis 

GRAND SLAM CUP (Munich. Get) Mart* Nn- 
giee, drat round: C PSoina (FrJ bf F Daunt! 
(Bat) 7-8 2-2 (tel)'. Y Kate (Rus) to S 
Bruguara (Sp) M M; G ftrsetteW (G6l to T 
Woodbnboe (Aus) 4-66-1 7-fi; M Ifce (Ode) 
to M WOodtards (Aus) 6-7 63 B-t 
TOULOUSE GRAND PR IX MEN'S TOUR- 
NAMENT ffrenoet atogtee. Drat round: V 
Spadea (US) W R Axten (111 7-6 6-4; J GtoieF 
stab(y^biM9lnnertGito7-6 7-6;MLw- 
son (Swe) to G ftnzi ftu 6-3 64; A RaUescu 
(Gari bi.N Escude (Sj 64 7-6: P Haartus 
fNechJ to A Coma [Sp) 7-6 6-2 
ROMANIAN OPEN MEN'S CLAY COURT 
TOURNAMENT (BucrimreN) StogMA Snt 
round; C Mow (sp) M H Droetonam 
61 4-6 6-3; C Costa (Sp) bl I MotoMn ( 

7-6 8-3; M GoNherjGsO to J A VSoca . 
&3 6-a N Lapenri) /Ecu) to E Aivaraz (Sp) 6 
4 B-3; A Gwdenzi M bt J Alonso (Sp) 6-1 6- 
4; R Ffomberg (Alto) to H Arad (Mori &-4 60; 
D Sanoutoeffi (fc B 0 Sanoyrhw (But) 64 
7* J a&chec (Srt WG Bunco fSp) 64 6 
i; A Cora^ja (Sp) B J ■ftrango (US) 6-4 6t 
LfteZK GRAND PRHWTATOURTdAMSfT 
(Gar) Stogies, ftst rauat M Greybora toa fPrf) 
to AO Sdol (Fri 7-6 647. U Serna (So) bt L 
Ccutote (BaO 63 64; S Apcatnsra (Bel) to 
R Stopsoi (Can) 63 63: JKrugar (SA) bt E 
Catons (Bat) 7-8 6-a Second round: I Ma- 
jo* (Craa) B B Schen (AU) 64 62. 

ITA WOMENS SATELLITE Sunderland) 
Singles, fM round: L Gebaj (W) to S Turn- 
er (Gfif 63 64; N Egorova (Hus) bt C 
Coombs (GB) 61 61 ; L Cartwright (GB) B 
J Wide (G8) 4-6 64 62; M VMbrandt (Sm) 
BEDyrtwg (Den) 67 7-661; LLeHmerfBSi 
to KvWie-HoBend (GB) 61 4-6 6*; J Dsr- 
aon (Qffl B D Asansto (9*rt) 62 62: N Ftene 
(GB) to U to Swar (SA) 63 6* K OoU ffiBJ 
bl L Swnaik pa) 63 6t; L OpenJGa) to 
H Farr (GB) 3-6 62 6-*; C &nirfi (G3) to M 
Ettrany (Eg) 63 60; L McDonald (GB) to D 


SheOWd Wntoe e dey v Derby fW9- 

Soatfr ampto n v Leeds (745) . — 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
RRST DIVISION 

QPH v Portsmouth (7A5) 


BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
PRQ4EH DtVtSMX 
KRmamockv Rangers (745}- 
BTHMIAN 1EAOJE Hrat DMaion; ; 
Panrom v AUarNtt (745) Second T 
CMiutrWHrtto 
OR MARTteG LEAGUE Raadar OMaton: For- 
est Green v Dcrcfnaner (7451; Sakstovy v 
Merthyr T)dfa (7453. MdMnd DMaton: ftQBt 


w aarahem (745) Southern DMekac Newport 
APC v Ctewdon 1745) 

UNWOND LEAGUE PrwBierDMMor c Btov 
apAucMBrdvBoaDnUdnntDMaiarcead- 
ton) Park Aarwe v Whttiy 
WIN8TDNLEAO KENT LEAGUE Rrtt Ohri- 
aion: Cartertuy v Lstdswod (745) 
UHLSPORT UNITH3 COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Premier DMston: Northenwan Spencer v 
W o e n ^o r o ugh : Spaktog v Yaxtey. - 
SCREWFK DBECT LEAGUE Premier DNI- 
stoK'bunainv'n<ierfon(7A6)- 

NORIHHtN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Pre- 
miar OMskm: Osnaby v ThacMay: HaSam v 
OaaenAiaan 

NOflTHWBSTCQUHTteSLEAGUERtelOI- 
etatoRRncoi v SI Hetans; RarraboHom v Nbw- 
castie Ibwn (745) 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE' Cooes Sports 
v lynteigtDn; Eastleigh v Portsmoum RN. 
League Cup Aral round flrat leg: Aeraatruc- 
iiees vfmsoy 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE CUP PraBtld- 
nera roaacfr Fcbetowe <r Hatonj745); Scham 
v Sudtoxy Whnd w e re (745); StDwrnerit« v 
Dotrrtaan (745). 

ARNOTTMSUlANCENOflmteRN LEAGUE 
FtratDMatorc BAntoternlfawri v NodhaBertorx 
Crook v MorpeSi ; Duharn Ctty v Conswr. Jar- 
row RocAig y BShphem Symhone; lAtoon v 
South Shade ShWon v Seaham Rad Star. 
PRESS 6 JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 

Cow ftenpara v Ftearfwd; Nafrn Comity v B- 

gmOty (80). 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Aberystwyth wCaeraara 
C a wnaricn w Conwy (7*5]. Carmartftenyto- 
ter CaUa-lN CanNfc Cemaae ihys Mon v Bra; 
abw Vela y Cwratosn: Portiradog v Rhyl 



PONTINS LEAGUE Prarnlor DMaion: Tnth 
mere v Liverpoal (7U). Rrat DMaion: BtAon v 
9nlaitenei |7XJ» WietohflaterWeetBramweh 
V OkStetn (70) Second DMaion: Caristo v 
Stockport fZDJ; Rochdale v Btedraool (70): 
* _ . ^ TNrtlDMBkKi: 

; Uoncaster v Chester 

(70); hU v Scarborough pn. 

AVON INSURANCE COfOINATlON Plrat 
DMaion: Luton v Watterfl (20); Orford Utd v 
J; Tottenham v Chart- 

n 6A Leyton C 
( Plough Lone ); ! 

Basketball 

BUDWESQt LEAGUE: Mandtecter v Chester 
(730); \Ntrlrtno v Newcastle (60) 


Hockey 


WORLD JUNIOR CUP (MUon Kaynaa): Cuba 
yNatfwrtsndS (DC); Auetratov Spate fEOtto- 
dte v Be^Mn (20); Egypt v Germany pc*. 


Ice hockey 


BENSON AND HEDGES CUP Rrat round: 
Naacasite Ctom v Mwictasiw Stonn (TO N* 
rh^wnParthetsvCanNlDevtopaorPeter- 
borou^i Mae v Bracknai Baas (730: Stough 
Jto& v BaengBlcke Bteon fliq 


Other sports 


EQUESTRIANISM: Horse el Year Show 
(Htototey) 

TENNIS: LIA Steeata tettownant [Suxtor- 
tend) 


A BT 0800 

number is free to 
your customers . 

That’s why 
they feel free to 
callyou. 

63%' of people prefer to call an 0800 number. 

It's an open invitation to business. 

Lp 

H 7 ty not change the way we work: BT j? 
Trv an 0800 number for 3 months for onlv fr25 plus call charges. 

Freefone 0800 800 800 


OFFER ENOS 31.T2.97 ON CONNECTIONS BY 31.1.98. 'SOURCE: TELECULTURE FUTURES REPORT. 
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FOOTBALL 


Spurs offer £5m plus a player for Ravanelli 


Fahrizio RavaneliL who has be- 
come a £7m millstone around 
Middlesbrough's neck, could 

be on his way to Tottenham . 

The 2S-year-old Italian strik- 
er with a hair for flamboyant 
goals and exorbitant wage de- 
mands is the subject of a £5m bid 

by Spurs. The Premiership club 
are also prepared to sweeten the 
deal by offering Ruel Fox or 
Chris Armstrong as well as cash. 
Middlesbrough invited offers 


after the Mure of Ravanelli to 
agree terms with Everton or se- 
cure a move back to Italy. He 
met the Boro chairman, Steve 
Gibson, on a flying visit to 
leesside yesterday, only hours 
after the dub’s manager, Bryan 
Robson, had stated that the man 
who scored 31 goals last season 
during his team's vain attempt 
to avoid relegation bad put any 
thoughts of buying new players 
on hold. 


“I won’t move into the trans- 
fer market until the Ravanelli 
situation is sorted out,” said 
Robson, who has made it dear 
that he does not want the for- 
mer Juventus forward to train 
with his first-team squad. 

Spurs see Ravanelli as die 
player with the skills to lift 
them out of a disappointing start 
to the season, which has hot 
been helped by a worrying in- 
jury Co Les Ferdinand, their £6m 


summer signing from Newcas- 
tle United. 

The outcome will again de- 
pend on Ravanelli’s salary. His 
reported £40£00 a week at Boro 
is unlikely to be matched by 
Spurs, but they may be prepared 
to shell out £30,000 a week. A 
severance payment from Boro 
would also soften the financial 
Mew for the grey-haired “White 
Feather”. 

Across London, West-Ham 


have set their sights a little low- 
er, with a£l_5m move for Dele 
Adebola, the 22-year-old Crewe 
Alexandra striker. 

The Liverpool-born Adebo- 
la has made Ids mark in the First 
Division this season and Crewe 
would be nowise to reject the 
Hammers’ bid, because the 6ft 
3in front-runner will be, out of 
contract at the end erf the Seasom 
tfhe leaves, Adebola will be- 
come the third Crewe player to 


step into the Premier Leagucin 
the few couple of months. Dan- 
ny Murphy has already made 
find-t eam appearances at Uv- 
. erpool since a £1.5m switch, 
while Robbie Savage went to 
Leicester for £750,000. 

Carlton Palmer yesterday 
completed a £lm move to 
Southampton from Leeds Unit- 
ed. But the former England 
midfielder’s transfer came too 
late for him to face his old dub 


at The Dell tonight. The 31- 
year-old Kilmer cost Leeds 
£2 6m from Sheffield Wednes- 
day in 1994. 

Howard Kendall has made 
a player-plus-cash offer to Man- 
chester City for Uwe Rdster. 
The Everton manager is willing 
to let defender Earl Barrett go 
to Maine Road and also hand 
over £500,000 for the transfer- 
listed German striker. 

-Akin Nixon 


TENN1S:G RAND SLAM CUP 

Rusedski finds 
the aces to grab 
a fistful of dollars 


Greg Rusedski marked 
his debut at the $6m 
Compaq Grand Slam 
Cup yesterday with a 
first-round victory that 
will add at least $250,000 
to prize-money fast 
approaching $1 m for the 
year. John Roberts sees 
Britain’s sharpshooter 
start fast in Munich. 


The cost of the new apartment 
Greg Rusedski has his eyes on 
in London was more than cov- 
ered by the British No l’s win 
against Australia's Todd Wood- 
bridge in the opening round of 
the Compaq Grand Slam Cup 
here last nighL 

Guaranteed $250,000 as a 
quarter-finalist, win or lose to- 
morrow against Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov, the world No 4, 
Rusedski's bank balance is al- 
most as high as his confidence. 
Moreover, he is rapidly devel- 
oping into a man for all surfaces. 

A finalist at the United 
States Open on the medium- 
paced concrete courts of New 
York, Rusedski has since raised 
his ranking to No 10 in the 
world by reaching the semi- 
finals on the slow clay of 
Bournemouth and cashed in on 
the fast indoor carpet at Mu- 
nich's Olympic Hall. 

Such progress demands a de- 
gree of luck along with skill and 
hard work. It was Rusedski's 
good fortune here that his op- 
ponent was feeling the effects 
of travelling to Bavaria direct- 
ly after lost weekend’s Davis 
Cup semi-final between the 


United States and Australia in 
Washington. 

“I think- the time zone was 
on my side,” Rusedski said af- 
ter recovering from a disap- 
pointing start to win, 4-6, 6-1. 
7-5 after an hour and 50 min- 
utes. 

The Australian questioned 
the fairness of the situation. 
“You can't prepare for getting 
off a plane and having two hits 
on a court and playing a match. 
You just can’t do that.” be said. 
“1 was actually interested why, 
in particular, myself, Mark 
[Woodforde) and [Marcelo] 
Rios, who came from different 
continents, had to play, today. 
There’s a match tomorrow in- 
volving guys who had Davis Cip 
[ties] to play in Europe.” 

Woodbridge, who won Sat- 
urday's Davis Cup doubles 
rubber partnering Mark Wood- 
forde agains t Pete Sampras and 
Todd Martin, broke Rusedski in 
his first two service games and 
led 4-0 before the Briton could 
gather himselLStanding a yard 
behind the baseline. Wood- 
bridge was returning Rusedski's 
missiles with comparative ease 
at this stage. 

Rusedski broke bade for 2-4 
and salvaged some self belief by 
saving three break points at 3-5 
before his opponent served out 
the first set after 38 minutes. 

If Woodbridge had succeed- 
ed in parrying Rusedski thus far, 
his own serve was beginning to 
cause ominous problems for 
the Australian. By the end of the 
match he had double-faulted 14 
limes. Whether this was a con- 
sequence of jet-lag, let-jag or 
simply trying too hard is difficult 
to judge. But it was costly. 











Greg Rmedsld attacks a forehand volley during his three-set defeat of Todd Woodbridge in Munich yesterday 


Photograph: Gary M Prior/Attsport 


Midway through the second 
set, Woodbridge was setting 
off the electronic service-line 
monitor with such regularity 
that he might have been com- 
posing a tune. Rusedski, mean- 
time, was mounting up the aces 
to a total of 20. 

Chipping and charg in g to pot 
Woodbridge’s serve under pres- 
sure, Rusedski levelled the 
match and then created three 
opportunities to break at the 
start of the final - seL Wood- 
bridge showed signs of losing his 


composure, hitting the side of 
his shoes with his racket. But he 
managed to hold serve, at which 
point doubts surfaced con- 
cerning Rusedski's prospects. 

The Briton responded by 
saving three break points at 
34, breaking for 6-5 and re- 
covering from 0-30 to hold for 
the match. 

Kafelnikov defeated Sergi 
Bruguera64, 6-3. The Spaniard 
was unable to take advantage of 
a break point after Kafelnikov 
double-faulted when serving 


for the opening set at 54, and 
was subsequently punished by 
three consecutive drives from 
the Russian’s forehand. - 
Kafelnikov broke the 
Spaniard to love in the opening 
game of the second set. Only to 
double-fault on a game point for 
2-0. Bruguera broke back, lur- 
ing Kafelnikov into overhitting 
a backhand. The Spaniard 
could not make further 
progress, however, losing his 
serve in the third game after net- 
ting a backhand. 


Bruguera showed his frus- 
tration by whacking his chair 
with his racket during the 
change-over. Kafelnikov made 
better use of his racket, driving 
a forehand across the court 
to convert his second match 
point with Bruguera serving at 
5-3. 

“I like the indoor surface, 
because my game is very sim- 
ple,” Kafelnikov said. “I rely on 
my groundstrokes and a little . 
bit on my serve. There were a 
couple of stages in the match. 


especially hi the second set, 
where I thought things might 
change. But at those crucial 
stages I.was able to play the 
right shotaithenght time. 
That’s why it was a pretty com- 
fortable win for me.” • 
Woodforde, substituting for 
the injured Richard Krajicek, 
made an encouraging start 
against Rjos, winning a tie- 
break, 7-2. Tbe 'Chilean stead- 
ied his game and wore down his 
fellow left-hander to win 6-7, 
6-3, 6-1. 


GOLF: RYDER CUP 

Martin makes 
peace with 
Ballesteros 


: Peace bus broken out in lime for 
the Ryder Cup. Miguel Angel 
Martin and the Cup Committee 
have settled their differences 
and a press conference today will 
confirm it is possible to gel a 
"square head" back into the cir- 
: dc of the European team. 

Seve Ballesteros, Europe’s 
captain, had some fairly un- 
pleasant things to say about his 
fellow Spaniard who. having 
qualified for the Ryder Cup. was 
not happy about being ejected 
when he failed to submit to a fit- 
ness test on his injured wrist. 

As well as questioning the 
dimensions of Martin's head, 
Ballesteros was scornful of his 
threat to take the matter to court 
“He was not welcome in the team 
before,” a furious Seve said. “Do 
you flunk he is welcome now?" 

Well, he is now. The peace 
was brokered at an hour-long 
meeting at the team’s hotel at 
San Roque attended by Martin, 
Ken Schofield, the executive 
director of the PGA European 
Tour, Richard Hills, the direc- 
tor of the Rydpr Cup. and Pe- 
dro Cardelus, the vice president 
of the Spanish Golf Federation. 
‘'Miguel Angel is morally re- 
established in the team and is 
now looking to the future, not 
the past,” Cardelus said. 

“It's over and 1 am happy," 
Martin said. ”1 am here for the 
week. 1 am a member of the 
team. I'm even in the next room 
to Seve. I'm going to see him 
straightaway.” 

Martin would not say any 
more until this morning but pre- 
viously had stated he would not 
settle for the £3 .500 expenses the 
other team members receive. Eu- 
rope now has a non-playing cup- . 
tain and a non-playing player. 

One of the singletons in the 
American team is Tiger Woods, 
whose father did not intend to 
travel due to his recent heart by- 
pass but would have liked an in- 
vitation. “Both my dad and my 
mum were upset because not 
rao many 2 1 -year-olds make the 
Ryder Cup team.” Woods said. 

“I don’t have a spouse or a 
girifriend so they wondered if one 
of them could take that spot But 
that is not the policy. My dad will 
be watching on the television.” 

There was goad news for 
Ballesteros in the performance on 
the first day of official practice of 
Jose Maria OlazabaL who was 
handed Martin's place but had 
been doubtful about his form. 
“Yes. he is not playing too good.” 
Seve said. “He was only five un- 
der for the first seven holes." 

-Andy Farrell 
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Pontypridd assure Brive of 
warm welcome to Wales 



ACROSS 

I Uncle met in reservation? 
(61 

4 Plant to cure ailing physi- 
cian, without a second 
opinion (44) 

1(1 Light-fingered son needed 
for durincl’s parts (9) 

II Topping stuff for severe 
cold symptoms (51 

12 Shakespeare's long-dis- 
tance call in London (4) 

13 The underground slop a 
dike being built (10) 

15 Entertainer to steal article, 
caught in the execution of 
it? (7) 

16 Continue to nurse this 
common subject of strain 
(?) 

19 Earl Grey's Bill lo turn 
over a new leaf (6) 

21 Finished with tennis, prints 
the result (7) 


23 Square Edam manufac- 
tured — what a deception! 
( 10 ) 

25 A perfectly good headlight 
(4) 

27 More than one spoke of 
Cirde Lines, reportedly (5) 

28 Fellows playing for Hamil- 
ton? (9) 

29 Pop has article taken in' by 
daily in France (8) 

30 Hebridean caveman? (6) 

DOWN 

1 Director of Europeans on 
pitch (4,4) 

2 One saddled with riving in- 
tensive service (4-5) 

3 Flat, hard snow on the way 
up (4) 

5 Background actor caught in 
quotation (7) 

6 But it is not the instrument 
used in cinema's cutting- 
room (5-5) 


7 Pick a aze of lype (5) 

8 Walker at job-cen tre play- 
ing smoothly (6) 

9 Kochel is satisfied, being - 
musical (6) 

14 Discharge of tar compound 

(10) 

17 Handling an ego-trip that 
roes wrong (9) 

18 Embracing causes of Pales 
wandering around America 
( 8 ) 

20 A dimmer-switch for the 
theane(7) 

21 Test of gold transaction (6) 

22 A gnome is without code of 
principles (6) 

24 Change of moods is de- 
stroys city (5) 

26 One has common wall in 

' case mice appear inside (4) 
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The top brass of . 
Pontypridd mounted a : 
charm offensive of sorts 
yesterday, assuring the 
Frenchmen of Brive 
that this weekend's 
Helneken Cup match 
at Sardis Road would 
be a “true rugby 
occasion” at which they 
would be welcomed. . 
Ovis Hewet £ hears a plea 
for common sense to 
prevail. 


It was the bodyguard business 

that r eally fl imtmmeH fVnyriri 

Thomas. As if Pontypridd’S ge- 
nial chief executive did not 
have enough problems on his 
plate in smoothing the path 
for Saturday’s renewal of rug- 
by hostilities with Brive, he 
had just been informed of the 
French side’s threat to fly in 
their own security men. 

“Bodyguards? What’s go- 
ing on here?” a flabbergasted 
Thomas asked yesterday. 
“Why would they need their 
own bodyguards? What’s 
more, what are these body- 
guards planning to bring with 
them? Knuckle-dusters? 
Knives? Handguns? It’s 
ridiculous, completely over 
the top. If French security men 
try to come into tbe ground on 
Saturday, they’ll be searched." 

Tbe sporting earthquake, 
set rumbling try the outbreaks 
of violence during and after 
Ponty's match in Brive 11 
days ago continue to register 


on rugby’s equivalent of the 
RiciJer Scale. CfaThesdky, the 
clubs were fined £30,000 
apiece - half of it suspended 
- by the tournament directors 
and told to get bn with Sat- 
urday’s return. The Welshmen 
were none too happy at the 
size of that penalty but swal- 
lowed it with gritted’ teeth. 
Their opponents, meanwhile,' 
finally overcame (heir reserva- 
tions about visiting the Sardis 
Road bear pit and agreed to 
turn up, although their pres- 
ident, Patrick Sebastien, said 
he would resign at the end of 
the season in protest at the 
board’s failure to discipline 
Fonty more heavily. 

“We’re looking forward to 
Saturday,” Thomas said. “To 
have moved the game to a 
neutral venue, as was sug- 
gested in some quarters, 
would have been the most un- 
just punishment of all be- 
cause our supporters want 
the chance to come along 
and get behind us. They’ll do 
it with passion but they won’t 
be hostile or abusive. All viat- 
ors from Brive, be they players 
or supporter, can rest assured 
they will be treated welL Rug- 
by will be the winner.” 

Having heard the Fonty 
hordes described as “semi- 
civilised animals" by Laurent 
Seigne, the Brive coach, 
Thomas did his level best to 
temper his response. “We 
have deliberately not allowed 
ourselves to be dragged into 
an insult-swapping scenario; 
we have not uttered a single 
word that could be interpret- 
ed as an insult to anyone 


from Brive." Finally, though,, 
he dropped his guard. “Semi- 
civilised? At least we’ve 
reached ..that stage. 1 don’t 
know what category it leaves 
him in.”;' 

Pontypridd officials have 
met with the local constabu- 
lary to discuss a “realistic and 
sensible” level of policing and 
steward lag for Saturday's 
match. Thomas said he would 
also contact his opposite num- 
ber in Brive as a matter of ur- 
gency to extend the hand of 
friendship mid guarantee the 
Frenchmen a safe and enjoy- 
able, if not successful, week- 
end in the heartland of Wfelsh 
rugby. Thar the match will be 
a sefl-out is a certainty and that 
should help Ponty survive the 
serious dent in their bank 
balance caused by their- un- 
precedented financial penal- 
ty. “We've already suffered 
financial punishment because 
of this episode - we were 
forced to rearrange our flights 
back home from Brive and 
that doubled our travelling ex- 
penses - but well find the 
money somehow ” Thomas 
said. “Mind you, well also be 
keeping a very dose eye on fu- 
ture disciplinary activity.” 

And with good reason. By 
insisting that the on-field vi- 
olence alone could be taken 
into account - French police 
are still investigating the 
apr&s-match shenanigans - • 
the directors are hostages to 
fortune. If every mass punch- 
up carries a £30,000 penally, 
we could soon see more dubs 
in the bankruptcy court than 
on the playing field. 
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Tiago 

From £450 - £650 

• Precious Metal/Stainless Steel 

• Sapphire Crystal Glass 

• 100 Metres Water Resistancy 

• Concealed Clasp 

• Screw-In Crown 

The Maurice Lacroix Swiss watch collection can be found 
in selected branches of the Goldsmiths Group, the 
largest network of Authorised Agents in the country. 
The Goldsmiths Group is one of the country's leading 
retailers of fine jewellery and prestigious watches wilh 
more than 120 branches nationwide. 

GOLDSMITHS 

'fir 

WALKE R & HA LL 

THE MARK OF A FINE JEWELLER 
For further information and details of your nearest agent 
telephone FREE on 0800 Guldsmithe (0800 465376). 
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